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Haywen cexpeTaD

CTAHOBHIIIE

M0 KOHKYpC 3a 3aeMaH€ Ha akKaJeMuyHa IBKHOCT ,lIpodecop”  mo
,,Bm300TON0THSA, WHPEKIHO3HU OosiecTh W NpoduIaKTHKa Ha 3apa3HHATE
3a00sIBaHUA TI0 KUBOTHUTE, TpodeconanHo HanpasieHue 6.4. Berepunapaa
MeauiliHa, B Karenpa , Knuanyaum Hayku”B mnpu  dakyaTteT ,,BerepuHapHa
MenuimHa” Ha MY - IlneBen, o6sBen B JIB Op. 38 ot 24.04.2026 1., C
€IMHCTBEH Kanauaat nou. A-p Mnus Laues Llaues, 1.B.M.H.

M3roreua: npodecop n-p Pymen Becennnos Kapakones, A.B.M., onpeneneH 3a
YJIeH Ha HAYYHOTO XypH cbe 3amoBen Ne 1516 ot 19.05.2026 r. na PexTopa Ha
MYVY- I1neBen.

1. KpaTrku OuorpaguyHy JaHHU ¥ XaPAKTEPUCTHKA HA HAYYHHUTE
HHTEpPeCH HA KaHAUuIaTa.

Jon. a-p Wmms IlaueB e pomen mpe3 1960 r. 3apbpriBa BuUCIIC
oOpa3zoBaHue 1o BeTepuHapHa MeauuuHa BB BU3BM rp. Crapa 3aropa, c
ormmuue npe3 1983 roguna. BuB BerepuHapHo-MeAMIIMHCKUAA (PaKyITeT B
Crapa 3aropa e nocnegoBareato acucteHT (1984), nonent (2001) u podeccop
(2011) nmo enuzooronorusi U uHpekuuo3znu Oosectu. [Ipe3 1994 r. 3ammrasa
JIUCEPTALlMOHEH TPy Ha TeMa: «BiusiHue Ha BUTaMUH A Y HUCKHUTE J03U rama
JTBYEHUE BBPXY HSIKOU CTpPaHM OT BaKCHHAIHUS HMYHEH OTIOBOp TpH
yepBeHKaTa © Tmaparuda Mo TmpaceTaTay U MNpugoOMBa HaydyHaTta W
obOpazoBarenna creneH «Jloktopy». IIpe3 2009 r. My e mpucChblieHa HaydHaTa
creneH «JloKTop Ha BETEpUHAPHO-MEAMIIMHCKUTE HAYKW» 3a AUCEPTALUOHHUS
Tpyn «EK30THYHM 300HO3U MO KydeTaTa B bbirapus (MOHOIMTHA €pJIMXHO3a,
IPaHYJIOLMTHA AaHAIUIa3M03a, BUCLEpPAJIHA JIAWIIMAHUO3a): OTKPUBAHE H
nmpoyuBaHe». ABTOp € Ha Tpu MOHOrpadUUHM U ChABTOp B 11 KOJEKTUBHU
yueOHuka. [IpoBen e 5 cnenumanuzamuu — B Utanus, ['spuus u CAILl. Wnus
[{aueB e aBTOp Ha Hax 150 HayyHu Tpyna, OMJI € HAyuyeH PBKOBOAUTEN Ha 35
3aIUTUIM JOKTOPAHTH W IUIUIOMaHTH oT bwarapus u ['spums. PabGotun e B
ChbBMECTHM HayyHU KonektuBu ¢ Haa 100 yuenm ot 11 crtpamm - ['spums,
Copbus, Pycusi, Utamus, Aurmms, Amkup, Yexus, IlIBetinapus, ['epmanus,
Ucnanus u CAIL.

