VUEH (

JO NMPEACEJATEJISA HA HAYYHO KYPU, e

ONPEJIEJIEHO CbC 3AIIOBE]] Ne 2392/28.07.2026 .
HA PEKTOPA HA MEJUIIUHCKU YHUBEPCUTET - IIVIEBEH

Penensus

ot npo¢. x-p Hukouai Iumurpos IumMurpos, im

PvroBoauTen Ha KaTenpa ,,AHaToMus B MeauuuHcKu ¢pakynTeT Ha TpakuiiCku yHUBEPCUTET
— Crapa 3aropa, yi. ,,Apmeiicka“ 11, Crapa 3aropa, 6000, bearapus

Email: nikolay.dimitrov@trakia-uni.bg

W36pan 3a 4iieH Ha HAYYHOTO KYpH

OtHocHo: [IpoBexxnaHne Ha KOHKypc 3a enHo mscto npu 1.0 mar 3a 3aemaHe Ha
aKaJieMU4YHa JUTbXKHOCT ,, I Ipodecop® mo ,,AHaATOMHS, XUCTOJIOTHS U IIUTOJIOTHA , B 00JIacT Ha
BHCIIETO OOpazoBaHue 7. 3/paBeorna3BaHe W CIOPT, W NpodeCHOoHATHO HampaBieHue 7.1.
MenuinHa, 3a HyXIUTe Ha Karenpa ,,AHAaTOMUS, XUCTOJOTHUS, [IUTOJIOTUSA U OUOJIOTHS™ TIpH
Meauuuncku ynusepcutet — [lneBen. KonkypesT e 00sBeH 0T MeAMIIMHCKN YHUBEPCUTET —

[IneBen B [IbpkaBeH BecTHUK, Op. 57/23.06.2026 r., ctp. 104.

OcnoBanmne: 3anoseq Ne 2392/28.07.2026 1. Ha PexTtopa Ha MeIUIIMHCKA YHUBEPCUTET —

IlneBeH.

Kanguaar nmo o0siBeHUsi KOHKYPC:

B xonkypca yuactBa enuH kanauaaT — aoil. 1-p Credan Benennnor Tpudonos, 1okTop
0 MEAMIIMHA, JIOLIEHT B Kareapa ,,AHATOMHS, XMCTOJIOTUS, LIUTOJIOTHUS M OHOJOTUS* MpH
Menununcku yHuBepcuteT — [lneBeH. [IpenctaBeH € HEOOXOJUMHMAT MBJIEH KOMIUIEKT OT
aJIMMHHUCTPATUBHU JOKYMEHTH CIIOPE]] U3NCKBAHMATA HAa 3aKOHA 3a Pa3BUTHE HA aKaIEMUYHMUS
cberaB B PenyOnuka bwiarapus (3PACPB), IlpaBunnuka 3a npunaraneto Ha 3PACPB u
[IpaBuiiHuKa 3a pa3BUTHE HA aKaJJeMUYHUS CbCTaB Ha MeIUIIMHCKU yHUBepcuTeT — [1neBeH 3a

3aeMaHe Ha aKaJleMU4Ha JUTbXKHOCT ,,[Ipodecop®.
I. Ananiu3 Ha kapuepHHUs PO(HJI HA KAHAUAATA

o n1-p Credpan BenenmroB Tpudonos, am e poxen Ha 11.06.1978 rogauna B Tp.
[IneBen. CpennoTo cu oOpa3zoBaHue 3aBbpiiBa npe3 1995 — I'mMHa3us ¢ mpenogaBaHe Ha

qy)KJIU e3ULHU (aHIJIMHCKU U pycku) B Tp. [Inesen. ou. a-p Credan Benenunos TpudoHos,


