CTAHOBUIIE

BBPXY MaTepUajUTe 3a y4acThe B KOHKYpC 3a 3a€MaHe Ha aKkaJeMHuYHa JUTHKHOCT "moneHT" ,
obnact Ha BHcHIe oOpa3oBaHue 6. ArpapHu Hayku M BeTepuHapHa meaunuHa , [TH 6.4.
Berepunapna meauiuHa, (Hay4Ha) CICUATHOCT ,,(DU3HOIOTHs HA JKHBOTHUTE U YOBeKa™,
3a HyXAuTe Ha ¢akynrer ,,BerepuHapna menununa“, MeaunuHcku yHuBepcuteT — IlneseH,
00siBeH B JIbprkaBeH BecTHUK Op. 51/24. 06. 2025 1.

Kanauaar 3a yuactue B KoHKypca e: I'i1. ac. 1-p Anron Xyan-Xopxe Kapo

Ynen na HayuyHoTo Kypu cbe craHoBumie: aH (aBMH) Anren IletpoB Boaenuuapos,
npodecop B IIH 6.4. Berepunapna MenuiiiHa, OMBIIT YHUBEPCUTETCKH MPEIOaBaTE] BHB
Berepunapnomequiuuacku  ¢axkynter Ha Tpakuiickm yHuBepcuter, Crapa 3aropa,
MOHAcTOosIIEeM roct-mpodecop B MeaAUIIMHCKN YHUBEpCcUTET — [111eBeH, Ha3HAUYEH ChC 3aM0BE]
Ha PexTopa Ha MenunuHacku YHuBepcuteT - [IneBen Ne 3322/22.08.2025 r., Ha ocHOBaHUE Ha
Pemenne na Axkanemuuen cbBeT (IIporokon Ne 3 ot 21.07.2025r1.)

Kparku 6morpadguynu 1aHHU 3a KAaHAUIATA

I'maBen acucteHT n-p AHTOH XyaH-Xopxe Kapo e poaen Ha 9 suyapu 1981 r. Toit
3aBbpIIIBa BHCIIE 00pa30BaHKE MO CHEIUAIHOCTTA OT peryiupanu npodecuu ,,.Berepunapna
meaunuHa“ BbB dakynrera no Berepunapna menununa (®BM) na JlecoTexHuuecku
yauBepcuter (JITY) ¢ oOpasoBarenHo-kBanupuUKaIMOHHATa CTENEeH ,,MarucTbp u
npodecroHanHa KB (uKaus ,,serepuHapen yekap™ mpe3 2006 r. Ot 12. 12. 2006 r. no
1. 07. 2007 r. pabotu karo mukpoduosuor B MHcturyra no mukpoodbuosnorus ,,Axan. Credan
Awnrenos* npu BAH. Cnep ToBa, B mpoabikenue Ha uetupu roguni (1. 09. 2007 — 31. 08. 2011
T.) € JOKTOPAHT 10 miporpama ,,Mapus Kropu‘“ ¢ Tema Ha qucepTaiuoHHUS TPy ,,IloTeHtnan-
3aBUCMMHU KaJIMEBU KaHAIM OT AMOHOB por Ha rpu3aun’ B MHCTUTyTa MO MOJIEKYJspHA
¢uznonorus u reseruka bparucnasa, CnoBamka PenyOnuka. Ha 15. 03. 2012 r. 3amuTasa
aucepranus Ha Tema ,,Voltage-dependent Calcium Channels in Rodent Hypocampus® u
npunoouBa 0OpazoBaTeHaTa U Hay4YHa CTENeH ,,JlokTop® no cnenuannocrra @U3noaorus.
[Monyuenara odunmanna mumuioma 3a gokrop (PhD) ot ynuBepcutera ,,KomeHcku™ B
bpatucnaBa e npuszHara ot MY — IlneBen, cwprimacHo un. 5, an. 4, 1. 2 or 3PACPb
(YnocroBepenne Ne 004/26.02.2024 1.). Ot 1.09. 2011 r. 1o 30. 06. 2013 r. e MOCT-TOKTOPAHT
B HayuHo-u3cnenoBaTencku MHCTUTYT Ha yHUBepcuteTa B rp. bopmo, ®@panuus, ¢ TemMa Ha
paspaboTkara ,buoceHzop 3a 00pa0oTKa Ha pa3IUYHU EINEKTPUYHU CHUTHAIU TpU
naHkpeatuunu [ (OGera)-xnerku™. Ilpe3 cnenBammara OiaM30 TOAMHA M TOJOBHHA TOH €
MperoiaBaTeN-CyrecToneAaror o ucnaHcku e3uk B Codus M TUPEKTOp Ha MEXIyHapOaHA
cyrectoneaarornyecka mkosja B AMepuKaHCKus Kojex B Map6einna, Mcnianus, a cien ToBa €