2. OO0 onMCcaHue M OLIEHKA HA MPeCTABEHUTE MaTePUAJIM 10 KOHKYPCa.

B o00sBeHHs KOHKypc 3a 3aeMaHe Ha akaJeMHYHaTa JJIbKHOCT
,IIpodecop”, KaHAUIATHT y4acTBA ChC ClIEAHATA HAyUYHA MPOAYKIIMS:
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e [Toka3zaren Al — JuceprauuoneH tpyn 3a npuckxaane Ha OHC ,,Jloktop™;
e [lokazaren B4 — 12 nHayunu nyOnukanuu B u3JaHusd, pedepupaHu u
MHJIEKCUPAHU B CBETOBHOM3BECTHU 0a3u JaHHU ¢ HayYHA WH(POPMALIUS;

e ['pyna nokazatenn ' — 34 craruu m nokiagu, MyOJIMKYyBaHU B HAYYHU
u3zaHus, peeprupanu U UHACKCHPAHU B CBETOBHOU3BECTHH 0a3u JJaHHHU C
HayyHa wuH(opMmamms W S5 cratuu, nyOIMKyBaHM B HepedepupaHu
CIMCaHUS C HAyYHO pELeH3UpaHe;

e ['pyna moxazatenu J| — uuTHpaHuWs B HAy4YHH W3JaHUs, pedepupaHu U
MHJIEKCUPAHU B CBETOBHOM3BECTHU 0a3u JIaHHU;

¢ ['pyna nokazarenu E — npugobura HaydHa cTeneH ,,JlokTop Ha HaykuTe”,
PBKOBOJCTBO HAa €IUH YCIEUIHO 3alllUTHJI JTOKTOPAHT, y4acTHE B JBa
HAI[MOHATTHM HAYYHH TIPOEKTa, Yy4YacTHe B TpPU MEXKAYHAPOIHH
Hay4YHH/00pa30BaTEIHU NPOEKTA.

Taoa. 1. MuHMMaJHM H3MCKBAHM TOYKH M0 TIPynu MOKa3arejad 3a
aKaJeMH41HA UTbKHOCT ,,IIpodecop” u pesyararu:

MuHuMaTHU
I'pyna ot Cpabpxanue HallMOHAIHU ITokaszaTenu Ha
NoKa3aTeiu U3UCKBaHUS 32 KaHJu1aTa
npodecop
A ITokazaren 1 50 50
B ITokazaren 4 100 104.6
r Cyma ot nokazarenure 7 u 8 200 260
Ji| ITokazaren 13 100 300
E Cywma ot nokazarenure 16, 17, 18, 19 100 150
O6mo cyma 3a nokasareante A+B+I'+/[+E 550 864.6

Ot mnpencraBeHara TabnuIa ce BWKIA, Y€ KaHAUAATHT TOKpHUBA H
3HAUUTEITHO HAJBUIIIABA MUHUMAJIHUTE HAIIMOHAJHU TMOKa3aTeNId 3a 3aeMaHe Ha
aKajJieMu4Ha JUIb>KHOCT ,,IIpodecop”.

3. O01ma xapakTepucTHKA HA HAYYHATA, IPENoJaBaATEICKATA U HAYYHO-
NPWIOKHATA JIEHHOCT HA KAHAU/IATA.

Hayunure TpyaoBe Ha KaHAWAAaTa CE€ OTHACAT KbM o0JacTra Ha
€MU300TOJIOTHATA, WH(MEKITMO3HUTE O0JECTH W MPO(PUIAKTUKATA HA 3apa3HUTE
3a00JIIBaHUS 110 )KHBOTHHTE.

OCHOBHHTE HampaBiICHHWS B TpPEIACTaBEHUTe OT JoreHT Ilades
My OJTMKAITIU, MOTaT Jia Ce TPYIHUPAT B HAKOJIKO aCIeKTa:

- TpPEAW3BUKBAT HWHTEPEC NPHHOCHTE HA aBTOpa B MpPOYyYBAaHE Ha
pasnpocCTpaHeHHWETO W MbTHINATA 3a mpeaaBaHe Ha hepatitis E virus (HEV)
uHpeknusaTa. M3BbpiieHO € MHhPBOTO IIMPOKOMAIIAOHO H3CIIEIBAHE Y HAC,




KOeTO pasriexna u aHanmmsupa noapooHo HEV-undexnusara cpem cBuae OT
unayctpuaiHu ceunedepmu. TectBanu ca 360 cBUHE OT YETUPHU UHAYCTPUATHU
ceuHepepmu oT Tpu obnactu Ha FOxua bwarapus. YcranoBeHnata oOria
ceponio3utuBHOCT OT 60.3%, sicHo moka3Ba, ye HEV-undekuusara e mumpoko
pasnpoCcTpaHeHa B UHIyCTPUAIIHUTE CBUHE(PEpMHU y HaC,