mailto:nikolay.dimitrov@trakia-uni.bg

1M 3aBbpiIBa MenuHckH yHUBepcuTeT — [lneBen, crnenumantoct ,,Meaunnuna® npe3 2001
roJIMHA KaTo MPpUA001MBa MPABOCIIOCOOHOCT Ha ,,JIekap®. [Ipe3 2002 r. ¢ Ha3HAYeH 32 ACUCTEHT
B Kareapa ,,AHaTOMUs, XUCTOJOTHS U LUTONOTUA " Tpu MenuuuHCKN yHUBepCcUTeT — [1neBen.
IIpe3 2005 r. e crapmm acucteHT. [Ipe3 2005 r. mpuaoOuBa CreNHUATHOCT ,,AHATOMUS,
xucronoruss U uuronorua”. Ilpez 2006 r. cbc cTUNEHAUS HA AMNOHCKOTO IPABUTEICTBO
cnenmanuzupa B Department of Anatomy and Brain Science, Kansai Medical University,
Osaka, Japan. IIpe3 2008 r. — 3amouBa padora B Menunuacku yauepcutet Kancaii, Ocaka,
SAnonus u 2010 r. — 3ammraBa TOKTOpcKa cTeneH B Snonus, npuszHara ot MY-Ilnesen mpes
2013 r. Temara Ha aumcepramusTa e: ,,Expression of choline acetyltransferase and integral
membrane protein GPR155 alternatively spliced mRNA variants in mouse central nervous
system”. [Ipe3 2015 ronuna MenunuHcku yHuBepcuteT — [lneBen npucwxkaa Ha a-p Credan
TpudoHoB akageMuyHaTa UTBXKHOCT ,,JIOLIEHT® MO HaydyHaTa CHEIUATHOCT ,,AHATOMUS,
xuctonorus u muronorus . Ot 2015 r. gou. a-p Credan Benenunos TpudoHOB, 1M € AOIEHT
B KaTeapa ,,AHaTOMHUS, XHUCTOJOTHs, IUTOJIOTHS U Ouonorus B MeIuIUHCKH YHUBEPCUTET —
[Tnesen. Ot 2019 no 2020 r. roguna aou. a1-p Credan Benenunos TpudoHOB, 1M € BpeMEHHO
M3MIBJIHSBAI JUTBKHOCTTa PhKOBOIMTEN HA KaTenpa ,,AHATOMHUS, XHUCTOJOTHUS, [IUTOJIOTUS U
ouonorus* B MenuuuHcku yauBepcuteT — I[lieBeH, a ot 2021 r. 70 HACTOSIIMS MOMEHT €
pbKoBoauTeN Ha KaTeapata. [Ipe3 2025 roa. nou. n-p Credan Benennnos TpudoHos 3aBbpiiiBa
ocHoBeH Kypc mo akynyHkrypa (ICMART). lou. a-p Credpan Benenunos Tpudono nma
TpyaoB ctax 15 roqunu 10 Mecena u 15 geHa, oT KOUTO MpenojaBaTescku cTax 15 roguau 10

Mecena u 15 nena.

II. Onenka Ha Hay4YHHTe NMYOJIMKANHMHM HA KAaHAMAATa 32 LSVIOCTHOTO AaKaJAeMHYHO
pa3BHTHe.

1. O6ma xapakTepucTUKAa Ha MyOJIMKAMOHHATA AKTUBHOCT.
Hou. na-p Credpan BenenmnoB TpudonoB, 1M ydacTBa B TO3M KOHKypc ¢ 124 Hay4dHUH
nyOJIMKalUy U y4acTHs B Hay4dHU (GOpYyMH B CTpaHaTta U 4ykOuHa. Tpuaecer u Tpu OT TSIX ca B
II'BJIGH TEKCT B pELEH3WpaHW HayyHU CIHCAHUs, ABajeceT ca uHAekcupanu B Web of
Science/Scopus.

2. YyacTue B U3'bJHEHHE U PBKOBOJACTBO HA NMPOEKTH.
Hou. n-p Crepan BenemnmnoB TpudonoB, nM € ydacTBal B 9 HalUMOHATHHU
HAYYHOU3CJIEIOBATEIICKY MPOECKTU U YETUPU HAYYHM MPOEKTU HA MEAMIIMHCKU YHUBEPCUTET —
[IneBen. Toit e 6un pHKOBOIUTEN HA JBa HayuyHOM3CIen0oBaTeICckH npoekra B Kansai Medical

University, Osaka, Japan. AkaaemMuueH HACTaBHHK € OWJI Ha JCBET CTYJCHTH IO MPOEKT



BG051PO001-3.3.07-0002 ,,CTy#neHTCKM TNpakTHKU® ¢ (QuHaHCOBaTa TMOJAKpena Ha
OneparuBHa morpama ,,Pazsutue Ha doBemkute pecypcu 2007-2013%, chpuHaHCHpaHa OT
EC® na EC u IIpoekr BGO5SM20P001-2.002-0001 ,,CTyneHTCcKu IpakTUKK, GUHAHCHPAH 110
OmnepaTtuBHa nporpama ,,Hayka n o6pazoBanue 3a HHTEIUTeHTEeH pacTex 2014-2020.

