CTAHOBHUIIE

Bbpxy maTepuanure, pe1oCTaBEHU 3a y4acTHE B KOHKYPC 32 3a€MaHe Ha akaJeMH4YHaTa
JUTB)KHOCT ,,JlomeHT* oOnact Ha Bucimie obOpazoBaHue 6. ArpapHu HayKM M BETEpHUHApHA
MeAUIINHA, PoPecHOHANHO HampasiieHue 6.4. BerepunapHa MeauiMHa, HaydyHa CHEIUATHOCT
,,11aToJIOTusl HA *KUBOTHHUTE", 00siBeH B J[bpikaBeH BecTHUK, Op. 51 ot 24.06. 2025 r. u B caiiTa
Ha MenuuuHcku yHusepcurer rp. IlinesBen, 3a Hyxaure Ha karenpa ,,KilMHMYHM Hayku“ Ha

®akynrer Berepunapna meguuuna npu MY — [1neBeH.

Kanguaar 3a YuyacTue B KOHKYpca:

A-p bpanumup Banos HukoJios, 1.B.M.

M3rorBua cranoBumero: aou. A-p Wiausin PaneB KoctoB, rnaBeH BeTepuHapeH Hu
caHutapeH uHcriekrop Ha buirapus, BABX, rp. Codus, obnact Ha Bucuie oOpazoBanue 6.0.
ArpapHu HayKH M BEeTepHUHApHA MEIUIMHA, TpodecHoHaTHO HanpasieHue 6.4. BerepunapHa
MEIUIIMHA, HayYHa CIIEUATHOCT ,,BeTeprHapHO — caHUTapHa €KCIepTH3a™, YWieH Ha Hay4YHO
Kypu, cbriacHo 3amoBen Ne 3320/22.08.2025 r. na npod. Jdobpomup umutpos, a.M.,

Pextop na MVY-Ilnesen.

1. Kparku OuorpaumyHm JaHHM 32 KAaHAMJATA

J-p Bpanumup MBanoB Hukonos e poxen Ha 15.07.1983r. B rpan Jlykosurt, o6ma. JloBeu. B
nepuona 1998-2002 r ce oOy4yaBa BbB BeTepuHapHOMEIMIIMHCKM TEXHUKYM, rp. JloBeu u
NpUI00MBa CIIELMATHOCT BeTeprHapeH TexHuK. [1pe3 nepuona 2005-2011 r. 3aBbpIiBa BUCLIETO CH
obpaszoBanue ¢ OKC ,Maructep no BerepuHapHa MequuuHa BbB Daxynrer no Berepunapha
MenuiHa KpM Jlecorexundecku yausepcurert, Tp. Codust. 3a mepuona 05.10.2011 —05.10.2015 .,
CleZl TPOBEJIEH KOHKYpC € MpPHET 3a acCHCTeHT Mo JucuurummHure no OOm@a maroiorus |
[laronormyHa aHatoMusi KbM Kareapa ,,AKYyIIEpCTBO, OMOTEXHOJOTUS Ha pENpOayKLHUsATA,
MaToJIoTHYHa aHatoMust W Ouoxumus,” BbB Dakyirer no BerepunapHa MeauIHA KbM
Jlecorexumuecku yHuBepcuteT, Tp. Codwus. Karo mokropaHT Ha caMOCTOSITETHA TOATOTOBKA,
3ayncnen npe3 2013 rox. kpM ,,VIHCTUTYT MO €KCIIepUMEHTaTHa MOPQOJIOTHs, MaToiorus 1
anTpononiorust ¢ mysei“ - BAH, rp. Codusi, 1-p Huxonos paspaborsa u npe3 2015 r. ycrenso
3all[UTaBa JUCEPTALMOHEH TPYA Ha TeMa: ,,AITEPHATUBHHU in OVO TECTOBE 3a €eMOPHOTOKCUYHOCT,
MYTareHHOCT 1 KaHIEPOreHHOCT U My € IpUChieHa oOpa3zoBaresHaTa U HaydHa cterieH - OHC

