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CTAHOBHUIIE

OT JIOLL. I-P IETKO UBAHOB KAPAT'bO30B, /.M. FASGE
HAYAJIHUK KJIUHUKA MO TACTPOEHTEPOJIOT U1

AIVKUBAJIEM CUTHU KIIMHUK YMBAJI TOKYJA EAZl, I'P. CO®USA

OTHOCHO: KOHKYPC 3A 3AEMAHE HA AKAJEMUWYHA JJIBXHOCT
»JOHEHT”, B OBJIACT HA BUCIHIE OBPA3OBAHMUE 7. 31PABEOITIA3SBAHE U
CIIOPT, HNPO®ECHUOHAJJIHO HAIPABJEHHUE, 7.1 MEJAUIUHA, 11O
HAYYHATA CIHEIUAJHOCT ,’TACTPOEHTEPOJIOT'US” 3A HYXIUTE HA
KATEAPA ,CECTPUHCKHM TEPAINEBTUYHHU TI'PUXKU*,  DAKYJITET
»3JAPABHU I'PUKU“ ITPU MEJUIIUHCKHN YHUBEPCUTET- IIVIEBEH

Konkypcbr ¢ 00siBen B JIB, Op. 28/02.04.2024 r. Cwc 3amoBen Ne 131/28.05.2024 r. na
Pextopa Ha Meauuuncku YHusepcutet- [lneBen cbM onpenernen 3a wieH Ha Hayuno Xypu n
PEILIEHNETO Ha IbPBOTO HEMPUCHCTBEHO 3aCEIaHUE € [1a IIPEICTABS CTAHOBUIIIE.

3a yuacTue B KOHKypca € mojiaia J0KyMeHTH 1-p 3opHuiia Becenunosa ['opueBa, a1.M., KOSTO
oTrroBapsi Ha Bcuukd u3uckBaHus Ha 3PACPB, IlpaBunHuka 3a nNpuiIOKEHHUETO My M Ha
[IpaBuiHuMKa 3a pa3BUTHE HA aKaIEMUYHUA CbCTaB BbB MeIUIIMHCKN Y HUBEpCcUTET- [1neBeH.

buorpadguunu 1anHu ¥ npogecuoHaJIHO pasBUTHE:

J-p 3opnuna Il'opueBa, .M. 3aBppmBa MemunuHa npe3 2012 r. B MenuuuHcku
VYuuBepcurer- IlneBen, a npe3 2016 3aBbpumiBa marucrparypa ,,OOIIECTBEHO 37paBe U
3/IpaBeH MEHMJUKMBHT B cbiius yHuBepcuteT. [Ipe3s 2019 mpupobuBa crenuansHoCT IO
l"actpoenTeponorus, Karo chillata roMHa € 3a4MCiIeHa KaTo CHelHaln3anT no MenuuuHcka
onkosnorus. 2022 npunodbusa OHC ,,/loktop* cien ycrneiHa 3aiura Ha AUcepTalus Ha TeMa
,Pois Ha [lencunored | , Ilencuroren |l u Xenukobakrep [Tumopu AntHTsio ot kiac 1gG
KaTo HEMHBA3WBHU OMOMAapKepW 3a OLIEHKa TEXKECTTa Ha XPOHHWYEH aTpOpHUUeH TacTpUT U
pHUCKa OT cTomallleH kapuuHoM*. [lokpuiia e BCcuuku KBanM(PUKAIMOHHN HUBA B 00JacTTa Ha
€HJIOCKOMuUATa, exorpadusiTta W HHTEPBEHIMOHAIHUTE NPOLEAYpH TOJ exorpagcku u
€H/JI0CKONICKM KOHTpoJ. [lpurexkaBa u cepTuduKaTd OT MHOMKECTBO KBaJlU(UKAIIMOHHU
KypcoBe M3BBH cTpaHaTta. IIpe3 nepuona 2012-2019 pabotu karo jnekap-racTpoeHTEPOJIOr B
YMBAIJI ,I'eopru Crpancku‘ rp. Ilnesen, a ot 2019 g0 mMoMeHTa € racTpoeHTepoJior B
YMBAIJI ,,Cera Mapuna“ rp. IInesen. Ot 2014 no 2023 e acucteHT B Kateapa ,,CeCTpUHCKU
TepaneBTHUHU Tpku‘, dakynrer ,,3paBHu rpuwxu‘, MVY-Ilnesen. UnenyBa B penuia