VYyacTBa)l € U B MeXIyHapoaHuTe mpoekT: Functional anatomy of the striatum — co-
localization of GAD1 and other markers of striatal neurons, 2009, Research support program
type F of Kansai Medical University. (grant for 600 000 yen) u Role of non-coding RNAS in
the maintenance of neuronal functions in normal and pathological conditions, 2010, Research
support program type F of Kansai Medical University. (grant for 600 000 yen).

3. Hay4Ho-TBOpYeCcKH TOCTH:KeHHUsI (WIEHCTBO B OPraHU3alUH, KypHUTa,
peaKoJierun, Harpaam).

Hou. 1-p Credan Benenunos TpudoHoB, 1M € ujieH B CISAHUTE HAYYHU
OpraHM3aIIH:

Japanese Neuroscience Society

International Brain Research Organization (IBRO)

bparapcko anHaToMH4HO APYKECTBO (cekpeTap Ha ApyxkecTtBoTo oT 2019 no 2026 rox.)
Brirapcko IpykecTBo MO TPAJUIIMOHHA KUTAHCKa METUIIMHA

ICMART

Cpr03 Ha yuenute B bearapus

No ok~ owbdeE

bearapcku jnexkapcku Chro3

Homu. n-p Credan BenenunoB TpudoHOB, M € WICH HA peAaKIIMOHHATA KOJIETHUS Ha
Journal of Biomedical and Clinical Research (JBCR).

Harpagm:
1. Kansai Medical University Award for International Research Program, December 2009

2. ,Haii-uzsiBeH mpenogaBaTen Ha roarHaTa Ha MeaunuHcku yHuBepeuTeT — [1neBen’ 3a
2017, 2021, 2022 u 2024 roguHa.

ITI. Ouenka Ha HaAy4YHUTE NMYOJMKALMH, MPEJCTABEHN 32 y4acTHe B KOHKypca.

[To-chiiecTBeHUTE HAYYHU 00JIACTH HA MPOYYBAHUS BbB Bpb3Ka C MyOIMKAI[MUTE Ha JOLL.
n-p Crepan BenennnoB Tpu¢poHOB, AM ca OCHOBHO HAacOYEHHM KbM ChueTaBaHE Ha
TPaJUIIMOHHUTE 32 aHATOMUATA METO/IU KaTO JUCEKIM Ha (PUKCUpaHU TPYIOBE U M3CIICABAHE
Ha pa3IM4YHU AHATOMUYHM BapHallid BbB BpPB3Ka C TAXHOTO KIMHHUYHOTO 3HAYECHHE, C
MOJIeKyJIsipHO-TeHeTndHn MeTtoau karto RT-PCR, qPCR, wumyHoxucToxumus, Iin Situ
xubpuauzanus. M3cnenBanusta My ca CBbp3aHM C NpPOYYBAHE Ha PA3IMYHU ACIEKTH Ha

XOJIMHEpTUYHATa CUCTEMA: CUHTE3 HAa alICTUIIXOJINH, POJIATa Ha allCTUIIXOJINH TpaHC(i)epa3aTa



B MO3bKa U €HTEpaJHaTa HEPBHA CUCTEMA, EKCIIEPUMEHTAJIHU J10KA3aTEICTBA 3a HAIMYUETO HA
XOJMHEPrUYHN TEPMUHAIN U MYCKapUHOBU PELENTOPU B LIEHTpPAJHATa CIyXOBa CEH30pHA
cucTeMa, KOUTO WIIOCTPUPAT MEXaHU3MUTE Ha XOJMHEPIUYHATA CUTHAIM3ALMA B LIEHTpalIHaTa
u nepudepHaTa HEpBHA CUCTEMA U YYAaCTHETO Ha JIENTHH B PEryJalusaTa Ha aleTUuTa, TeIeCHOTO
TETJI0 U HeBPOEHAOKpHHHATa PpyHKIUs. MMa u3ciieaBaHus OTHOCHO JereHepaTHBHHU IPOMEHHU
B IpeAHaTa KpbCTOCAHAa Bpb3Ka Ha KOJISHOTO BBPXY MEXAHOPELENTOPUTE U IPOIPHO-

peuciausTa B Ta3u obnact u ChIIO 3a YCTAHOBABAHETO HO PEAKHN aHATOMHWYHU Baprualuu.