CIICUAIHCT IO TCXHUYCCKA MOAAPBIKKA HA KOMITFOTBPHU CUCTEMU B CO(i)I/IfI.



H-p Kapo craptupa kapuepara cu Ha YHUBEPCUTETCKHU Tpenogasaren B KHOrozanaaeH
yauBepcuteT ,,Heoput Puncku®, bmaroeBrpam karo acucTeHT 1O (HU3HOJOTHS, HO 3a
CPaBHUTEIHO KbC MEpUOJ — eIHa KajieHaapHa roguua (15. 02. 2018 — 15. 02. 2019 r.).
Mex1yBpeMeHHO MpoIbJKaBa paboTaTa CU KaTo METOANYEH ekcrepT no cyrecronenus (1. 09.
2016 1.—20231.). OT 15. 06. 2023 1m0 14. 11. 2023 T. € aCUCTEHT, @ HETIOCPEACTBEHO CJIE/ TOBA
e m30paH Ha akageMHUYHaTa IBKHOCT ,TJIaBEH AaCHCTCHT" MO (HU3UOJOTHS B KaTelupa
,,Pu3nonorus u naropusnonorus’ Ha Gakynrera nma meguiuHa — MY, [lneseH, kbaeTo padboTu

X ITIOHACTOAIIICM.

ChoTBeTCTBHE HA NOJAJCHHUTE JOKYMEHTH M MaTepHa/li HAa KaHaMgara ¢
n3uckyemure cbriaacio Ilpasuiannka 3a PAC B MY - IlieBen;

[Ipernena Ha npeacTaBEeHUTE NOKYMEHTHM M Marepuann Ha A-p Kapo de Te ca B
CBhOTBETCTBUE C U3UCKYEMUTE ChITIacHO [IpaBuiHMKa 3a pa3BUTHE HA aKaJEMUYHUS ChCTaB B
MY. He Oerie ycTaHOBEHO KaKTO IJIaraTCTBO, Taka M HEJOCTOBEPHOCT HA HAYUYHUTE JaHHU B
Hay4YHHTE U3CIICIBAHU.

OTHOCHO M3IBJIHEHMETO HA 3aJBJDKUTEIHHUTE IIOKA3aTelId MOXKE Ja C€ U3ThKHE, 4e
KaHJUJaTa He CaMo ' IIOKPHBA, HO U NIPEBUIIaBa HAKOU OT TAX, KaTo nokaszarenu ' u 1 — npu

n3uckyemu 200 u 50, u3nbiaHeHueTo € cboTBeTHO 234,15 u 0.

AHaJIU3 HA HAYYHOM3CJIeI0BATEJICKATA JAeHHOCT.

B Hacrosimusa konkype a-p Kapo yuacta ¢ 12 myGnukanuu B bJI€H TEKCT, OT KOUTO S
B pedepupanu U MHAEKCUPAHH B CBETOBHOM3BECTHM 0a3u JaHHU C HaydHa HHGOpMAIIUs
(Scopus u Web of science), a 7 ca nyOiaukyBaHuH B HepedepHUpaHH CIHCAHHUS C HAyIHO
peuensupane. CelieM OT TAX ca Ha aHTJIMHCKY €3UK, @ OCTAaHAINTE ca OTIeYaTaH! Ha OBbJIrapCKU
e3uk. Hapen ¢ Te3u TpynoBe, ca NpeCTaBeHH U JiBe MOHOTrpaduu — eHaTa Ha OBJIrapcku, a
Jpyrara Ha aHIVIMMCKHM, KaKTO M KHHMra Mo TemaTa Ha JAMCEpPTAlMOHHUS TPYyJ — CBIIO Ha
aHMIMHACKN e3uK. CaMOCTOSTETHUTE MyOJIMKAllMU ca JIB€, a T€3H, B KOUTO KaHJIUIATHT € Ha
oppBO MsAcTO — 3, wiu obmo noutu 42%. IlpaBu BmeuaTiieHWe, 4e JBE OT CTAaTUUTE
(konexkTuBHH, B enHaTa A-p Kapo e Bojemy aBTop), ca OTHeYaTaHW B MPECTHIXKHH HAYYHHU
CIHMCAaHMsI C BUCOK MMMakT-pakTop. B Tax yuactBaT ome yueHu ot CroBakus, Urtamus u

I'epmanus.