- MoAoOHO W3CJelBaHE € MPOBEJACHO W Cped JUBU CBHUHE, KaTo €
yctanoBeHa obma HEV cepono3utuBHocT 40.8% cpen 240 nuBuM CBUHE OT
3anagna bearapus. ABTOpBT 10Ka3Ba, Y€ JUBUTE U IOMAIIIHA CBUHE Ca OCHOBEH
pesepBoap Ha HEV-undekuumsara. Te3um pesynratu ca mnyOIuKyBaHH B
aBTOPUTETHOTO HAy4yHO crmucaHue ,Vector-Borne and Zoonotic Diseases®,
KoeTo ce nHuekcupa B PubMed, Scopus u Web of Science;

- TBPBOTO CEPOCTHIEMHUOIOTHYHO Tpoy4uBaHe 3a hepatitis E virus (HEV)
cpel yHUKaJIHaTa OBjarapcka mopojaa ,/3TouHoOankaHCKa CBHHS ChHIIO €
3acimyra Ha gon. llayeB. AHammsupanm ca KpbBHU cepymu oT 171
u3ToyHoOankaHcku cBuHe oT CeBepoustouHa u IOroustouna boarapus.
YcraHoBeHa € Hall-BUCOKA CEPOMO3UTUBHOCT CpEJl U3CIEABAHUTE KUBOTHHCKHU
BUJIOBE B Hamiara ctpaHa — 82,5 %. Cratusita € nmyOJiMKyBaHa B HAy4YHO
criucanue ,,Pathogens®, koero ce wmHaexkcupa B PubMed, PubMed Central
(PMC), Scopus u Web of Science;

- HayyHara myOsukainus ¢ Hail-Bucok Impact Factor (IF) cpen Bcuuku
nogoOuu cratun oT KOrousrouna EBporna, pasriexnamu npodiema HEV cobio
e zreno Ha jnou. [laueB u Bu3npa kppBHATE AOHOpU. M3cnenBanu ca 555 KpbBHA
JOHOpU OT pa3IMYHM O00JacTH Ha cTpaHarta. YcraHoBeHata oOma HEV
CEpOIO3UTUBHOCT € 25.9%; ipu MBxere — 26.9%; nipu xennte — 19.7%. Haii-
Bucoku HEV nuBa ca otkputu B obnact Lllymen (28.8%), a Haill-HUCKH — B
Codus (21.3%). B crarusta, nmyOnuKkyBaHa B Hay4yHOTO CIHCaHHE ,,Viruses®,
koeto ce uHaekcupa B PubMed, PubMed Central (PMC), Scopus u Web of
Science ca mpeacTaBeHU U IIBPBUTE PE3YNITATH 3a pasnpocTtpanenneTo Ha HEV
Cpell JOBIM Ha IMBU CBUHE U JIOBILIU HA JAPYTH KUBOTHU;

- noueHT [{aueB n3BBpIIBa U MBPBOTO MpoyuBane B FOromszrouna EBpora,
B KOETO C€ pasmiexJa M aHalu3upa €JuH HOB alTEPHATHBEH METOJ 3a
CEpOEINIEMUOJIOTUYHY NIPOYYBaHUsA Cpell CBUHE — ThpceHe Ha HEV-anTurena B
yepHOapoOeH TpaHcynaT oT cBuHe. Cratuara € mnyOJuKyBaHa OTHOBO B
HAy4YHOTO crucaHue ,,Vector-Borne and Zoonotic Diseases®;

- KaHIUAAThT y4acTBa B IIBPBOTO MPOYYBAHE B CBETA, B KOETO CE€ NPaBU
CpPaBHUTEJICH  Tperjie]] Ha  KIMHAYHATE  XAPAaKTEPUCTUKH  MEKITY
XOCTUTaIU3UpaHu nanuenTu ¢ acute hepatitis A virus (HAV) u ¢ acute hepatitis
E virus (HEV). VYcranossBa ce, ye 3HauuMu (HakTopu cCpell ABETE TPyNu
nanueHTu ca alanine aminotransferase (ALT) u npuapyxaBainu 3a00JsBaHuMs,
KaTo ,,apTepuagHa XUuMnepToOHUs " U ,,CbPACYHO-CHJIOBH 3a00JISIBAHUS ",