“Ilokrop” - Hurmuoma Ne 000637 ot 05.10.2015 r nmo nHayyna cneuuanHoct “Ilaromorust Ha



xuBoTHUTE”. 3a mepwoma 10.2015 . — 11.2023 r . paGoTu Kato BETEpUHApPEH JICKAp BBHB
Berepunapna kimHuKa 3a IpeOHU KUBOTHH — Tp. [lneBeH, ¢ mIaBHa HACOYEHOCT B KIMHUYHATA
MIaTOJIOTHs, OHKOXUpYprusta W uH(pekumosHara maronorus. Ot mecen HoemBpu 2023 rox. 1o
00sBSIBAHE HAa KOHKypca 3a 3aeMaHe Ha akaJieMUYHara JTbXKHOCT ,/JlomeHT”, n-p Bpanumup
Huxono pabGotu B MeauumHcku yHuBepcuTeT Tp. [Ineen. /[-p HukonoB Biajee aHIIMIICKH 31K
IIMCMEHO U roBopuMo Ha HUBO Bl u B2. Kanaunarst npurexaBa 100py KOMYHUKAaTHBHU YMEHHS
U OTIMYHA paboTa B eKHIl, IPUIOOUTH 1O BpeMe Ha paboTara My Karo acHCTEHT, JOKTOPAaHT KbM

BAH u npakTyKyBaIi BeTepUHapeH JieKap.

2. ChoTBeTCTBHE HA MOAA/ICHUTE JOKYMEHTH M MAaTepHAIN HA KAHAWIATA ¢ U3MCKyeMUTe
cbriiacHo IlpaBuinnka 3a PAC B MY-IlieBen.
[Ipu mpoBepka Ha BCHYKM JOKYMEHTH, NPEIOCTAaBEHH OT KaHIWAATa CE YCTaHOBSBA

II'bJIHO CBOTBCTCTBHUEC C HOPMATUBHUTEC U3MCKBAHHA CHIJIACHO IIPpaBUJIHMKA HA MYV-IIneBen.

3. OueHka Ha y4eOHO-TIpeno1aBaTe/ICKaTa 1eifHOCT HA KaHIuIaTa.

Ot npenocTaBeHUTE TOKYMEHTHU € BUJIHO, u€ 1-p bpanumup MiBanoB Hukounos, 1.B.M. €
ydyacTBaJl B IIOJArOTOBKaTa M TMPOBEKAAHETO HA YHOPAKHEHMS, CEMUHApHU 3aHATHS,
NPAaKTUYECKH W CEMECTPHATHU W3MUTH MO0 JAucuuiuimHuTe: ,,00ma mnaronorus™ wu
,,CIlellnaiHa MaToJIorMyHa aHaTOMUS” ChC CTYJIEHTUTE 10 BeTepuHapHa MeauiuHa ot ®BM
npu JITY — Codus 3a nepuona 2011-2015 r.

KannuaatsT € y4yacTBall B M3TOTBSHETO Ha Y4eOHM MpOrpaMy MO TMPENoJaBaHUTE
JUCLUIUIMHUTE, IPE3eHTAIMH 32 Y4eOHO-IPaKTHYECKUTE 3aHATHS, pa3paboTBaHe Ha TECTOBE
3a TEKyLI KOHTPOJI BbPXY NPENOJaBAHUTE TeMATUUHU equHuLU. [IpoBexaan e npakTuuecku
CEMECTPUAIHU U3IMUTH MO JUCHUILTUHUTE ,,001ma naronorus” u ,,Jlaronornuna anatomus
CbC CTyAeHTU 1o BerepuHapHa menuuuHa or ®BM npu JITY — Codus 3a nepuoga 2011-
2015 r. Cpuro Taka Oka3Ba METOAWYECKA IMOMOI HA CTYIEHTH 32 ChbBMECTHO Y4YacTHE B

Hay4YHU (POpYyMHU B CTpaHaTa M yyxOuHa.

4. OueHka HA HAYYHATA, HAYYHO-TIPWJIOKHATA U My0/IMKAIIMOHHATA IefiHOCT HA KaHIU/AaTa
J-p Bpanumup MBanoB HukoinoB, 1.B.M. € mpencraBmia 32 Gpost HAydHH TPy/Aa, KaTo
o0ImuUAT Opoil Ha TOUKMUTE, MOJTYYEHU OT KaHJujaaTa Mo rpynure nokaszatenu, € 462,47npu

MuHUMaTHH n3nckyemu 400 Touku.