OTtpaskeHue Ha MOCTUTHATHUTE Pe3yJITATH B HAYYHATA JUTEpaTypa
CnpaBkara, u3BbBpIIeHa OT OuOmmorekata Ha MY — IlneBen, moka3Ba ue mpH

nperjenany mo ChboTBeTHHS pea 0aza mannu B Scopus, Web of Science u Google Scholar ca



HaMmepeHu 96 nutupanus. B ToBa oTHOIIEHHE OCBEH rojieMusi Opoil Ha UTHPAHUITA, OCOOCHO
BIICYATIICHUE MPaBU U (aKTa, 4e HEMaJKa 4acT OT TSIX ca OT CTaTHUH, MyOJIMKYBaHU B TBBPIC
AaBTOPUTETHH CIIMCAaHUs C JOCTa BHUCOK HMMOakT-¢akTop, a umeHHo: Nature Reviews
Neuroscience, Trends in Pharmacological Sciences, Progress in Neurobiology, Journal of
Neuroscience, Channels u ap.

B mpencraBenutre MoHorpaduM, KHMATaTa MO TeMaTa Ha JUCEpTAlMsATa W HAyYHHTE
myOJIMKAalMU MOTaT Ja C€ 0YePTaAT KaKTO OPUTHHAIHH, TaKa M MOTBbPAUTEHA NPUHOCH, TI0-
BaXHUTE OT KOUTO IO MOE€ MHEHUE, Ca:

1. OGoraTtenu ca ChHIIECTBYBAIIUTE MPEICTABH 32 00OPa30BAHUETO U Ca MPETIOKECHH

MHOBAaTUBHH PELICHHUS 32 MO-e(PEKTHUBHO YCBOsIBAaHE Ha 3HAHMSI, 0a3MpaHu HA (PU3HOIIOTUIHUTE
OCHOBH Ha YOBEIIKOTO IMOBEJICHHE W y4YCHE - OPUTMHAJIEH HaydeH NpUHOC B objacTra Ha
MeJarorukara u Ncuxo(u3noNorusTa.

2. llpu npocnensBaHe Ha Bpb3KaTa MEXKIY €BOJIIONMATA HA MO3bKa IpU OO3aiHULINTE,
Pa3BUTHETO HA MHTEIIMTCHTHOCTTA IIPU KUBOTHHUTE U XOPaTa, KAKTO U POJISITa HA EMOLIUUTE TIPU
TSAX, Ca HAIPABEHU OPUTHHAIHH M MPAKTUUYECKU NMPUHOCH. [lpemmoskeHu ca He camo 3HaHUS,
HO M MHCTPYMEHTH 32 JIMYHOCTHO Pa3BUTHE U EMOLIMOHAIHO Onarononyyue. CbBceM YMECTHO
€ MOJAYepPTaHO 3HAUYCHHWETO Ha NUMOHMYHATA cucTeMa Mpu (GOopMUpaHE HA E€MOIMUTE KaTo
MEXaHM3MHU 3a aJaNnTalys U OLEJIIBaHE U € MPEAJIOKEH HOB MOJIEN 3@ CIPaBsIHE ChC CTpeEca, U
yIIpaBJICHUE HAa EMOIUHTE

3. C yCcTaHOBEHOTO, Y€ HUMOJUIIMHBT BIUSHUE HE CAMO BbPXY KaJIUEBUTE, HO U BBPXY
KaJIIIMEeBO-aKTUBUPAHUTE U MOTEHIMAI-3aBUCUMUTE KAJIMEBU KaHAIM, € JOIPUHECEHO 3a I0-
LSAJIOCTHO pa30upaHe Ha KJIEThYHATa €1eKTPO(PU3UOIOTHSL.