HAI[MOHATTHU U MEeXAyHapoaHu npodecuonanmnu opranmszamuu. Ot 2022 e mpencenaren Ha
LAcCOLMaUATa Ha MIAIUTE XemaroractpoeHtepono3d B boirapus“. VYuwactBa karo
M3ClieIoBaTel BbB BIEYATIISABAIL OpOM HAyyHO-U3CIEAOBATEIICKU MPOEKTH. ChOpraHnuzaTop
Ha MEXIyHapOIHH CHOMTHS Ha MJIaJy racTPOCHTEPOJIO3H, ChOCHOBaTeN Ha ,,EndoBulvision”
YW OpraHu3aTop Ha IBPBHUS B CTpaHaTa MEXIyHapoJeH Kypc ,,OCHOBM Ha E€HIOCKOICKAaTa
peTporpaaHa XoJaHTHOIMaHKpearorpadus. Pemakrtop Ha cekmus ,,['acTpoeHTeposiorus™ Ha
“Journal of Biomedical and Clinical Research”, unen Ha Hayunus xomuter Ha HOOuneiina
Hayuna Kondepenuust ¢ MexayHapoaHo ydactue ,,50 ToaquHu MEIUIIMHCKO 00pa3oBaHHE U
Hayka B [limeBen*

HayuHo-u3caenoBaresicka 1eifHOCT:

Kangunatsr mpencraBs obmo 20 HaydHH Tpynda, BKIIOYUTETHO MOHOTpadus W
JMCEPTALlMOHEH TPYyJ CbC CHOTBETHMs aBTOopedepar. 10 OT I'BIHOTEKCTOBUTE CTaTUU ca
nyOJIMKyBaHH B MEXAYHapoIHU pedepupanu miganus. llpeacraBenu ca m 16 ydactus B
Hay4HM MpPOSBHM, B TOBa 4UCIO 13 B HAlMOHANHU KOHIpecHM MU KoH(pepeHuuu u 3 B
MexyHapoaHu. [1onpoOHHAT CIIMChUYEH ChCTaB HA MyOIMKALMUTE € TPEACTaBEeH B TaOIHUYCH
BHJI CIIOPE] U3UCKBAHUATA.

Ot HampaBeHaTa nuTaTHa crpaBka ot MY-Ilnesen, Menununacka bubmmoreka/ 27.05.2024 ca
peructpupanu 12 nurtupanus cien nperien Ha Google Scholar, Web of Science, Scopus, de
ViSO, KaTo ca U3KIIIYCHH AyOJIUpaHUsATa U aBTOLUTHPAHUSATA.

OOmmsr impact factor Ha xanaumara e 9.194. Bpoar Ha Hay4HHMTE TpPYJIOBE HAJBHIIABA
CHOTBETHUTE KPUTEPHUH 3a 3a€MaHe Ha aKaJeMHUYHA UTBXKHOCT ,, Joyenm “ (461.5/400 1.).

Hay‘{HI/ITe TPYAOBE HA KaHAUJAaTa Ca B CJICAHUTC OCHOBHU HAIIPABJICHUS:

HeunBazuBHu OMOMapkepu 3a OLIEHKAa Ha TEXECTTa MpH aTpo(uyeH racTpuT U pUCKa OT
pa3BUTHE HA CTOMAILEH KapLHHOM

Enunrennu cToMalHy NpEeKaHIEPO3HU JIE3UU

Yyactue Ha XOJIMHEPrMYHA, TAaXUKMHUHEPIMYHA W HUTPEPruYHa HEBPOTPAHCMHUCHUHU B
HEBPOMEINATOPHU MEXaHU3MHU

Oo6yuenue no Exnockoncka Perporpagna XonaHruomnankpearorpadus

CKpUHUHT 3a KOJIOPEKTaJIeH KapliMHOM, POJIsl Ha €HJIOCKOMHUTA

lNactpouHTecTHHAIHN ycaokHeHus npu nHpekuus ¢ Kosug 19

[IpexuBAEMOCT Cliel XUPYPIUYHO JICUEHHUE HAa EHIOMETPHUAIIEH KApLIMHOM

HewnnBa3zuBHu Onomapkepu 3a AMarHOCTUKA HA PaHEH OBapUajeH KapluHOM

KiIMHUYHM CUMOTOMH clell MyHKIMS Ha JypaJHUS CaK.