Oboouwenue: Ha Oa3ata Ha mnposiBeHaTa HaydyHa NPOAYKLUMs, KaHIuAAaTa IPUTEkKaBa
HCOGXOZ[I/IMI/ITG YMCHHA 3a IPOBCKIAHC HAa KAYCCTBCHU HAYUYHH HU3CJIICIABAHUS. HaYLIHI/ITe

TPYAOBETE, C KOUTO KaHAHJaTa ydacTBa B KOHKYpCa, Ca HallMCaH! SICHO, Ha I[O6’bp HAay4CH CTHUII.

IV. Ily6imkanuoHeH MWK HA KaHAWAATA

OO0muaT uMmakT (akTop HA KaHAWAATa 3a aKaJeMHYHATa JIBKHOCT ,IIpodecop™ e
57.34, a o6musar SJR e 14.854, obuusat O6poit Ha nutupanusara e 210. CrpaBkara e HanpaBeHa
o ganau ot Web of Science, Scopus, Google Scholar u Research Gate . O6mio B Scopus ce
orkpuBar 12 mybnukanuu, 148 murupanus u h wamekc 6, a BbB Web of Science — 24

nyOsimkanuu u h naAeKc 6.

V. IlpenogaBartejicKa JIeifHOCT

3a mepuoaa ot 2023 go 2026 akanemuyHa roguHa jgou. a-p Credan Benenunon
TpudonoB, 1M e uMan yyeOHa HATOBapeHOCT chC CTyAeHTU 5840.7 yaca Ha OBIATapcku U
anrnuiicku e3uk. OT Tax 2218.4 ca npe3 2023-2024, 1904.9 ca npe3 2024-2025 u 1717.4 ca

npe3 2025-2026 akageMr4Ha roivHA.

VI. O0ma ouneHka 3a CbOTBETCTBHMETO HA KAHIAMIATA CHPSAMO 3aABJLKHTEJTHUTE
YCJIOBHS U 3aAbJKUTEJIHUTE KOJUYECTBEHH KPUTEPUM M HAYKOMETPUYHHU IMOKA3ATeJH
ChIVIACHO 3aKOHA 3a pa3BUTHE HA aKajeMH4yHusi cbcraB B Penybauka bbarapus,
IIpaBuiinuka 3a npuiaaranero my u [IpaBuiiHnka 3a pa3BuTHE HA aKaJleMUYHHUS CbCTAB
Ha MeauuuHckun ynusepcurer — [lneBen.

Hou. n-p Credpan BenenmnoB TpudoHOB, IM OTroBaps Ha OONIUTE YCIOBUSA 3a
3aBBPIICHO BHcIIe o0pa3oBanue, nmpuaooura OHC ,,JlokTop®, KakTo 1 Ha 3aABJKUTETHUTE
KOJIMYEeCTBEHH HAYKOMETPHMYHU KPUTEPHMH, KOUTO CE€ H3UCKBAT 3a 3aemaHe Ha AJl

»lIpodecop®.

Taoauna: CpaBHsfiBaHe Ha HayKoMeTpu4yHuUTe mokasareaum Ha J[lou. a-p Credan
BeneannoB TpugoHoB, AM €¢bC 3aAbJIKUTETHUTE KOJTHYECTBEHU KPUTEPUH 32 3aeMaHe Ha

aKaJleMHM4Ha AJTbKHOCT ,,[Ipodecop*.