I'pyna A - kangugata wma 80 Touku, 50 W3MCKBAaHU 3a JUCEPTAIMOHEH TPYI 3a
npuckxknadne Ha OHC | Jloktop” Ha Tema , AnTepHaTMBHM IN OVO TeCTOBE 3a
eMOPHOTOKCUYHOCT, MYTareéHHOCT W KaHLEPOTeHHOCT", MHcmumym no exkcnepumeHmanua
mopghonoaus, namonocus u aumpononozusi ¢ mysei - bBAH, Codus, 2015 r. (Jumoma Ne
000637 /05.10.2015). KbpMm Ta3u rpyma MoOKa3aTeld KaHIUWAATHT € MPUIOKWI H eIHa
pedepupana u unaekcupana BbB Web of Science (CABI) nayyna nyonukanusa3 3a 30 T. -
Nikolov, B. (2024). N-nitrosodimethylamine and N-nitrosodiethylamine induced hepatic
preneoplasia in turkey embryos. Tradition and modernity in Veterinary Medicine, 9, 2(17):
15-20; ISSN 2534-9333; e-1SSN 2534-9341.

I'pyna b - 0 Touku ot 0 u3uckBaHu.

I'pyna B - mnpencraBeH e xaOunuTauvoHeH Tpyn nonx ¢opmara Ha 10 HayuyHu
nyosukanuu, npuapyxeHu oT ISSN Ha u3TOYHMKAa M MMMAKT (akTopa WIM UMIIAKT PaHra U
KBapTHJa Ha MEPUOJUYHUTE U3JaHUs, 32 KOUTO UMa HAyKOMeTpHs, 3a Kouto uMma 105,2 touku
ot 100 u3uckBaHu.

I'pyna I' - 202,27Touku ot 200 H3UCKBaHH.

Or Tax:

- 40 ToukH ca OoT MyOJIMKyBaHa KHUTa Ha 0a3aTa Ha 3alIUTEH JUCEPTALMOHEH TPy 3a
npuckxaane Ha OHC ,,mokrop*: Bpanumup Huko10B - AKTya HOCT M TIEPCIIEKTHBA Ha iN
ovo mopnemure, ISBN: 978-619-7703-78-8, uzoamencmeo Humen, Codus 2025.

- 194,1 Touku ca oT 17 HayyHU MyOJUKAIMK B U3/1aHUs, pedepupaHu U UHJIEKCUPAHU
B CBETOBHO M3BECTHH 0a3u JIaHHH.

- 8,17 Touku ca oT 4 HayyHHW MyOJUKAIMH, W3IaJCHU B HepedepupaHU H3TaHUS.

I'pyna I - xanauaarsT € cbOpan 75 oT 50 U3MCKBAaHU TOYKH, KOUTO Ca MOTYYEHH OT
4 mutupaHus B pedepupaHd M HHAECKCHUPAHU CBETOBHOM3BECTHM Oa3W JaHHU C HayyHa
uHpopmanusg Ha 3 myOauKanmMu W 3 IUTUpaHUS B HepedepupaHH CIUCAHHUS C HAay4yHO
pelieH3upaHe Ha 2 MyOJuKaIusl.

Ot mnpencraBeHara mo-rope wHboOpMamus € BUAHO, Y€ A-p bpanmmup lBanos
Hukoinos, 1.B.M., U3IIBIHABA MUHUMAJIHATE HAlHOHATHU U3UCKBaHUS U Te3n Ha MY -1lneBen

3a Hay4yHa ¥ MpemnojiaBaTencka I1edHoCT, HeoOXoaumu 3a 3aemaHe Ha Al ,,/loueHT”.

4.1 Yuyactue B HAy4YHH, HAYYHO-TIPWJIOKHU U 00Pa30BaTeJIHU NIPOCKTH



J-p bpanumup MBanoB HuxkoisioB, n.B.M., ydacTBa KaTo 4jeH Ha paOOTHHUS KOJICKTHB,
aKaJIeMMYCH HACTABHHK, JIOKTOPAHT, CICHUAIM3AHT U U3CJIeA0BaTe)l B 0010 5 (mer) Hay4yHH
NMPOoeKTa, YeTUpH OT Tsx ca B Jlecotexuuuecku ynusepcutet - Copus no HUC — JITY u MOH
u enuH o OnepatuBHU MporpamMu Ha EBporielickust conuaneH GoHI U HaydHU MPOeKTH Ha MY

— IlneBeH.