[IepnoneparnBHM IPOMEHM B CEPYMHHTE HHMBA Ha JIAKTAaTa M POJISATA UM KaTO MPEIUKTOP 3a
[1051BA HA YCIIOXKHEHUS

Yecrora Ha uH(pekuusta Ha H. pylori cpex nema W IOHOMIM C racTPOIYOJICHHUT U S3BEHA
Oosnecr.

Konopekranen kapuuHoM- H3clieiBaHe Ha (DakTopu, MpeonpeAessIiy MporHo3ara

IIpunocn (Ha 0Oa3ara Ha nyOJMKYBAHM NBJHOTEKCTOBHM CTATHM M Ppe3yJTaTH oOT
pa3paborku): Hayunata mnpomykumss Ha [[-p TopueBa e rtnaBHO B oOjacTra Ha
npekanuepo3Hute ae3nn Ha ['UT, cbBpeMeHnTe METOAM 3a TMAarHOCTUKA HA TE3U ChCTOSHHUS.
Yact OT IpUHOCHTE MMAT OPUTMHAIIEH XapakTep, HAKOM ca C MOTBBPAWUTENHA CTOMHOCT,



JpYyTH ca ¢ mpakThdecka HacodeHocT. [IpuHocute mMorar ga ObIaT OTHECEHU KbM CIIECIHUTE
TeMaTUYHH 00JacTu:

Enurennn IMPEKaHICPO3HHU JIE3MKU Ha CTOMaxa

Kannunaret npencraBs MoHorpaduveH Tpyn Ha TeMa ,,EnuTe/HN mpeKaHUepo3HU Je3uH
HA CcTOMaxa*, KOHUTO € 3aabJ004YeH aHajdu3 Ha CHhBPEMEHHUTE TEHJCHLHMH, KaKTO IO
OTHOIIEHHE XHCTOMOP(OJIOTHYHATA XApaKTEPUCTHKA HAa TE3H CBHCTOSHHUA, Taka M CIPSMO
IUarHocTHYHUTE MeToau. [logpoOHO ca ommMcaHuW eTHomaToreHe3arta, KIaCH(PUKAIMOHHHUTE
npo0yieMy, HEMHBA3UBHUTE U MHBA3MBHUTE METOJM 3a OLIEHKA Ha Te3u Jiesuu. [IpeacraBenus
MoHOrpaduueH TpyA JaBa SICHOTAa B Pa3dUYHH  acleKkTH  (maToMopgosorus,
racTPOCHTEPOJIOTHS, OHKOJIOTHSA) BbBPXY €IUH aKTyaleH ImpobjieM B ChbBpPEMEHHATa
MEIMIIMHCKA HAayKa W pelllaBa JI0 TOJISIMa CTEMEH MPOOJIEeMHUTE OTHOCHO TEPMUHOJIOTUYHU U
KJIacCU(UKALIMOHHU HESICHOTH U Ie(DUHUIUH.

HewnBasuBHM OHMOMapkepy 3a OIICGHKA TEXECTTa HAa aTpoPUUHUS TacTPUT U PHCKA OT
pa3BUTHUE HA CTOMAILIEH KapLUUHOM.

[IpomMenuTe B cCepyMHHUTE CTOMHOCTH Ha IENCHHOTEHUTE U CHOTHOIICHHETO UM YCIEUIHO
Morar jaa ObJaT M3MOJ3BaHM KAaTO CKPUHHMHIOB TECT 3a OIICHKA HAa pUCKa 3a pa3BUTUE Ha
Texka atpodus u cromaimieH pak. Jepunupa ce u ponsta Ha |gG antutenara cpeury H.
pylori, unero u3cieaBaHe MOBUINABA JUATHOCTHYHATA TOYHOCT MPH CKPUHHUHT Ha MAIMEHTH C
MOBUIIIEH PUCK OT Pa3BUTHE HA CTOMAIIIEH KapPIIHHOM.