Jlek1apupaHyu TOYKHU Ha

Tovia or Heo0xonumu
Ho,lg;aTeﬂn Crabpikanue TOYKH KAaHIUAATA
(6poii TouKH) (Opoii Toukm)

A [Toxazaren 1 50 50

B ITokazaren 2 -

B £[0Ka3aTeJ1 3 wim 100 115.17
Cyma ot

r [10Ka3aTeJIUTE OT 200 210,81
5109
Cyma ot

i | [T0KA3aTEJINTE OT 100 300
10m 12
Cyma ot

E [0KA3aTeJINTE OT 100 277.50
13 o xpas

ObIIO 550.00 953,48 Toukn

VII. 3akarouenue.

B®3 ocHOBa Ha IAJTOCTHOTO NPEACTABAHC HA KaHAHUJaTa B KOHKYpCa, CHUTaM 4€ JOII. JI-p

Credan Benenunos TpudoHoB, 1M e mpenogaBaren ¢ BUCOKA KBalu(UKaIMs U Oorat OIuT, U

0TroBaps Ha 3aABJDKUTCIIHUTE U CHeHI/Iq)I/ILIHI/I YCJI0BUS 1 HAYKOMECTPHUYHU KPUTCPUH 34 AI[

LI Ipodecop”.

C ormen Ha TOPEeM3IOKEHOTO W ChOOpa3sBailku ce ChC 3aKoHa 3a pPa3BUTHE Ha

akajgeMuuHus cbcraB B PenyOnuka bearapus, [lpaBunnuka 3a nmpunarane Ha 3PACPB u

HpaBI/IHHI/IKa 34 PAa3BUTHUC HA aKaACMUYHHA ChCTAB HAa AKaICMUYHUA CBCTAB Ha MeauuuHCcKu

YHUBCPCUTET — HJ'IeBeH, npenopbiBaM Ha YBAKAaCMOTO Haquo Kypu aa nmpeajioku J01. 1-p

Credan BenenmunoB TpudonoB 3a m360p Ha akageMuyHara JjabxkHocT ,Ilpodecop® mo

“AHaToMUs, XUCTOJIOTHS ¥ IIUTOJIOTHS , B 00J1aCT Ha BUCIIETO 0OpazoBaHue 7. 3apaBeona3BaHe

U CIIOPT, U HpO(I)eCI/IOHaJ'IHO HaIllpaBJICHUC 7.1. MC,Z[I/II_II/IHa, 34 HY>KJIUTC HA KaTcApa ,,AHaTOMI/Iﬂ,

XHUCTOJIOTHUA, HUTOJOTHA U Oouonorus’ npu MeauiuHCcKH uBepcuteT — [lneBeH.
3

Hara: 01.10.2026

UneH Ha )KypHUTO:

Ha ocHoBaHme un. 59 or 33511

(npog. 0-p Hukonaii lumumpos /Jumumpos, om)




TO
THE CHAIRMAN OF THE SCIENTIFIC JURY,

DETERMINED BY ORDER No. 2392/28.07.2026
OF THE RRECTOR OF MEDICAL UNIVERSITY - PLEVEN

REVIEW

by Prof. Nikolay Dimitrov Dimitrov, MD, PhD

Head of the Department of Anatomy, Faculty of Medicine, Trakia University — Stara Zagora
11 Armeiska Str., 6000 Stara Zagora, Bulgaria

Email: nikolay.dimitrov@trakia-uni.bg

Elected as a member of a scientific jury

Subject: A competition procedure has been announced for one full-time (1.0 FTE) academic
position of Professor in Anatomy, Histology and Cytology, within Field of Higher Education
7. Health Care and Sports and Professional Field 7.1. Medicine, for the needs of the Department
of Anatomy, Histology, Cytology and Biology at the Medical University — Pleven. The
competition was announced by the Medical University — Pleven in the State Gazette, Issue No.

57 of 23 June 2026, p. 104.

According to: Order No. 2392/28 July 2026 issued by the Rector of the Medical University —
Pleven.

Candidate for the announced competition

One candidate has applied for the competition — Assoc. Prof. Stefan Venelinov Trifonov,
MD, PhD, Associate Professor at the Department of Anatomy, Histology, Cytology and
Biology, Medical University — Pleven. The candidate has submitted the complete set of
administrative documents required under the Development of Academic Staff in the Republic
of Bulgaria Act (DASRBA), Regulations on the Implementation of the DASRBA, and the
Regulations for the Development of the Academic Staff of the Medical University — Pleven for

appointment to the academic position of Professor.