4. 3a mbpBU ITBT Ca MPOCIEIEHU KIOYOBH MTapaMeTpH KaTO MEMOpaHeH MOTEHIMAI B

NOKOH, Ha HeoHaTadHU xunokamnaaHu CAl HEBpOHHU OT IUIBXOBE, KyJTHUBUPAHH in Vitro, a
CBILIO BXOJHO CHIIPOTUBIICHUE U KIICTHUCH KalAIMTET 110 JIHU OT pa3BuTueTo (4 1o 13 nuu).

5. Pa3paboTeH € MHOTO MO-TIPEIM3EH CEH30p OT TPAJAUIIMOHHUTE TAKMBA, KOWTO M3IOJI3BA
MaHKPEaTHIHU [(-KJIETKH, KOUTO Ca CIIOCOOHM Ja MHTErPUPAT MHOXKECTBO (PH3MOJIOTHYHH
CUTHAJIM, HEe caMo Iioko3a. [IpemnokeHu ca cneuruUyHM anropuTMu 3a oOpaboTKa Ha
CUTHAQJIM, KOMTO TO3BOJSIBAT pasfiefisHE M aHAJTU3 KaKTO Ha OaBHMTE, Taka M Ha Obp3uTe
oclLMIaluy, HabmogaBaHu B B-kiaeTkute. ToBa BOAM 10 MO-TOYHO M HAJASKIHO KOpEIHpaHe
MEXy CUTHAINTE W KOHIICHTPAIUUTE Ha TIFOKO03a.

6. Hemonctpupano e, 9e L-tun xammuesute kanamm (LTCC), n mo-konkperHo Cavl.2,
UTpasT pelaBalia pojs 1o OTHOIIEHUE Ha MPOoLecUTe Ha (popMUpaHETO Ha MaMeTTa U TeHHaTa

CKCIIPCCHUA B HEPBHATA CUCTCMaA.



7. TlpuHOC KbM H3SICHSIBAaHE HA HEBPOHHATA TUIACTUYHOCT € YCTAaHOBEHHUS (DaKT Kak
Mopdonornunute n3MeHenus Ha PC12 kneTkure ca mpsKko CBbpP3aHH € IPOIECH Ha aJarlTalus
110 OTHOILIEHHE HA TPAHCMEMOPAHHUTE TPAHCIIOPTHH MIPOTEHHHU.

8. JlokasaHa e TepaneBTHuHaTa u mpodunakrnyna epexrusaoct Ha Difurol-1 wim Difurol-
2% cien MHTPAayTEpUHHO MPHUIIOKEHUE MPU KPaBU — 3HAYUTEIIHO MMOBUIIIABAHE 3aILJI0IIEMOCTTA
IIpU KpaBH U OMBOJIMIIM U HA e(heKTa OT JICUEHUETO Ha PA3TMYHU XPOHHUYHH €HIOMETPHUTH, TIPH

n00pa JIoKaJiHa 1 001112 MOHOCUMOCT, 0€3 CTPaHUYHU PeaKIUH.

YyacTue B HAYYHHU MPOEKTH
J1-p Kapo e B3en yuactue B Tpu MeXAYHAPOIHN HAYYHH IPOEKTa, OT KOUTO JBYCTPAHEH MPOEKT
mexay ¢gupmara Innate Pharmaceuticals, 1lIsenuss 1 MHCTHTYTa 110 MUKPOOHOJIOTHS ,,aKal.
Credan Anrenos* ksM BAH (09. 2006 r. — 08. 2007 .). u npyru 1Ba, GuHAHCHUPAHU CHOTBETHO
ot: lllecta pamkoBa nporpama Ha EC (09. 2007 r. — 08. 2010 r., YauBepcureTt ,,KameHncku*,
Bbpatucnasa, Cnosamika pernyonuka) u Hartmonannara nayuna arenmus (09. 2011 r. — 08. 2013

r., Yausepcuret bopno, @pannus).

IIpenogaBaresicka qeifHOCT ¥ y4eOHA 35€TOCT
Ot nannute B Y gocroBepenune (Ne860./10. 07. 2025 r ) ot prroBoacTBOTO Ha MY — [lneBeH e
BUIHO, 4¢ AHTOH Kapo 3a akagemuunute 2023/2024 u 2025/2025 ronuHu € peanu3upa
yueOHa HaTOBapeHOCT ChC CTYACHTH (B €KBUBaJEHTHH yacoBe), cboTBeTHO 1102,5 1 1200,2,
win obmo 3202,7 yaca. Toll e M3HACAN JEKIUU M MPOBEXJal MPAKTUYECKU 3aHATUS T10
cnenuanHocture ,,Meaumuna®, ,, @apmanus® , ,,3npaBHu rpuxu’ u ,,O0IIECTBEHO 3/IpaBe,

T.C. BbB BCHYKHU Q)aKyHTeTI/I Ha YHUBCPCUTCTA.