4.2 XapakTepucTuKa Ha My0JIMKYBAHUTE HAYYHH Pe3yJITATH

I-p bpanumup MBanoB Hukonos, 1.B.M., € npeAcTaBuil 33 HAYYHH NMYOJUKAIUM U
elHA KHUTa Ha 0a3aTa Ha 3allUTeH JUCepPTAlMOHEeH TPYyA. B pedepupanu u nHaekcupaHu
HAyYHH CIIUCAHUS, Topeanutu U coopuuim ot kondpeperuun — Web of Science u SCOPUS ca
nyomukyBanu 28 Op. Hayunu nyonukanud. CTratid W JIOKJIaad, NyONMKyBaHH B
HepedepupaHy CIIUCAHUS C HAYYHO PELeH3UpaHe WK B PelaKTUPaHU KOJIEKTUBHH TOMOBE, ca
4 6pos. I1o rossma 4acT OT CTaTUMTE Ca HA aHTJIMMCKHU €3WK - 24 Op., a 9 Op. ca Ha OBJITapCKH.
OT mpeacTaBeHHTe HAyIHH ITyOJWKalMKM B KOHKypca 3a joueHT B 8 Op. n-p Hwukonos e
BOJICII aBTOp, @ B OCTaHAJIUTE 25 € Ha BTOPO WM MocjieaBamo Mscto. OOmmsaT Opod Ha
YCTaHOBEHUTE UTUPaHUs € 69, OT KOUTO 57 UTHPAHUS B UYKJIECTPaHHU U 12 nUTHpaHUS B

6Lnrap01<1/1 HU3TOYHHIIHU.

4.3 OTpakeHue Ha HAYYHHUTe MYyOJMKAIMHM HA KAHAWAATA B JUTepaTypara (M3BeCTHHU
HUTHPAHMSA)

[IpencraBenu ca 4 Op. uuTUpaHus B peepupaH U UHACKCUPAHU HAYYHH CIIUCAHUS,
nopenui ¥ coopHunm oTr kKoHpepenuuu — Web of Science m SCOPUS, u 3 Op. B

HepedepupaHu CIIUCAHUS.

4.4 TlpuHocH B TPy/A0BeTe HA KAHAUWAATA (HAYYHH, HAYYHO-TIPUJIOKHHU, PUIIOKHH)

KaHI[I/I)IaTT)T pa60TI/I B CJICAHUTC HAYYHUW HaIIpPaBJICHUA: EKCHepI/IMGHTaJ'[Ha I1aTOJIOTHUA,
Wndexuno3na mnaromorusi npu cBuHe; MHbeknno3Ha naroiorus Mnpu ApeOHH MpPeKUBHU
*uBOTHU; MH(peK1no3Ha maTonorus npu NTuiy 1 KinnHuyHa maTtoaorusl.

OlueHsiBaM MOJIOKUTETHO MPUHOCUTE HA KaHAMJATa OT BCHUYKHU MPEACTABEHU HAYyYHU
nyOnaukanuu. B crnpaBkara 3a HaydYHUTE U HAYYHO-TIPUIIOKHHUTE MPUHOCH Ca MPEJICTAaBEHU
Hal-ChILIECTBEHUTE OPUTHHAIHU MPUHOCH, OTPA3€HU B HAYUHHUTE IyOIMKAIMH, IPEICTaBEHU
3a ydyacTHe B KOHKypcCa 3a 3a€MaHe Ha akaJeMUYHaTa JIbKHOCT ,,JlonenT”. Te ca B paznuunu
HAlpaBJIEHUs HA BETEPUHAPHOMEIMIIMHCKATA HAayKa M Ca B YHHCOH C HAayKOMETPHUATA

npeaoCTaBCHa OT KaHAUAaTa.



