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Translation from Bulgarian 

 

TO THE CHAIRMAN OF THE SCIENTIFIC JURY, 

 

APPOINTED BY ORDER NO. 287 / 02/02/2021 

 

OF THE RECTOR OF MEDICAL UNIVERSITY - PLEVEN 

 

 

 

 

STATEMENT 

 

by Prof. Dimitar Zhivkov Stoykov, MD, PhD, DSc, Deputy Rector,  

Head of Department of Surgical Diseases - MU Pleven, 

Head of Clinic of Biliary-Hepatic and Pancreatic Surgery 

 

 

Subject: Procedure for attaining the academic position of Professor, scientific 

specialty of General Surgery, in the Department of Propedeutics of Surgical 

Diseases, for the needs of the Faculty of Medicine at Medical University - Pleven. 

 

Procedure details:  

 

Participation in the competition was requested by one candidate - Assoc. Prof. 

Sergey Dimitrov Iliev, MD, PhD, who submitted in time the necessary documents, 

prepared in accordance with the requirements of the Regulations for the 

Development of the Academic Staff at MU - Pleven. 
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By order of the Rector of MU - Pleven (No. 287 / 02/02/2021), on the grounds of 

the Act on the Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria, 

Regulations for Application of the Act on the Development of the Academic Staff 

in the Republic of Bulgaria, Art. 2, para (2) and para (3) of the Regulations for the 

Development of the Academic Staff of MU – Pleven and the Decision of the 

Academic Board (Protocol No. 34 of 01/02/2021), I was appointed a member of the 

Scientific Jury in the above competition.  

At the first meeting of the Scientific Jury, I was assigned to prepare a statement 

based on the structure and activity of MU - Pleven for attaining the academic 

position of Professor. 

 

Career development and professional achievements of the candidate  

In 1989, Assoc. Prof. Iliev graduated from higher education and in the period 1990-

1994, he began his career as a surgeon at the Regional Hospital in Levski. In 1994, 

he won a competition for Assistant Surgeon in the Department of Propedeutics of 

Surgical Diseases and until 2014, he led student exercises in Surgery.  

From 2008 until now, he has been the Head of the Department of Coloproctology 

and Purulent Septic Surgery.  

In 1996, he acquired a specialty in Surgery.  

In 2012, he defended a dissertation in Surgery, and in 2014 he won a competition 

for Associate Professor at MU - Pleven.  

Since 2014, he has been the Head of the Department of Propedeutics of Surgery at 

Medical University - Pleven.  

He speaks Russian and English.  

Assoc. Prof. Sergey Iliev has research interests in the fields of Coloproctology, 

diagnosis and treatment of gastrointestinal tumors, clinical nutrition in patients with 

severe abdominal surgery, intestinal obstruction, peritonitis and others.  

Assoc. Prof. S. Iliev is a member of the following organizations and editorial 

boards: 

 Member of the Bulgarian Surgical Society  

 Member of the Bulgarian Society of Parenteral and Enteral Nutrition 

 Member of the Bulgarian Medical Union  

 Member of the European Society of Coloproctology  
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 Member of the European Society for Clinical Nutrition and Metabolism 

(ESPEN)  

 Member of the European Society of Neuroendocrine Tumors (ENETS)  

 Member of the National Professional Union of Surgeons  

 Member of the National Board of Surgery  

 Chairman of the Ethics Committee of the Pleven affiliate of the Bulgarian 

Medical Union 

 Reviewer in the International Journal of Surgery and Medicine 

 

 

Scientific activity and contributions  

The scientific activity of Assoc. Prof. Iliev, PhD is quite diverse, in-depth and 

innovative. He demonstrates keen interest in improving some surgical techniques, 

as well as the introduction of new ones in the field of treatment of colorectal 

carcinoma and laparoscopic and robotic surgery.  

His dissertation for attaining the educational and scientific degree of Doctor (PhD) 

is on the topic: "Anal fissures and anal fistulas - classification, diagnosis, treatment. 

The role of sphincter tonometry in the selection of surgical technique and for the 

evaluation of treatment outcomes".  

The topic of the first three publications related to the dissertation is the diagnosis of 

the condition of the anal sphincter, modernization and introduction of new 

techniques in the treatment of anal fissures.  

His habilitation thesis is presented in the form of a monograph: Colorectal 

Carcinoma Complicated by Malignant Intestinal Obstruction: Oncological 

Soundness, Timing and Surgical Techniques. 138 pages; Reviewers: Prof. N. 