3akiaoueHue
HamnpaBeHusT aHanu3 Ha Hay4YHOU3CIIEIOBATEIICKATa U MpeTogaBaTesicKaTa AeHHOCT, MU 1aBaT
JIOCTaThYHO OCHOBAaHME J1a JaM IOJOKUTENHA OIICHKA W Ja MpernopbyaM M Ha OCTaHAIUTE
yBaXkaeMu ujieHoBe Ha HayuyHOTO XypH Ja riacyBa MOJIOKHUTENIHO A-p AHTOH XyaH-Xopxe
Kapo, n.B.M. na 3aeme akajgeMHuYHaTa IIBXHOCT ,JOLEHT 3a HyxauTe Ha dDakynrter

Bereprnnapna Mmequnnna npu Meaunuscku ynusepeuteT — [eBen.

07.10. 2025 r. C yBaxenue: Ha ocHoBanme un. 59 or 331

I'p. [IneBen /mpod. n-p Anren BoaeHn4apos, 1.B.M.H./



REVIEW
on the materials submitted for participation in a competition for the academic position of
"Associate Professor,” field of higher education 6. Agricultural Sciences and Veterinary
Medicine, subfield (professional direction) 6.4. Veterinary Medicine, (scientific) specialty
"Animal Pathology,"” for the needs of the Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, Medical University
— Pleven, announced in State Gazette No. 51/24.06.2025.

The candidate for participation in the competition is: Dr. Branimir lvanov Nikolov, DVM

Member of the Scientific Jury with a review: DSc (DVMSc) Angel Petrov Vodenicharov,

professor in professional direction 6.4. Veterinary Medicine, former university lecturer at the
Faculty of Veterinary Medicine of Trakia University, Stara Zagora, currently a visiting
professor at the Medical University — Pleven.

Brief biographical data of the candidate

Dr. Branimir Nikolov was born on July 15, 1983. In 2002, he graduated from the Veterinary
Medicine Technical School in Lovech, with a professional qualification as a "veterinary
technician”. From 2005 to 2011, he was a student in the regulated profession "Veterinary
Medicine" at the University of Forestry (UF) and graduated with a Master’s degree and
professional qualification as a "veterinary doctor”. Immediately afterward, for a period of four
years — until 2015, he was at the Institute of Experimental Morphology, Pathology and
Anthropology with Museum at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences (IEMPAM — BAS). There,
as a doctoral student, he developed and successfully defended a dissertation titled
"ALTERNATIVE IN OVO TESTS FOR EMBRYOTOXICITY, MUTAGENICITY AND
CARCINOGENICITY" in the scientific specialty "Animal Pathology" and was awarded the
educational and scientific degree of "Doctor.” During the same period, he also served as an
assistant in general pathology and pathological anatomy at University of Forestry, and
afterwards, for eight years (2015 — 2023), he worked as a veterinarian in a veterinary clinic,
primarily focusing on General and Clinical Pathology, Surgery, and Infectious Pathology. Since
November 20, 2023, he has been employed at the Medical University, where he continues to
work at present time.

Dr. Nikolov has completed specialized courses in "Tumor Immunology and Nanomedicine,"
"Tissue Engineering,” and "Special Pathology of Animals,” conducted at IEMPAM — BAS,
Sofia.



Compliance of the submitted documents and materials of the candidate with the
requirements according to the Regulations for the Development of Academic Staff at
Medical University (MU) — Pleven

The review of the submitted documents and materials of Dr. Nikolov showed that they comply
with the requirements according to the regulatory documents. Neither plagiarism in the
scientific works nor falsification of scientific data in the research was found.Regarding the
fulfillment of the mandatory indicators, it can be noted that the candidate not only meets them
but exceeds all of them, namely: A — mandatory/completion - 50/80, B — 100/105.2, C —
200/202.5, and D — 50/75, respectively.