Hayunu wu3cienBaHuss Ha HEBPOTPAHCMHUTEPHUTE CUCTEMM, OIPEACIAINM JBUTaTEIHATa
AKTHBHOCT HA KOJIOHA IIPH )KUBOTUHCKHU MOJIEIIN.
Bw3moskHocTu 3a 06yuenue no EPXIII.

KanauaarsT yuacTBa B MEXIYHAPOJHO KOJIaOOpaTUBHO MPOYUYBAHE 10 T€MaTa, KOETO 3acsra
MHOI'O Ba)K€H MpoOJeM- JIMncara Ha CTPYKTYpUPaHU IMPOrpaMH B IMOBEUETO JIbPXKAaBH IO
MHTEpBEHIIMOHANHA eHjpockonus. Jlepunupa ce HEoOXOAMMOCTTa, Te3M OOydeHHs Ja ce
U3BBPIIBAT BbB BHUCOKOOOEMHH CIEIHMAIM3UpPAaHU IIEHTpOBe. Pe3ynaratute OT MpOy4YBAHETO
O0uxa MOINIM Jia JONpHUHECAaT 3a YCHBBPILIEHCTBAHE M MOJOOpsIBaHE HA pe3yJNTaTUTE OT
00y4YEeHHMETO B Ta3M CJIOXKHA U PUCKOBA €HJOCKOICKA TEXHUKA.

KOHOpeKTaJ'ICH KapOUuHOM- HACOKH 3a YCICHIHW CKPUHUHIOBU TIIpOTpaMud U PpOJId Ha
KOJIOHOCKOIIUATA KaTO CKPUHUHI'OB MCTO.

B HayudeH Tpya KaHAMIATHT pas3riiexkaa MOAPOOHO Pa3TUYHUTE CKPUHUHTOBH CTpPATETHH,
JTUCKYTUPANKU TEXHUTE HEIOCTAaThIIM W M3THKBAWKW HEOOXOIMMOCTTa OT MpUJlaraHe Ha
YCIICUTHU TMPOTpaMH, KOUTO OWXa JOBENW N0 PEAYKIHS Ha 4YecToTaTa U CMBPTHOCTTA OT
KOJIOPEKTAJICH KapIIMHOM Ha MOMYJIAIIMOHHO HUBO.

KoBun 19 u racTpoMHTECTUHAIIHU YCIOKHEHUS.
PazpaGoTkure Ha KaHaMmara MO TeMara ca W3KIIOYUTEIHO aKTyaJdHH, pa3KpuBar

3al[’bﬂ60quI/ITe My KIWMHHUYHU IIO3HAHUSA W YMCHHA 3a CHPABAHC C KPUTUYHU KIIMHUYHU
CUTyallMu IIPpHU HOBA W HEIIO3HATa 10 MOMCHTA HO30JIOT .

Apyru



B wact or wHayyHure cu pa3pabOTKM KaHAMJATBT HANyCKa MpeAeiuTe Ha
racTPOCHTEPOJIOTHATA U TPEeTUpa MPOOJIEMH KaTO MPEKUBIEMOCT CIIE]l XUPYPIHUUHO JICUCHUE
Ha CHJIOMETPHUAJCH KapIMHOM M NpOyYBaHE Ha HOBM OMOMapKepH 3a paHHA JMarHo3a Ha
OBapUaJIeH KapIUHOM.

Y4yeOHO-IpenogaBaTeicKa JeHHOCT

J-p 3opuuna I'opueBa, a.m. mpecraBs YpocroBepenue (m3x.Ne [-01-2269/27.05.2024r) ot
Meauuusackn YHupepcuter- [lneBeH, ue cwimara e npenogaBaren Ha 0,25 m. an. mo
ycaoBusTta Ha wi. 111 ot KT B karenpa ,,CecTpuHcku TepaneBTUUHH Tprku™ HA D3I, kakTo
U yIOCTOBEpSIBAILl [TPENOJABATENICKH CTax B NpoabkeHne Ha 10 r. 05 mecena u 08 nHu.