- B mBpBO TpoyuBaHe 3a EBpoma aBTOpBHT AOKIaABa, Y€ € OTKpUTA
Ehrlichia spp. cpen xone. OcBeH TOBa, H3CIEABAHETO € IIBPBOTO 3a
KOrousrouna EBpona (bankaHckusi moiayocTpoB), B KOETO c€ ChoOIaBa, 4e ca



OTKpUTH TpuUTe maroreHa cpex koHe — Borrelia burgdorferi, Anaplasma
phagocytophilum u Ehrlichia spp.;

- €IHO OT Hall-3HaYuMUTE MyOJUKAIMK Ha KaHaujaTa C Hal-MHOTO
UUTHUPAHUS € CBbP3aHa C MPOYYBAHE PA3MPOCTPAHEHUETO HA 7 MATOT€HA MpH
kydera - Borrelia burgdorferi, Ehrlichia canis, Anaplasma phagocytophilum,
Leishmania infantum, Babesia canis, Angiostrongylus vasorum and Dirofilaria
immitis;

- no1. [laueB yuacTBa B HayuyeH KOJIEKTUB, KOWTO ChOOIIIaBa 3a MPbHB BT
B CBera, 3a oTkpuBaHe Ha Bovine hepacivirus (tpu woBu BovHepVgtl
cyorunose |, J, K) npu rosema m HOB BapuaHT Ha BovHepVQt2 mpu musu
MIPEKUBHU )KUBOTHHU;

ABTOpPBT mTpenojgaBa 4 Kypca — BETEpUHApHA EMUAEMHOJIOrUs,
MH(pEeKIMo3HN O0NEeCTH MPHU MPOIYKTUBHUTE KUBOTHHU, MH(MDEKIMO3HU OONECTH
IIPH )KUBOTHUTE 3a KOMIIAHUS U TPOIUYECKU OOJIECTH.

Nma nan 20 nexTopcku u3sBu B uy:xOunHa u Haj 40 B boarapus.

MHoro or pesyntaTuTe OT HaydyHHUTE pa3pabOTKM Ha KaHAuWJaTa ca
nyOJUMKyBaHU B aBTOPUTETHU MEXKTyHAPOIHHU U3JIaHUS C BUCOK UMIAKT (PaKTop,
pedepupanu u uHAcKcHupanu B Scopus u Web of Science. Mma h index — 15/
Scopus u 14/\Web of Science.

Hapen ¢ mmpokara cu IpenojaBareiicka, Hay4yHa, IEJaroruiyecka Hu
JEKTOpCKa AEHHOCT, TOM Ch3aaBa U JabOpaTopus MO BEKTOPHU MHPEKIHH KbM
BM® B TpVY - Crapa 3aropa ¢ Bb3MOKHOCTH 3a JUAarHOCTUYHA, HAay4YHA U
KOHCYJITaTUBHA MOMOIII.

M3knrounTenHara epyaupaHocT, Ooratata M MHOTOCTpaHHa Hay4Ha
Ouorpadusi Ha aBTOpa, B KOSATO C€ ChUYeTaBaT HAy4YHAa, y4eOHO-TIpEnoaaBaTesicka
Y TMAarHOCTUYHO-JIeYeOHA IEMHOCT MPaBAT HAITBIHO ONPAaBJAaHO YYaCTUETO MY B
00sIBEHUSI KOHKYPC.

be3 na mperenaupaM 3a M3ueprnaTreaHoOCT, TpsOBa Aa orOenexa, ye JOL.
[{aueB He camMO MOCTUra YHMKAajdHU 3a CTPAHAaTa U PErMOHa pe3yiTaTH, HO H
ChyMsIBa Ja MPEACTABU HAYYHHUTE CH MOCTHXKEHUS B MEKIYHAPOJACH IUIaH U Aa
I'M IOMYJISIPU3Hpa B CTpaHara. B pe3ysrar Ha Ta3u MHTEH3UMBHA U LIEJICHACOYEHA
Hay4yHa JEMHOCT, UMETO Ha KaHHJaaTa ce Moji3Ba ¢ 0e3CIOpeH aBTOPUTET U €
MHOTOKPATHO LIUTUPAHO y HAC U CPeJl MEKyHapOoIHaTa Hay4Ha OOIIHOCT.