I. Analysis of the candidate's career profile

Assoc. Prof. Stefan Venelinov Trifonov, MD, PhD, was born on 11 June 1978 in Pleven,
Bulgaria. He completed his secondary educationin 1995 at the Foreign Language High School
in Pleven, where he studied English and Russian. Assoc. Prof. Trifonov graduated from the
Medical University — Pleven in 2001 with a degree in Medicine, obtaining the professional
qualification of Physician. In 2002, he was appointed Assistant Professor at the Department of
Anatomy, Histology and Cytology, Medical University — Pleven. In 2005, he was promoted to
Senior Assistant Professor and, in the same year, acquired a specialty in Anatomy, Histology
and Cytology. In 2006, as a recipient of a scholarship from the Government of Japan, he
undertook specialized training at the Department of Anatomy and Brain Science, Kansai
Medical University, Osaka, Japan. In 2008, he began working at Kansai Medical University,
Osaka, Japan. In 2010, he obtained his doctoral degree in Japan, which was formally recognized
by the Medical University — Pleven in 2013. His doctoral dissertation was entitled: “Expression
of choline acetyltransferase and integral membrane protein GPR155 alternatively spliced
mRNA variants in mouse central nervous system.” In 2015, the Medical University — Pleven
awarded Dr Stefan Trifonov the academic position of Associate Professor in the scientific
specialty Anatomy, Histology and Cytology. Since 2015, Assoc. Prof. Stefan Venelinov
Trifonov, MD, PhD, has held the position of Associate Professor at the Department of Anatomy,
Histology, Cytology and Biology, Medical University — Pleven. From 2019 to 2020, Assoc.
Prof. Trifonov served as Acting Head of the Department of Anatomy, Histology, Cytology and
Biology at the Medical University — Pleven. Since 2021, he has served as Head of the
Department. In 2025, Assoc. Prof. Trifonov completed a Basic Course in Acupuncture
(ICMART). Assoc. Prof. Stefan Venelinov Trifonov has a total length of service of 15 years,

10 months and 15 days, all of which constitute teaching experience.

II. Evaluation of the candidate's scientific publications for the overall academic

development.

1. General characteristics of publication activity
Assoc. Prof. Stefan Venelinov Trifonov, MD, PhD, participates in the present
competition with 124 scientific publications and contributions presented at scientific forums in
Bulgaria and abroad. Of these, 33 are full-text publications in peer-reviewed scientific journals,

while 20 are indexed in Web of Science and/or Scopus



2. Participation in the implementation and management of projects

Assoc. Prof. Stefan Venelinov Trifonov, MD, PhD, has participated in nine national
research projects and four research projects funded by the Medical University — Pleven. He has
also served as Principal Investigator of two research projects at Kansai Medical University,
Osaka, Japan. He has acted as an academic mentor to nine students within Project
BGO051P0O001-3.3.07-0002 “Student Internships”, implemented with the financial support of
the Operational Program “Human Resources Development 2007-2013” and co-funded by the
European Social Fund (ESF) of the European Union, as well as within Project BGOSM20OP001 -
2.002-0001 “Student Internships”, funded under the Operational Program “Science and
Education for Smart Growth 2014-2020.” He has also participated in the following
international research projects: “Functional anatomy of the striatum — co-localization of GAD1
and other markers of striatal neurons,” 2009, Research Support Program, Type F, Kansai
Medical University (grant amount: JPY 600,000) and “Role of non-coding RNAs in the
maintenance of neuronal functions in normal and pathological conditions,” 2010, Research

Support Program, Type F, Kansai Medical University (grant amount: JPY 600,000).

3. Scientific and creative achievements (membership in organizations, awards)
Assoc. Prof. Stefan Venelinov Trifonov, MD, PhD, is a member of the following

scientific and professional organizations:

Japan Neuroscience Society

International Brain Research Organization (IBRO)

Bulgarian Anatomical Society — Secretary of the Society from 2019 to 2026
Bulgarian Society of Traditional Chinese Medicine

International Council of Medical Acupuncture and Related Techniques (ICMART)
Union of Scientists in Bulgaria

Bulgarian Medical Association

NoUnhs LD —

Assoc. Prof. Stefan Venelinov Trifonov, MD, PhD, is also a member of the Editorial
Board of the Journal of Biomedical and Clinical Research (JBCR).

Awards:

1. Kansai Medical University Award for International Research Program, December
2009.

2. “Most Distinguished Lecturer of the Year at the Medical University — Pleven”,
awarded in 2017, 2021, 2022, and 2024.