YseHcTBA B HAYYHH OPTraHM3AIMU M eKCIIEPTHA J1eHHOCT

H-p T'opueBa e mpencenaren Ha Aconuauusata Ha Miaaure XemnaToracTpoe€HTEpPOJIO3U B
Beirapus m kaTo TakaBa ydacTBa B OpPraHM3MPAHETO HAa HAIIMOHAIHU U MEXIyHAPOIHU
KOHI'peCH U KOH(EPEeHLINHU 3a MIIaZi TaCTPOEHTEPOJIO3H. B KauecTBOTO cH Ha ChOCHOBATEI Ha
EndoBulVision opranusupa mepBHsS [0 poJa CH B CTpaHaTta MEXAYHApPOAEH Kypc 3a
Ennockornicka Perporpaana Xonanruonankpeatorpadus ¢ BOACLM MEXyHApOAHU JIEKTOPH,
npu3Hatd B 51 cBAT. CpOuTHeTro Oemie Oe3 aHamor W a3 KaToO HWHTEPBEHIMOHAJICH
€HJIOCKOIIMCT W MMall MPHUBWIETHATA Ja y4acTBaM B HEro, ro OLEHSBAM M3KIIOUUTEITHO
BHCOKO. To 6e3mopHo j0Kka3Ba crpemexa Ha J[-p ['opueBa ga ch3gaBa yCIIOBUS M MOAIIOMAra
00y4eHMeTO Ha MJIaJM TacTPOEHTEPOJIO3U U €HJOCKOIUCTU OT Lsjiara cTpaHa. Ts wieHyBa
cemio B ESGE, Bwarapckoto aApyXecTBO TO TacTPOSHTEPOIOTHS ChC CEKLIUS IO
raCTpOMHTECTHHANIHA CHJOCKorcus U a0aomuHanHa exorpadus, UEG, CsBMmecTHa
HaIMOHAJTHA OHKOJIOTUYHA Mpexa, beiarapcka aconuamnusi Ha XUPyp3u, TaCTPOCHTEPOIIO3U U
OHKOJIO3U, bbirapcka aconuanus mo yaTpa3ByK B MeAMLIMHATa, bbirapcka aconuanus mo
MHHHUUHBa3MBHA M poOoTtu3upana xupyprus, EASL, Society of Laparoscopic and Robotic
Surgeons. UneH e Ha oHkosornuHaTa komucus npu YMBAJL ,,CBeta Mapuna“ u exxemeceyHo
y4yacTBa B 3aceaHusTa i.

Bb3 ocHOBa Ha U3II0KEHOTO cMATaM, 4e I-p 30pHULA ['opueBa, .M. € U3rpajieH JeKap, yueH
U TIpenojaBares CbC 3HAUUTENIEH IPUHOC 3@ Pa3BUTUETO Ha OBJIrapcKaTa raCTpOCHTEPOIOTHs,
IIOpaJy KOETO J1aBaM CBOsITa MOJIOXKUTEIHA OLICHKA 332 HEWHATa KaHAuJaTypa U IpernopbuBaM
Ha nountaemure wieHose Ha Hayunoro XXypu n1a nanaTt noiokuTeneH BOT U Ja s u30epar 3a
Houent xpM Katenpa ,,CectpuHcku TepaneBTHYHM Ipuku*, dakynrer ,,3paBHU TPHXKH,
MYV-IIneBen. Mmam dyecTra Ja MO3HaBaM KaHJuJaTa JIMYHO UM CbM HAlbJIHO YOeleH B
npodecoHaTHUTE My KadecTBa, €THKaTa, BUCOKHMs MOpaj, KaKkTO M B MOTEHIMaNa My 3a
aKaJIeMUYHO U KapuepHO U3pacTBaHe.

16.06.2024 Ha ocHoBaHue un. 59 ot 33J114

I'p. Codus Jomu. ITetko Kaparwso3os, a.m., FASGE



STATEMENT

FROM ASSOC. PROF. PETKO IVANOV KARAGYOZOV, MD, PHD, FASGE
HEAD OF THE CLINIC OF GASTROENTEROLOGY
ACIBADEM CITY CLINIC, TOKUDA UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL, SOFIA

TOPIC: Competition for the academic post of Associate Professor in the field of
higher education 7. Health and Sports, Professional Field 7.1 [Medicine, in the
scientific speciality Gastroenterology for the needs of the Department of
Nursing Therapeutic Care, Faculty of Health Care at the Medical University —
Pleven

The competition was announced in the State Gazette on 28/02.04.2024. By order No
31/28.05.2024 of the rector of the Medical University - Pleven, | was appointed
member of the Scientific Jury. By decision of the first meeting, | was appointed to
submit an opinion.

