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Translation from Bulgarian 
 

STATEMENT 
 

BY CORRESPONDING MEMBER PROF. GRIGOR ANGELOV GORCHEV, MD, PhD, DSc 
HONORARY RECTOR OF MEDICAL UNIVERSITY – PLEVEN 

 
Subject: Competition for attaining the academic position of Associate Professor in the scientific 
specialty of General Surgery for the needs of the Scientific Research Institute at MU - Pleven, 
higher education field 7. Healthcare and Sports, professional field 7.1. Medicine. The 
competition was promulgated in State Gazette, issue 66 of 24/07/2020. 
 
By order No. 2354/ 29/09/2020 of the Rector of MU - Pleven, I have been appointed a member 
of the Scientific Jury in accordance with the procedure for attaining the academic position of 
Associate Professor in the higher education field 7. Healthcare and Sports, professional field 7.1. 
Medicine, scientific specialty of General Surgery. 
 
For the competition, I was provided with a set of documents by Dr. Iliya Ilkov Karagyozov, PhD. 
All received documents for the preparation of a statement were in compliance with Act on the 
Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria, the Regulations for its 
implementation and the Regulations of MU - Pleven. 
 
1. THE CANDIDATE’S BIOGRAPHICAL AND PROFESSIONAL DATA 
 Dr. Iliya Karagyozov was born on July 11, 1968. He graduated medicine at Medical 
University - Sofia in 1994. From 1995 until 2006 he developed successively from clinical 
resident to Assistant and Senior Assistant at the Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, 
SHATOG "Maichin dom" - Sofia, and since 2011, he held the academic position of Chief 
Assistant while working as Head of the Department of General and Oncological Gynecology, 
Pelvic Surgery and Obstetrics at Tokuda Hospital Sofia AD (since August 2006). Since 2018, he 
has been Head of the Department of Operative Gynecology and Pelvic Surgery at VITA 
Hospital, Sofia. He manages the only specialized structure for prevention, early diagnosis and 
minimally invasive outpatient treatment of female genital precancerous changes (Vita Dysplasia 
Center) in Bulgaria, as well as theoretical and practical training courses in Colposcopy and 
destructive treatment for obstetricians and gynecologists. He has recognized specialties in 
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Obstetrics and Gynecology (1999) and General Surgery (2009). He acquired an additional 
qualification in Health Management in 2010. 
In 2016, he defended his dissertation on the topic: "Diagnostic and therapeutic capabilities of 
colposcopically assisted laser conization in cervical precancer" and acquired the educational and 
scientific degree of Doctor in General Surgery. 
Dr. Karagyozov is one of the leading specialists in the field of early diagnosis and outpatient 
treatment of genital precancerous lesions in women and one of the few "open" surgeons in 
Bulgaria, applying combined gynecological, abdominal and urological techniques in one 
operative time, in the surgical treatment of advanced pelvic and abdominal tumors. 
He has completed a number of additional training courses in Bulgaria and abroad in the field of 
operative gynecology and general surgery, including standard and minimally invasive 
approaches, which he also studied in MU - Pleven. 
Dr. Iliya Karagyozov is a member of the Bulgarian Surgical Society, the Bulgarian Medical 
Union, the Bulgarian Association of Oncological Gynaecology, the Bulgarian Society of 
Obstetrics and Gynecology, the Bulgarian Association of Minimally Invasive Gynecological 
Surgery and the European Society of Gynaecological Oncology (ESGO). 
 
2. EVALUATION OF QUALITATIVE AND QUANTITATIVE INDICATORS 
For his participation in the competition, the candidate provided: 

- 4 publications and reports published in scientific journals, referenced and indexed in 
world-famous scientific information databases (Scopus and Web of Science). The 
included papers have been published in prestigious scientific journals such as the 
Comptes rendus de l'Academie bulgare des Sciences and the American Journal of 
Reproductive Immunology and concern research related to the significance and biological 
behavior of human stromal decidual cells and certain biomarkers in malignant tumors, the 
contribution of which is the correlation found, allowing a specific clinical interpretation 
of the values. 

The candidate is currently working on a joint research project with the Department of Molecular 
Immunology at the Institute of Biology and Immunology of Reproduction "Acad. K. Bratanov", 
Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, on the topic: "Development of good practices for diagnosis by 
biomarkers to increase the number of clinically validated biomarkers” (“CliniMARK: ‘good 
biomarker practice’ to increase the number of clinically validated biomarkers”). 

- 15 publications and reports published in unreferenced, peer-reviewed journals or edited 
collective volumes, examining the surgical treatment of advanced genital tumors and the 
common-in-practice multivisceral involvement in ovarian and cervical cancer, requiring 
block resections involving elements of the urinary and gastrointestinal tract, the author's 
contribution concerning the operative techniques needed to achieve R-0 (absence of 
residual tumor), a circumstance essential for survival and prognosis. 

In typical and frequently difficult-to-treat complications, such as oligosymptomatic and clinically 
significant postoperative lymphoceles, Dr. Karagyozov routinely applies an ultrasound-
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controlled trocar puncture and long-term drainage with stepwise drain extraction without the use 
of a sclerosing agent, which contributes to the avoidance of more invasive surgical treatment. 
The established therapeutic safety of the method and its routine application in practice can be 
indicated as a contribution. 

- Habilitation thesis in the form of a monograph entitled: "Modern treatment of benign and 
precancerous changes of the cervix, vagina and vulva", 2020, BISMAR Publishing 
House, Sofia, 124 pages, ISBN: 978-954-91648-8-6. 

The presented monograph is the first in the Bulgarian scientific literature, systematizing the 
modern scientific and practical knowledge necessary for the correct early diagnosis, therapeutic 
behavior and post-treatment follow-up of patients treated for gynecological precancerous lesions. 
The candidate is one of the authors of the current diagnostic and treatment algorithms for the 
localizations cervix, vagina and vulva. In this regard, Dr. Karagyozov’s participation in the 
working group of the Bulgarian Association of Oncological Gynaecology, which developed the 
current recommendations (guidelines) for the treatment of cancer of the cervix, vagina, 
endometrium and ovary, published on the pages of the Bulgarian Association of Oncological 
Gynaecology and the Bulgarian Society of Obstetrics and Gynecology, can also be considered a 
contribution. 

Dr. Karagyozov has presented a report on 34 participations in Bulgarian and 5 
participations in international scientific forums, covering a wide range of gynecological and 
surgical problems. 
 
3. CITATION REFERENCE 
A reference from the Scopus, Web of Knowledge and Google Scholar databases has been 
provided for 7 citations in foreign literature sources. 
 
4. IMPACT FACTOR 
A reference from the Scopus and Web of Science databases has been provided. The total impact 
factor of Dr. Iliya Karagyozov’s scientific works is 3.425, SJR 0.319. 
 
5. SURGICAL ACTIVITY AND TEACHING 
The candidate has provided a certificate proving the performance of 598 operations with small 
volume and complexity, 1,007 with large volume and complexity, 42 with very large volume and 
complexity and 36 surgical interventions (including exenterative) in abdominal, urological, 
gynecological and combined abdominal and pelvic tumors with different types of resections, 
restitutions and reconstructions of the gastrointestinal and urinary tract, etc. 
For the period 1998-2006, Dr. Karagyozov taught medical students and specialists in the 
disciplines of Obstetrics and Gynecology, as his activity included practical exercises, 
participation in semester exams with students and practical classes with specializing physicians. 
In 2006-2018, he directed the specialization of 3 physicians with successfully passed the exams 
and acquired specialty, and realized a study workload (in equivalent hours) with specializing 
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