5. OneHKAa HA JTUYHHS MPUHOC HA KAHIMAATa
OT npenocTaBeHUTE MaTepUald C€ BIDKIA, Y€ JMYHHUS MPUHOC HA KaHAUAaTa €
oce3aeM, KaTo TpU OT NIPEJICTAaBEHUTE CTAaTUU Ca M3LSUIO CAMOCTOSTEIHU. TeMaTukara Ha

npeacTraBCHaTa KHUra 1o Jucepranusara € akTyaJlHa 1 HOBaA 3a HallaTa CTpaHa.

6. Kputnunm 6esieskku

Hsamam kputnuau 6enexku KbM KanauaaTa 3a A/l ,,Jlouent”.

7. JInuHu BieYaTJIeHUs

J-p HwukoisioB, moka3Ba W3KIIOYUTEIHUA JHYHOCTHA W TPOGECHOHATHH KadecTBa:
TPyIOII00UE, KOJETHATHOCT, OTTOBOPHOCT M OTIAJEHOCT KbM BETEPHHAPHOMEIMIIMHCKATA
npodecusa. Toil e yBakaBaH, KakTO OT CTYACHTUTE, Taka W OT aKaJeMUyHaTa OOIIHOCT
MPENoaaBaTell, KOETO € aTeCTaT 3a HErOBOTO aHTKHPAHO U JIOCTHITHO MperoaaBane. Y 0eneH
ChbM M BSpBaM, Y€ KOMOMHAIMITa OT HEroBara JHMYHA JOOPOJETETHOCT M BHCOK

HpO(i)GCI/IOHaJII/I?;T)M ro mpasiAT OTJIMYCH KaHAWAAT 3a 3aCMAaHC Ha aKaJCMHUUYHaTa OJIBXKXKHOCT

»llomeHT”.

8. 3akiouenne

Ot mpencraBeHata Mu oT Ja-p Hukosos, nHpopmanus 3a KOHKypca CUuTaM, Y€ TS €
HaIBJIHO JIOCTAThYHA WM HAIBJIHO IMOKPUBA HM3UCKBAHWATA HA KPUTECPUHUTE 3a 3acMaHE Ha
aKaJeMuyHaTa JTbXHOCT ,,Jlonent”, 3amoxenu B 3PACPB u IIPAC va MVY-Ilnesen.

BbB Bpb3ka ¢ MIOCO4YEHOTO moO-rope, mnpeajaram a-p bpanuvmup HBanos
HuxkoaoB, 1.B.M., 1a 0b1e u3opan 3a ,,JJOHEHT* B I[Ipodecnonanno nanpasJjenue 6.4.
BerepunapHa MeIMUHMHA, Hay4YHA CHEeNHATHOCT ,llaTosormss Ha *KHUBOTHHTE® 3a
HYKIUTe Ha KaTenpa , Kiunuunu Hayku* Ha @axkyarer BerepuHapna MeIuuuHa npu

MY - Ili1eBeH.

3roTBUI CTAHOBHUIIIETO: Ha ocHoBaHue un. 59 or 33114

npou. x-p Mamsin Kocros, 1.B.M.

Cranosuiero e npenaaeHo Ha: 23.09.2025r.



OPINION

On the materials submitted for participation in a competition for the academic position of
"Associate Professor” in the field of higher education 6. Agricultural Sciences and Veterinary
Medicine, professional field 6.4. Veterinary Medicine, scientific specialty "Animal Pathology",
announced in the State Gazette, issue 51 of 24.06. 2025 and on the website of the Medical
University of Pleven, for the needs of the Department of "Clinical Sciences™ of the Faculty of
Veterinary Medicine at the Medical University of Pleven.

Candidate for participation in the competition: Dr. Branimir lvanov Nikilov, DVM

Prepared by: Assoc. Prof. Dr. lliyan Radev Kostov, Chief Veterinary and Sanitary Inspector of
Bulgaria, BFSA, Sofia, field of higher education 6.0. Agricultural Sciences and Veterinary
Medicine, professional field 6.4. Veterinary medicine, scientific specialty "Veterinary - sanitary
expertise”, member of the scientific jury, according to order No. 3320/22.08.2025 of Prof.
Dobromir Dimitrov, MD, Rector of MU-Pleven.