Dr Zornitsa Veselinova Gorcheva, MD, PhD has submitted documents for
participation in the competition, which meet all the requirements of the Law on the
Development of Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria, the Regulations for at the
Medical University - Pleven, the Regulations for application of the Law, and the
Regulations for the Development of Academic Staff at Medical University - Pleven.

Biographical data and professional development

Dr Zornitsa Gorcheva, MD, PhD, graduated in Medicine in 2012 From Medical
University — Pleven. In 2016, she completed a master's degree course in public health
and health management at the same university. In 2019, she acquired a speciality in
gastroenterology, and in the same year, she was enrolled in a post-graduate
specialisation course in medical oncology. She obtained a PhD degree after the
successful defence of her dissertation entitled "The role of Pepsinogen I, Pepsinogen Il
and Helicobacter pylori IgG class antibody as non-invasive biomarkers for assessment
of the severity of chronic atrophic gastritis and the risk of gastric cancer™ in 2022. She
has covered all qualification levels in endoscopy, ultrasonography and interventional
procedures under ultrasonographic and endoscopic guidance. She also holds
certificates from numerous qualification courses from abroad. From 2012 to 2019, she
worked as a physician-gastroenterologist at Dr Georgi Stranski University Hospital -
Pleven. From 2019 to the present, he has been a gastroenterologist at St. Marina
University Hospital - Pleven. From 2014 to 2023, he was an assistant professor at the
Department of Nursing Therapeutic Care of the Faculty of Health Care, Medical
University — Pleven. She is a member of many national and international professional
organisations. Since 2022, she has been President of the Association of Young



Hepatogastroenterologists in Bulgaria”. She participates as a researcher in numerous
scientific research projects. Dr Gorcheva is a co-organiser of international events for
young gastroenterologists, co-founder of "Endobulvision”, and organised the first
international course "Fundamentals of Endoscopic Retrograde
cholangiopancreatography” in the country. She is the editor of the gastroenterology
section of the Journal of Biomedical and Clinical Research, and a member of the
scientific committee of the Jubilee Scientific Conference with international
participation "50 Years of Medical Education and Science in Pleven™.

Research activity:

The candidate presented a total of 20 scientific papers, including a monograph and a
dissertation with the corresponding abstract. Of the papers presented, ten were full-text
articles published in international refereed journals. She participated in 16 scientific
events, including 13 national congresses, conferences, and 3 international forums. The
detailed list of publications is presented in tabular form as required.

From the citation report prepared by the Medical Library at MU- Pleven (27.05.2024,
12 citations were registered after reviewing Google Scholar, Web of Science, Scopus,
and de Viso, excluding duplications and self-citations.

The total impact factor of the candidate is 9.194. The number of scientific papers
exceeds the relevant criteria for the academic position of associate professor
(461.5/400 pts.).

The candidate's scientific works are in the following main areas:

- non-invasive biomarkers for the assessment of the severity of atrophic gastritis and
the risk of developing gastric cancer

- epithelial gastric precancerous lesions

- involvement of cholinergic, tachykininergic and nitrergic neurotransmission in
neurotransmitter mechanisms

- training in endoscopic retrograde cholangiopancreatography

- screening for colorectal cancer, role of endoscopy

- gastrointestinal complications of Covid 19 infection

- survival after surgical treatment of endometrial carcinoma

- non-invasive biomarkers for the diagnosis of early ovarian carcinoma

- clinical symptoms after dural sac puncture.

- perioperative changes in serum lactate levels and their role as a predictor of
complications

- incidence of H. pylori among children and adolescents with gastroduodenitis and
ulcer disease.

- colorectal cancer: a study on factors determining prognosis

Contributions (based on published full-text articles and development results).
Some of the contributions are original, some are of confirmatory value, and others are
of practical value. The contributions can be attributed to the following thematic areas:

1. Epithelial precancerous lesions of the stomach.

The candidate presents a monograph entitled "Epithelial precancerous lesions of the
stomach”, which is an in-depth analysis of the current trends in terms of the
histomorphological characterisation of these conditions and the diagnostic methods.