III. Evaluation of the scientific publications selected for participation in the
competition.

The principal areas of research reflected in the publications of Assoc. Prof. Stefan
Venelinov Trifonov, MD, PhD, are primarily focused on integrating traditional anatomical
methods, such as the dissection of fixed cadavers and the investigation of anatomi cal variations
and their clinical significance, with molecular and genetic techniques, including RT-PCR,
gPCR, immunohistochemistry, and in situ hybridization. A substantial part of his research is
devoted to various aspects of the cholinergic system, including acetylcholine synthesis, the role
and expression of choline acetyltransferase (ChAT) in the brain and the enteric nervous system,
as well as experimental evidence for the presence of cholinergic terminals and muscarinic
receptors within the central auditory sensory system. These studies contribute to the elucidation
of the mechanisms underlying cholinergic signaling in the central and peripheral nervous
systems. His research also addresses the involvement of leptin in the regulation of appetite,
body weight, and neuroendocrine function. Other areas of investigation include degenerative
changes in the anterior cruciate ligament of the knee, with particular emphasis on their effects
on mechanoreceptors and proprioception, as well as the identification and description of rare
anatomical variations.

Summary: Based on the scientific output presented, the candidate demonstrates the
requisite knowledge and skills to conduct high-quality scientificresearch. The scientific works
submitted by the candidate for evaluation in the present competition are clearly written and
demonstrate a high standard of scientific style and presentation.

IV. Publication reflection of the candidate

The candidate for the academic position of Professor has a cumulative Impact Factor of
57.34 and a cumulative SJR score of 14.854, with a total of 210 citations. The bibliometric data
were compiled on the basis of information available on the Web of Science, Scopus, Google
Scholar, and ResearchGate. According to Scopus, the candidate has 12 indexed publications,
148 citations, and an h-index of 6. In Web of Science, 24 publications are indexed, with an h-
index of 6.

VI. Overall assessment of the candidate’s compliance with the mandatory
requirements, quantitative criteria, and scientometric indicators pursuant to the
Development of Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria Act, the Regulations on its
Implementation, and the Regulations for the Development of the Academic Staff of the
Medical University — Pleven.

Assoc. Prof. Stefan Venelinov Trifonov, MD, PhD, meets the general eligibility
requirements regarding the completion of higher education and the acquisition of the
educational and scientific degree of “Doctor (PhD)”, as well as the mandatory quantitative
scientometric criteria required for appointment to the academic position of “Professor”



Table. Comparison of the Scientometric Indicators of Assoc. Prof. Stefan Venelinov
Trifonov, MD, PhD, with the Mandatory Quantitative Criteria for Appointment to the
Academic Position of Professor.

Group of Contents Required Points | Points Declared by the
indicators (Number of Points) | capdidate (Number of
Points)

A Indicator 1 50 50

B Indicator 2 -

B Indicator 3 or 4 100 115.17

r glg)ngof Indicators 200 210,81

I ?812) 01f2 Indicators 100 300

Sum of Indicators
E 13 to the End 100 277.50
Total: 550.00 953,48 points

VII. Conclusion.

Based on the candidate’s overall performance in the competition procedure, I consider
Assoc. Prof. Stefan Venelinov Trifonov, MD, PhD, to be a highly qualified and experienced
university lecturer and researcher who meets the mandatory and specific requirements, as well
as the scientometric criteria, for appointment to the academic position of Professor. In view of
the above, and in accordance with the Development of Academic Staff in the Republic of
Bulgaria Act, the Regulations on the Implementation of the Development of Academic Staffin
the Republic of Bulgaria Act, and the Regulations for the Development of the Academic Staff
of the Medical University — Pleven, I recommend that the esteemed Scientific Jury propose
Assoc. Prof. Stefan Venelinov Trifonov, MD, PhD, for appointment to the academic
position of Professor in Anatomy, Histology and Cytology, within Field of Higher Education
7. Health Care and Sports, Professional Field 7.1. Medicine, for the needs of the Department of
Anatomy, Histology, Cytology and Biology at the Medical University — Pleven.

Date: 01 October 2026 Member of the Scientific Jury: Ha ocHoeanme un. 59 or 3314

(Prof. Nikolay Dimitrov Dimitrov, MD, PhD)