3AK/IIOYEHHUE:

IIpencraBenute marepuaid 3a HayyHarta JewHoOCT Ha nou. Mnus Ilayes
NOKPUBAT MOOTIEIHO U B CHbBKYITHOCT MUHUMAJIHUTE HALMOHATHU U3UCKBAHUS
npensuaeHu B 3PACPD, a cbI10 Taka KpUTEPUUTE U TTOKA3ATEIIUTE 3a 3a€MaHE
HAa aKaJeMUYHU JUIBKHOCTH, npuern ¢ IIpaBunHuMka 3a pa3BUTHE Ha
akanemuyHuss cbctaB B MYVY-IlnmeBen. HayuyHure u Hay4yHO-IIPUIIOKHU
IIOCTVIKEHHMs], KAaKTO M ISUI0OCTHATa W3CIEN0BATENICKa, IPENOaBaTelICKa |



JAMarHOCTUYHA JIEWHOCT Ha KaHAWJAaTa € CBbp3aHa ¢ akTyaliHa IpobieMaTuka B
o0OnacTTa Ha BETEpPUHApHATA EMHAEMHOJIOTHS M MpOo(UIIaKTHUKATa HAa 3apa3HU
3a00/s1BaHMs 1O >KMBOTHUTE M 300HO3U. HampaBeHu ca peauna HaydyHd U
HAy4YHO-TIPUJIOKHM TIPUHOCHU B 00JIacTTa Ha BeTepUHApHaTa MeauiHa. Hsxou
OT TIOCTIKEHUATA Ha aBTOpa ca HOBATOPCKHU 3a ballkaHCKusa MOTyocTpoB, 3a
EBpoma u cBera.

Bcuuku XapakTepuCTUKHU, U3JIOKEHH 10 TyK MM JlaBaT OCHOBAaHHE J1a
u3pa3s MOJOKUTEHA OLEHKA 3a MPEJCTABEHUTE HAyYHHU TPYIOBE M HayyHaTa
JNIEMHOCT Ha KaHIMUIaTa.

Karo umam mnpeaBuj IOCOYEHHUTE MO-rOpPEe MOTHUBH, IIpeajiaraMm Ha
YBaKa€MOTO HAy4YHO >KypH Jla B3eME pElIeHUE 3a MpUChKAaHe Ha gou. Mmus
[{ayeB Ha akagemMu4HaTta JIIBXKHOCT ,llpodecop”, mo ,Enmzoooronorus,
nHPEeKIo3Hu OosiecTH W TOpoduiIakTUKa Ha 3apa3HUTe 3a0o0JIsIBaHUS”,
npodecuoHanHo HampasieHue 6.4. ,BerepunapHa wmeaunuHa’ B Karempa
,KIMHUYHU Hayku’, BbB akyireT ,BerepuHapHa wmeauruHa” npu MY-
IInesen.

14.07.2026 r.

Ha ocHoBaHume un. 59 ot 33N14

IIpo¢. n-p Pymen Kapaxoues, aA.B.M.



SCIENTIFIC STATEMENT

on a competition for the academic position of "Professor” in "Episootology,
Infectious Diseases and Prevention of Contagious Diseases in Animals",
professional field 6.4. Veterinary Medicine, in the Department of "Clinical
Sciences" at the Faculty of Veterinary Medicine of MU - Pleven, announced in
the State Gazette No. 38 of 24.04.2026, with the sole candidate Assoc. Prof. Dr.
Iliya Tsachev Tsachev, DSc

Prepared by: Professor Rumen Veselinov Karakolev, PhD, appointed as a
member of the scientific jury by Order No. 1516 of 19.05.2026 of the Rector of
MU-Pleven.