The etiopathogenesis, classification problems, and non-invasive and invasive
evaluation methods of these lesions are described in detail. The presented
monographic work provides clarity in different aspects (pathomorphology,
gastroenterology, oncology) on a topical problem in modern medical science and
solves, to a large extent, the problems concerning terminological and classification
ambiguities and definitions.

2. Non-invasive biomarkers for assessing the severity of atrophic gastritis and the risk
of gastric carcinoma. Changes in serum pepsinogen levels and ratio can be
successfully used as a screening test to assess the risk of developing severe atrophy
and gastric cancer. The role of IgG antibodies against H. pylori, whose testing
increases diagnostic accuracy in screening patients at increased risk of developing
gastric cancer, is also defined.

3. Research on neurotransmitter systems determining colonic motor activity in animal
models.

4. Training opportunities in ERCP.

The candidate is currently participating in an international collaborative study on the
topic, which addresses a very important issue: i.e. the lack of structured interventional
endoscopy programs in most countries. It defines the need for these training sessions
to be done in high-volume specialised centres. The study's results could contribute to
Improving and enhancing training outcomes in this complex and risky endoscopic
technique.

5. Colorectal cancer guidelines for successful screening programs and the role of
colonoscopy as a screening method.

In a scholarly paper, the candidate reviewed in detail the various screening strategies,
discussing their shortcomings and highlighting the need to implement effective
programs that would reduce the incidence and mortality of colorectal cancer at the
population level.

6. Covid-19 gastrointestinal complications.

The candidate's work on this topic is highly relevant, revealing her in-depth clinical
knowledge and skills in dealing with critical clinical situations in a new and previously
unknown nosology.

7. Other

In some of her scientific works, the candidate leaves the confines of gastroenterology
and addresses issues such as survival after surgical treatment of endometrial carcinoma
and the study of new biomarkers for early diagnosis of ovarian cancer.

Teaching activities

Dr Zornitsa Gorcheva, PhD submitted a certificate (Ref. Ne i-01-2269/27.05.2024)
from Medical University - Pleven, verifying she is a part-time lecturer (0.25 of —full-
time load under the terms of Art. 111 of the Labour Code) in the Department of
Nursing Therapeutic Care of the Faculty of Nursing, and certifying teaching
experience of 10 years 05 months and 08 days.

Memberships in scientific organisations and expert activities
Dr. Gorcheva is President of the Association of Young Hepatogastroenterologists in
Bulgaria and, in this capacity, participates in organising national and international



congresses and conferences for young gastroenterologists. As a co-founder of
Endobulvision, she was the first to organise an international course on endoscopic
retrograde cholangiopancreatography in the country, with leading international
lecturers recognised worldwide. The event was unparalleled, and I, as an interventional
endoscopist with the privilege to participate, appreciated it immensely. It undeniably
proves Dr Gorcheva's commitment to creating conditions and supporting the training
of young gastroenterologists and endoscopists from all over the country. She is also a
member of ESGE, the Bulgarian society of gastroenterology with a section on
gastrointestinal endoscopy and abdominal ultrasonography, UEG — a joint national
oncology network, the Bulgarian Association of Surgeons, Gastroenterologists and
Oncologists, the Bulgarian Association of Ultrasound in Medicine, the Bulgarian
Association of Minimally Invasive and Robotic Surgery, EASL, the Society of
Laparoscopic and Robotic Surgeons. She is a member of the Oncology Committee at
St. Marina University Hospital and participates in its monthly meetings.

Based on the above, | believe that Dr Zornitsa Gorcheva, MD, PhD, is an
accomplished physician, scientist and teacher who significantly contributes to the
development of gastroenterology in Bulgaria. Therefore, | declare my positive
assessment of her candidacy and recommend that the honourable members of the
Scientific Jury vote positively and elect her as Associate Professor at the Department
of Nursing Therapeutic Care of the Faculty of Nursing, MU-Pleven. | have the honour
to know the candidate personally and am fully convinced of her professional qualities,
ethics, high morals, and potential for academic and career development.

16.06.2024 Ha ocHoBaHue un. 59 ot 33J1

Sofia Assoc. Prof. Petko Karagyozov, MD, PhD, FASGE