Evaluation of the candidate’s research, applied scientific, and publication activity

The candidate in the competition has presented 32 scientific works and a book based on the
defended dissertation, with all publications available in full text. Of these, 28 (87.7%) are
published in scientific journals that are refereed and indexed in internationally recognized
scientific databases, while the remaining 4 (12.5%) are in non-refereed journals with scientific
review. In three of the publications (9.4%) Dr. Nikolov is the single author, in 5 (15.6%) he is
the first author, and in 9 (28.1%) he is the second author. In the remaining ones, he occupies
the third or subsequent positions. From the above, it is evident that in more than half of the
publications — 17 or 53.1% — the candidate has a leading or primary role not only in planning
and designing the respective research, but also in publishing its results.

The directions of the publications are entirely in the field of animal pathology and can be
grouped, as follows:

Experimental pathology — 6 (18.75%)

Infectious pathology in pigs — 9 (28.1%)

Infectious pathology in small ruminants — 7 (21.9%)

Infectious pathology in birds — 5 (15.6%)

Clinical pathology — 5 (15.6%)

The impact factor is IF — 1.576, and the SGR value is 0.952.

Within this relatively wide range of scientific studies, a number of contributions of original,
scientifically applied, and practical character could be outlined, which are of significant
importance for veterinary pathology and clinical practice. Among them, the following can be
highlighted:

- In extensive studies on Enzootic Pneumonia (EP) and Actinobacillary Pleuropneumonia

(APP) among pigs in Bulgaria, a good preventive effect of vaccination was observed,



manifested by improvement in clinical condition and reduction of pathological changes in the
lungs. In addition, better production results were achieved (higher average daily gain, lower
morbidity and mortality).

- In the assessment and analysis of the degree and severity of pathomorphological lesions in the
lungs of pigs naturally infected with Mycoplasma hyopneumoniae, it was found that in 64% of
cases, postmortem, macroscopic changes characteristic of enzootic pneumonia were observed.
Changes in 40.4% of cases were specific for mono-infection with M. hyopneumoniae, and in
59.6% of cases, changes were specific for co-infection between M. hyopneumoniae and A.
pleuropneumoniae. It was noted that a moderate degree of lung involvement predominated.

- The comparative study on the therapeutic potential of enrofloxacin and florfenicol in industrial
pig farms in Bulgaria, in pigs infected with Mycoplasma hyopneumoniae, showed a high
therapeutic effect for the former - 89.6%, and 75.6% for the latter antibiotic. It was concluded
that the two antibiotics are equivalent in the therapy of enzootic pneumonia.

- A vaccination strategy has been developed to control enzootic pneumonia in industrial pig
farming.

- Secondary bacterial pathogens have been identified in nasal and lung samples from pigs of
various age groups affected by respiratory infection involving M. hyopneumoniae and A.
pleuropneumoniae. Notably, the majority of bacterial isolates exhibit high levels of resistance
to tetracycline antibiotics.

- The results obtained from the extensive studies on the prevalence, etiology, diagnosis, and
prevention of mastitis in goats, as well as the conclusions drawn from them, are important and
useful for farmers and veterinarians in combating and preventing mastitic diseases. - For the
first time in Bulgaria, HPAIV H5N1 has been isolated and analyzed in Dalmatian pelicans, with
clinical symptoms and histopathological changes in natural infection with the virus being
described.

- Clinical signs, macroscopic lesions, histopathological changes, and the distribution of viral
antigen in various tissues and organs have been studied using immunohistochemistry and a
mouse monoclonal antibody against influenza A virus nucleoprotein, in natural infection with
HPAI H5NS8 virus in pheasants (Phasianus colchicus).

- An assessment has been made of the diagnostic capabilities of various serological tests for
detecting antibodies against the Influenza A virus in wild birds from different samples (serum;
yolk), and it has been concluded that the correct approach to obtaining consistent results

requires that the samples be tested with several different laboratory tests.



In addition to the mentioned contributions, attention should also be given to the cases described
in the section "Clinical Pathology," which, although anecdotal, were conducted at a high level
and presented quite competently. It is noteworthy that not only classical morphological methods
were used, but also immunohistochemistry (e.g., a-SMA to support histopathological and
differential diagnosis when examining a tumor from the reproductive organs of a female dog),
as well as computed tomography of the chest and abdominal organs in a bear, etc.

| also consider it appropriate to briefly express my pleasant impression of the results reflected
in the candidate's dissertation, primarily related to the use in recent years of avian embryos as
an innovative and reliable experimental model system (in ovo models) for studying the various
mechanisms of carcinogenesis. In this sense, the data from the conducted studies (mostly
original in nature) shed new light on the complex processes of carcinogenesis, mutagenicity,
and the embryotoxic potential of chemical substances in embryos of different bird species
(turkeys, White Leghorn chickens, line 151, guinea fowl, and Japanese quails).