1. Brief biographical data and description of the candidate’s scientific
interests.

Assoc. Prof. Dr. lliya Tsachev was born in 1960. He graduated with
honors in veterinary medicine at the Higher Institute in Zooengineering and
Veterinary Medicine in Stara Zatora in 1983. At the Faculty of Veterinary
Medicine in Stara Zagora, he was successively an assistant professor (1984),
associate professor (2001) and professor (2011) in epizootology and infectious
diseases. In 1994, he defended his dissertation on the topic: "Effect of Vitamin
A and low doses gamma rays of the immune response against rhusiopatia suum
and salmonellosis vaccination in pigs" and acquired the scientific and
educational degree "Doctor”. In 2009, he was awarded the scientific degree
"Doctor of Veterinary Medical Sciences™ for his dissertation "Exotic zoonoses
among dogs in Bulgaria (monocytic ehrlichiosis, granulocytic anaplasmosis,
visceral leishmaniasis): Detection and Investigation”. He is the author of three
monographs and co-author of 11 collective textbooks. He has conducted 5
specializations - in Italy, Greece and the USA. lliya Tsachev is the author of
over 150 scientific papers, was the scientific supervisor of 35 defended doctoral
and graduate students from Bulgaria and Greece. He has worked in joint
scientific teams with over 100 scientists from 11 countries - Greece, Serbia,
Russia, Italy, England, Algeria, Czech Republic, Switzerland, Germany, Spain
and the USA.

2. General description and evaluation of the submitted materials for the
competition.

In the announced competition for the academic position of "Professor”, the
candidate participates with the following scientific production:



¢ Indicator Al — Dissertation for the award of the educational and scientific
degree "Doctor";

e Indicator B4 — 12 scientific publications in journals, refereed and indexed in
world-renowned databases of scientific information;

e Group of indicators G — 34 articles and reports published in scientific
publications, referenced and indexed in world-renowned databases of
scientific information and 5 articles published in non-refereed journals with
scientific review;

e Group of indicators D — citations in scientific publications, referenced and
indexed in world-renowned databases;

e Group of indicators E — acquired scientific degree "Doctor of Science",
supervision of one successfully defended doctoral student, participation in
two national scientific projects, participation in three international
scientific/educational projects.

Table 1. Minimum required points by groups of indicators for the
academic position "'Professor' and results:

Minimum
Group of Contents national Candidate
indicators requirements for indicators
a professor
A Indicator 1 50 50
B Indicator 4 100 104.6
G Sum of indicators 7 and 8 200 260
D Indicator 13 100 300
E Sum of indicators 16, 17, 18, 19 100 150
Total amount for metrics A+B+G+D+E 550 864.6

The table presented shows that the candidate meets and significantly
exceeds the minimum national indicators for holding the academic position of
"Professor".

3. General characteristics of the candidate's scientific, teaching and
applied scientific activities.

The candidate's scientific works relate to the field of epizootology,
infectious diseases and the prevention of infectious diseases in animals.

The main directions in the publications presented by Associate Professor
Tsachev can be grouped into several aspects:

- The author's contributions to the study of the spread and transmission
routes of hepatitis E virus (HEV) infection are of interest. The first large-scale
study in our country has been carried out, which examines and analyzes in detail




HEV infection among pigs from industrial pig farms. 360 pigs from four
industrial pig farms from three regions of Southern Bulgaria were tested. The
established total seropositivity of 60.3% clearly shows that HEV infection is
widespread in industrial pig farms in our country;

- A similar study was conducted among wild boars, and a total HEV
seropositivity of 40.8% was found among 240 wild boars from Western
Bulgaria. The author proves that wild and domestic pigs are the main reservoir
of HEV infection. These results were published in the authoritative scientific
journal "Vector-Borne and Zoonotic Diseases"”, which is indexed in PubMed,
Scopus and Web of Science;

- The first seroepidemiological study of hepatitis E virus (HEV) among
the unique Bulgarian breed “Eastern Balkan pig” is also a merit of Assoc. Prof.
Tsachev. Blood sera from 171 Eastern Balkan pigs from Northeastern and
Southeastern Bulgaria were analyzed. The highest seropositivity among the
studied animal species in our country was established — 82.5%. The article was
published in the scientific journal “Pathogens”, which is indexed in PubMed,
PubMed Central (PMC), Scopus and Web of Science;

- the scientific publication with the highest Impact Factor (IF) among all
similar articles from Southeast Europe addressing the HEV problem is also the
work of Assoc. Prof. Tsachev and concerns blood donors. 555 blood donors
from different regions of the country were examined. The established overall
HEV seropositivity was 25.9%; in men — 26.9%; in women — 19.7%. The
highest HEV levels were found in Shumen district (28.8%), and the lowest — in
Sofia (21.3%). The article, published in the scientific journal “Viruses”, which is
indexed in PubMed, PubMed Central (PMC), Scopus and Web of Science, also
presents the first results on the spread of HEV among wild boar hunters and
hunters of other animals;