Vladov, Prof. K. Draganov; Pleven: Medical University, 2020 (Pleven: EA), 

ISBN: 978-954-756-243-1. 

In this direction, he has demonstrated an innovative approach in the development of 

laparoscopic and robotic methods for the treatment of colorectal carcinoma and the 

introduction of these techniques in clinical practice.  

Of particular contribution are the developments of the team led by Assoc. Prof. S. 

Iliev in an interdisciplinary, little-discussed, clinical problem regarding the 

diagnosis and treatment of neuroendocrine tumors.  
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Assoc. Prof. Iliev has participated in a number of developments related to Clinical 

Nutrition.  

His interdisciplinary studies on peritonitis as a complication in patients with 

peritoneal dialysis also deserve attention.  

The other articles from the scientific production of Assoc. Prof. Iliev, PhD, 

presented as per the list of the National Center for Information and Documentation, 

are of high scientific value, with research and innovative flair. All publications are 

correctly described and attached in full in the scientific report.  

Assoc. Prof. Sergey Dimitrov Iliev has participated and is the leader of five 

research projects, of which one national and three international. 

Projects of MU - Pleven:  

1. Project 14/2017 on the topic: Immunohistochemical study on the expression 

of subtypes 2 and 5 somatostatin receptors in gastroenteropancreatic 

neuroendocrine tumors. It was approved for funding from the budget of 

Medical University - Pleven. (Appendix 11) 

National projects:  

1. Project BG05M2OP001-2.009-0031-C01: "Establishment of a training center 

for doctoral students, postdoctoral students, postgraduates and young 

scientists at the Faculty of Medicine of MU - Pleven" at a total value of 

695,631.34 BGN. (Appendix 10)  

International projects:  

1. IMAGINE (Ileus Management International) – an international study of 

postoperative ileus in colorectal surgery (Appendix 2)  

2. COMPASS study (Management of complicated intra-abdominal collections 

after colorectal surgery) – an international study of intra-abdominal 

collections after colorectal surgery (Appendix 9) 

3. BG05M2OP001-1.002-0010-С01: "Leonardo Da Vinci Center for 

Competence in Personalized Medicine, 3D and Telemedicine, Robotic and 

Minimally Invasive Surgery" for 2019. Total value 23,695,179.29 BGN. 

Head of RP - 4 - Department of Robotic Surgery (Appendix 1) 

 

Assoc. Prof. Iliev has 31 citations in Bulgarian literature sources and 11 citations in 

foreign ones. Twelve publications have been found in peer-reviewed medical 

journals with an impact factor, which is further proof of the contribution and 

importance of the candidate's publications.  
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Teaching activity  

Assoc. Prof. Iliev’s teaching activity is also rich.  

From the presented report of MU – Pleven, his realized teaching load for the period 

2016-2020 is 3,760 teaching hours. It is obvious that Assoc. Prof. Iliev, PhD is 

engaged in the training of both English and Bulgarian speaking students at the 

Faculty of Medicine. During the period, he led both practical classes and lectures. 

He also participated in examination commissions. He was the supervisor of four 

successfully defended doctoral students in General Surgery, with two of them being 

also his post-graduate students. He is currently the supervisor of two other doctoral 

students who are actively working on the topics of their dissertations. 

 

Diagnostic and therapeutic activity  

In the period 2015 – 07/11/2020, Assoc. Prof. Iliev, PhD performed a total of 1,321 

surgical interventions, 827 planned and 494 emergency surgeries, as the Clinic also 

provides the emergency surgical care for the region. He performed 165 very 

complex, 473 complex, 665 medium-volume and 18 small-volume interventions. 

He has experience in both conventional surgery and laparoscopic and robotic 

surgery.  

In addition, Assoc. Prof. Iliev has introduced in clinic practice the transanal 

endoscopic resection, vacuum therapy of difficult-to-heal wounds, the use of 

automatic suturing for intestinal anastomoses, and has developed clinical 

algorithms for a number of diseases. 

 

Conclusion  

Based on the analysis of the provided scientometric indicators and the data 

from the teaching and surgical activity of the candidate, I propose to the 

members of the honorable Scientific Jury to clear a path to the ambitious and 

innovative spirit of Assoc. Prof. Iliev, PhD!  

I VOTE IN FAVOR of electing Assoc. Prof. Sergey Dimitrov Iliev, PhD for the 

academic position of Professor of General Surgery in the Department of 

Propedeutics of Surgical Diseases, for the needs of the Faculty of Medicine at 

MU - Pleven.  

 

 