1. Brief biographical data of the candidate

Dr. Branimir lvanov Nikolov was born on 15.07.1983 in the town of Lukovit, Lovech region. In
the period 1998- 2002 he studied at the Veterinary Medical College, Lovech and acquired the
specialty of veterinary technician. In the period 2005 - 2011 he completed his higher education
with the qualification "Master of Veterinary Medicine" at the Faculty of Veterinary Medicine at
the University of Forestry, Sofia. For the period 05.10.2011 — 05.10.2015, after a competition, he
was accepted as an assistant professor in the disciplines of General Pathology and Pathological
Anatomy at the Department of "Obstetrics, Biotechnology of Reproduction, Pathological
Anatomy and Biochemistry," at the Faculty of Veterinary Medicine at the University of Forestry,
Sofia. As a doctoral student in independent training, enrolled in 2013 at the "Institute of
Experimental Morphology, Pathology and Anthropology with Museum™ - BAS, Sofia, Dr.
Nikolov developed and in 2015 successfully defended a dissertation on the topic: "Alternative in
ovo tests for embryotoxicity, mutagenicity and carcinogenicity" and was awarded the educational
and scientific degree - ONS "Doctor" - Diploma No. 000637 of 05.10.2015 in the scientific
specialty "Animal Pathology". For the period 10.2015 - 11. 2023 he works as a veterinarian at the
Veterinary Clinic for Small Animals - Pleven, with a main focus on clinical pathology,
oncosurgery and infectious pathology. From November 2023 until the announcement of the
competition for the academic position of "Associate Professor”, Dr. Branimir Nikolov works at
the Medical University of Pleven. Dr. Nikolov is fluent in English, written and spoken, at the B1
and B2 levels. The candidate has good communication skills and excellent teamwork, acquired
during his work as an assistant, doctoral student at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences and a
practicing veterinarian.



2. Compliance of the submitted documents and materials of the candidate with those required
according to the Regulations for RAS at MU-Pleven.

Upon verification of all documents provided by the candidate, full compliance with the
regulatory requirements according to the regulations of MU-Pleven is established.

3. Assessment of the candidate's teaching and learning activities.

The documents provided show that Dr. Branimir Ivanov Nikolov, DVM, has participated in the
preparation and conduct of exercises, seminars, practical and semester exams in the disciplines:
"General Pathology” and "Special Pathological Anatomy" with the students of veterinary
medicine from the Faculty of Veterinary Medicine at the University of Veterinary Medicine -
Sofia for the period 2011-2015.

The candidate has participated in the preparation of curricula for the disciplines taught,
presentations for the teaching and practical classes, development of tests for ongoing control over
the taught thematic units. He has conducted practical semester exams in the disciplines "General
Pathology" and "Pathological Anatomy" with students of veterinary medicine from the Faculty of
Veterinary Medicine at the University of Veterinary Medicine - Sofia for the period 2011-2015.
He also provides methodological assistance to students for joint participation in scientific forums
in the country and abroad.

4. Assessment of the candidate's scientific, applied scientific and publication activities

Dr. Branimir Ivanov Nikolov, DVM has presented 32 scientific papers, with the total number of
points received by the candidate in the groups of indicators being 462.47 with a minimum
required score of 400 points.

Group A - the candidate has 80 points, 50 required for a dissertation for the award of the ONS
"Doctor” on the topic "Alternative in ovo tests for embryotoxicity, mutagenicity and
carcinogenicity"”, Institute of Experimental Morphology, Pathology and Anthropology with a
Museum - BAS, Sofia, 2015 (Diploma No. 000637 /05.10.2015). To this group of indicators, the
candidate has also attached one refereed and indexed in the Web of Science (CABI) scientific
publication3 for 30 points. - Nikolov, B. (2024). N-nitrosodimethylamine and N-
nitrosodiethylamine induced hepatic preneoplasia in turkey embryos. Tradition and modernity in
Veterinary Medicine, 9, 2(17): 15-20; ISSN 2534-9333; e-ISSN 2534-9341.

Group B - 0 points out of 0 required.

Group C - a habilitation thesis is presented in the form of 10 scientific publications,
accompanied by the ISSN of the source and the impact factor or impact rank and quartile of the
periodicals, for which there is scientometrics, for which there are 105.2 points out of 100
required.