- Associate Professor Tsachev also conducted the first study in Southeast
Europe, which examined and analyzed a new alternative method for
seroepidemiological studies among pigs — searching for HEV antibodies in liver
transudate from pigs. The article was republished in the scientific journal
“Vector-Borne and Zoonotic Diseases”;

- The candidate participated in the first study in the world to compare
clinical characteristics between hospitalized patients with acute hepatitis A virus
(HAV) and acute hepatitis E virus (HEV). It was found that significant factors
among both groups of patients were alanine aminotransferase (ALT) and
comorbidities such as “arterial hypertension” and “cardiovascular disease”;

- in the first study for Europe, the author reported the detection of
Ehrlichia spp. in horses. Furthermore, the study is the first for Southeastern
Europe (Balkan Peninsula) to report the detection of the three pathogens in
horses — Borrelia burgdorferi, Anaplasma phagocytophilum and Ehrlichia spp.;

- one of the most significant publications of the candidate with the most
citations is related to a study of the prevalence of 7 pathogens in dogs - Borrelia



burgdorferi, Ehrlichia canis, Anaplasma phagocytophilum, Leishmania
infantum, Babesia canis, Angiostrongylus vasorum and Dirofilaria immitis;

- Assoc. Prof. Tsachev participated in a scientific team that reported for
the first time in the world the discovery of Bovine hepacivirus (three new
BovHepVgtl subtypes I, J, K) in cattle and a new variant of BovHepVgt2 in
wild ruminants;

The author teaches 4 courses — veterinary epidemiology, infectious
diseases in productive animals, infectious diseases in companion animals and
tropical diseases. He has over 20 lecture appearances abroad and over 40 in
Bulgaria. Many of the results of the candidate’s scientific developments have
been published in authoritative international journals with a high impact factor,
refereed and indexed in Scopus and Web of Science. He has an h index — 15/
Scopus and 14/Web of Science.

Along with his extensive teaching, scientific, pedagogical and lecturing
activities, he also established a laboratory for vector infections at the Navy at the
Technical University of Stara Zagora with opportunities for diagnostic, scientific
and consultative assistance.

The exceptional erudition, the rich and multifaceted scientific biography of
the author, which combines scientific, educational and teaching, and diagnostic
and therapeutic activities, make his participation in the announced competition
fully justified.

Without claiming to be exhaustive, | must note that Assoc. Prof. Tsachev
not only achieves results that are unique for the country and the region, but also
manages to present his scientific achievements internationally and popularize
them in the country. As a result of this intensive and purposeful scientific
activity, the candidate's name enjoys unquestionable authority and has been
repeatedly cited in our country and among the international scientific
community.

CONCLUSION

The presented materials on the scientific activity of Assoc. Prof. lliya
Tsachev cover, individually and in aggregate, the minimum national
requirements provided for in the Academic Staff Development Act of the
Republic of Bulgaria, as well as the criteria and indicators for holding academic
positions adopted by the Regulations for the Development of the Academic Staff
at MU-Pleven. The scientific and scientific-applied achievements, as well as the
overall research, teaching and diagnostic activity of the candidate are related to
current issues in the field of veterinary epidemiology and the prevention of
infectious diseases in animals and zoonoses. A number of scientific and
scientific-applied contributions have been made in the field of veterinary
medicine. Some of the author's achievements are innovative for the Balkans, for
Europe and the world.



All the characteristics presented so far give me reason to express a
positive assessment of the presented scientific works and the scientific activity
of the candidate.

Considering the above-mentioned reasons, | propose to the esteemed
scientific jury to make a decision to award Assoc. Prof. Iliya Tsachev the
academic position of "Professor”, in " Episootology, Infectious Diseases and
Prevention of Contagious Diseases in Animals ", professional field 6.4.
"Veterinary Medicine" in the Department of "Clinical Sciences”, in the Faculty
of "Veterinary Medicine" at MU-Pleven.

14.07.2026 r.

Ha ocHoBaHume un. 59 or 33114

Prof. Rumen Karakolev, PhD