Overall, I accept the author's report on the contributions without critical remarks.

Participation in scientific forums

The total number of the candidate’s participations in scientific forums is 17, of which 3 are
abroad and 14 in Bulgaria with international participation. In addition to presenting scientific
communications, the candidate has also been involved in organizing and conducting the events,

as well as participating in their organizational committees.

Impact of the candidate’s published results

The total number of established citations is 69 — 57 citations in foreign sources and 12 citations
in Bulgarian sources. Many of the identified and officially indicated citations in foreign sources
have a relatively high impact factor for veterinary medicine. Examples include Microorganisms
(IF for 2024 — 4.2, 5-year IF — 4.6), Virology (IF for 2024 — 3.8, 5-year IF — 3.7), and others, as
well as, for instance, Equine Clinics in North America: Equine Practice (IF for 2024 — 1.5, 5-

year IF — 1.7) and other similar journals specific to veterinary medicine.

Participation in scientific, applied scientific, and educational projects

At the University of Forestry, Dr. Nikolov participated in four national projects — one scientific
and three educational — under the Operational Program "Human Resources Development".

As a member of the Medical University, he participated in Project BG-RRP-2.004-0003
"Research University: Medical University - Pleven, Strategic Research and Innovation
Development Program,” co-financed by the European Union as a researcher, category "Senior



Associate R2" of project No. 3/2024 "Investigation of electrical and mechanical phenomena

during different degrees of ischemia using a coronary guide" — Contract No. 65/25.03.2025.

Teaching and educative activity of the candidate

This activity was carried out at the University of Forestry — Sofia during the period 2011 — 2015
and is mainly focused on two areas.

1. Teaching students in the specialty "Veterinary Medicine" (Master's degree) — conducting
practical exercises in the subjects General Pathology and Pathological Anatomy with Necropsy
Techniques for different animal species.

2. Participation in the development and updating of: curricula for compulsory and elective
courses, presentations for practical classes, tests for ongoing assessment; conducting semester

exams, preparation, and work with teaching documentation.

Critical remarks and recommendations
Overall, I have no specific critical notes regarding any of the main activities of the candidate.
I would like to recommend that in the future he apply to participate in international scientific

projects under European Union framework programs and other reputable institutions.

Personal Impressions

My personal impressions are primarily related to Dr. Nikolov's participation in the two visits of
the Expert Groups for the evaluation of the Faculty of Veterinary Medicine and the Veterinary
Medicine program at the Medical University — Pleven. It became clear during these visits the
extensive work carried out by Dr. Nikolov in preparing all the required documentation, which
was very well prepared and presented. My positive impressions were further enhanced during
the opening of the Faculty of Veterinary Medicine building at the "Dr. Edward Haskel"
educational base of the Medical University — Pleven in the town of Pordim, which has been
fully renovated, equipped, and completely adapted for conducting a highly effective educational

process with the active participation of the candidate for associate professor.

Conclusion

The materials submitted for the competition present Dr. Nikolov as an established, highly
qualified specialist, with unquestionable potential to plan and conduct scientific research with
significant results. His teaching activities cover all aspects of practical training of students in
veterinary pathology. The results of these activities, inherent to veterinary medicine education,
provide grounds to consider the candidate a promising specialist in animal pathology, a



profession that veterinary medicine in Bulgaria greatly needs. This, along with my personal
impressions, gives me sufficient reason to rank and give a positive evaluation of the candidate.
My assessment of the candidate's overall work provides enough basis to recommend to the
members of the esteemed Scientific Jury to vote positively for Dr. Branimir Ivanov Nikolov,
DVM, to occupy the academic position of "Associate Professor” in Animal Pathology, from
professional direction 6.4 Veterinary Medicine, for the needs of the Faculty of Veterinary
Medicine at MU - Pleven.

September 29", 2025 With respect: Ha ocHoBaHue un, 59 or 331/