Group D - 202.27 points out of 200 required.
Of these:

- 40 points are from a published book based on a defended dissertation for the award of the ONS
"doctor": Branimir Nikolov - Actuality and Perspective of in ovo models, ISBN: 978-619-7703-
78-8, Intel Publishing House, Sofia 2025.

- 194.1 points are from 17 scientific publications in refereed and indexed publications in world-
renowned databases.

- 8.17 points are from 4 scientific publications published in non-refereed publications. Group D -
the candidate has collected 75 out of 50 required points, which are obtained from 4 citations in
refereed and indexed world-renowned databases with scientific information on 3 publications and
3 citations in non-refereed journals with scientific review of 2 publications.

From the information presented above, it is evident that Dr. Branimir Ivanov Nikolov, DVM,
fulfills the minimum national requirements and those of MU-Pleven for scientific and teaching
activities necessary for holding the position of Associate Professor.

4.1 Participation in scientific, applied scientific and educational projects

Dr. Branimir lvanov Nikolov, DVM, participates as a member of the working group, academic
mentor, doctoral student, specialist and researcher in a total of 5 (five) scientific projects, four of
them are at the University of Forestry - Sofia under NIS - LTU and MES and one under
Operational Programs of the European Social Fund and scientific projects of MU - Pleven.

4.2 Characteristics of published scientific results

Dr. Branimir Ivanov Nikolov, DVM, has presented 33 scientific publications and one book based
on a defended dissertation. In refereed and indexed scientific journals, series and conference
proceedings — Web of Science and SCOPUS, 28 scientific publications have been published.
Articles and reports published in non-refereed journals with scientific review or in edited
collective volumes are 4. Most of the articles are in English - 24 and 9 are in Bulgarian. Of the
scientific publications submitted in the competition for associate professor, in 8, Dr. Nikolov is
the lead author, and in the remaining 25 he is in second or subsequent place. The total number of
established citations is 69, of which 57 citations in foreign and 12 citations in Bulgarian sources.

4.3 Reflection of the candidate’s scientific publications in the literature (known citations)

There are 4 citations in refereed and indexed scientific journals, series and conference
proceedings — Web of Science and SCOPUS, and 3 citations in Bulgarian sources. in non-
refereed journals.

4.4 Contributions to the candidate's works (scientific, applied science, applied)

The candidate works in the following scientific areas: Experimental pathology; Infectious
pathology in pigs; Infectious pathology in small ruminants; Infectious pathology in birds and
Clinical pathology.



| positively assess the candidate's contributions from all submitted scientific publications. The
report on scientific and applied science contributions presents the most significant original
contributions reflected in the scientific publications submitted for participation in the competition
for the academic position of "Associate Professor”. They are in different areas of veterinary
science and are in unison with the scientometrics provided by the candidate.

5. Assessment of the candidate's personal contribution

The materials provided show that the candidate's personal contribution is tangible, with three of
the submitted articles being entirely independent. The topic of the presented book on the
dissertation is relevant and new for our country.

6. Critical remarks

I have no critical remarks about the candidate for Associate Professor.

7. Personal Impressions

Dr. Nikolov shows exceptional personal and professional qualities: hard work, collegiality,
responsibility and dedication to the veterinary profession. He is a respected lecturer, by both
students and the academic community, which is a testament to his committed and accessible
teaching. | am convinced and believe that the combination of his personal virtue and high
professionalism make him an excellent candidate for the academic position of "Associate
Professor".

8. Conclusion

From the information about the competition presented to me by Dr. Nikolov, | believe that it is
sufficient and fully meets the requirements of the criteria for occupying the academic position of
"Associate Professor", set out in the ZRASRB and the PRAS of MU-Pleven.

In connection with the above, | propose that Dr. Branimir Ivanov Nikolov, DVM, be elected as
"ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR" in Professional Direction 6.4. Veterinary Medicine, scientific
specialty "Animal Pathology" for the needs of the Department of Clinical Sciences of the Faculty
of Veterinary Medicine at the Medical University - Pleven.

Prepared by: Ha ocHoBaHue un. 59 or 3311
Assoc. Prof. Dr. lliyan Kostov, DVM
The opinion was submitted on 23.09.2025



