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or mpod. n-p Humurep IlerkoB CuBpeB, nm — Kareapa mo anaromuss mpu MeTUITMHCKU
¢daxynrer Ha Tpakuiicku yHuBepcuter, rp. Crapa 3aropa, Karo 4jieH Ha HAy4YHO >XKypU 3a
OIICHSIBaHE HAa KaHJUJATUTE IO KOHKYPC 3a 3a€MaHE Ha akaJleMUYHaTa JUIbXHOCT “Tipodecop’ no
“AHaTOMUS, XUCTOJIOTUS U LIUTOJIOTHA, B 00JIaCT Ha BHUCIIETO oOpa3oBaHue 7. 3/1paBeoria3BaHe
u cnopr, u mnpodecuonanHo HampasieHue 7.1. MenunuHa, cbriaacHo 3amoBen  Ne
2392/28.07.2026 Ha .PexTopa Ha MeauuMHCKH yHUBEPCHUTET, Tp. [1neBeH.

Konkypcst e 3a enno msicto npu 1.0 maT 3a akageMuyHaTa JUTbKHOCT ,,lIpodecop*
3a HyXIWTE€ Ha Karenpa , AHaTOMHUSA, XHUCTOJIOTHUS, LMTOJOTUS W OHOJOTHS” KbM
®dakynreT ,,MeaumuHa* npu MeaunuHcku yHuBepcuteT, rp. [lneBen. ChriusT € o0sBeH B
JIB, 6p. 57/23.06.2026 .

Kanaunar 3a o6sBenoto mscto e gou. a1-p Credan BenenunoB Tpudonos, moktop
M0 MEJUIMHA, JOLEHT B KaTeapa ,,AHaTOMUS, XUCTOJIOTHS, IUTOJIOTUS U OHOJIOTUA" TpU
MenmuuuHcku yHuBepcurer, rpax [liesen.

Kannunatrst e npeacraBui noapoOHU JOKYMEHTH CHOPE] M3UCKBAaHUATA Ha 3aKOHA

3d pa3BUTUC HA aKAACMUYIHUA CbCTAB U HpaBI/IJ'IHI/IKa 3d HCT'OBOTO IIPUJIOKCHHUC.

OBPA30OBAHHME N OBYUEHHUE

Credan BenenunoB TpudonoB e poaen Ha 11.06.1978 romuna B rp. IlneBeH.
Cpennoto cu oOpa3oBaHue 3aBbpIBa npe3 1995 — ['mmHa3us ¢ mpenoaBaHe Ha TyKIU
e3uIH (aHTTIHICKU U pyckH) B Tp. [lneBeH.

Cnopen mnpeacraBenutre jgokyMeHTn joil. Credan TpudoHoB 3aBbpiBa
Menunuacku yHEBepcuTeT Tp. [lneBeH, crenuanuocT ,,Memumuua“ npe3 2001 roguna
KaTo Mpua001Ba MpaBoCIOCOOHOCT Ha ,JIekap* (mummoma cepus Ne 003857/2001).

Ot 2001 cnemumanusupa ,,AHaTOMHS, XUCTOJOTHS M IUTOJOTHUS B MeEAUITMHCKU
yHuBepcutrer Tp. llneBen. B kpas Ha TO3u mepuos MNpUAOOMBA CIEIHUATHOCT —
CBHJICTEJICTBO 3a mpuaoouTa crernamHocT Ne 010490.

IIpe3 2006 roanHa ChC CTUMNEHIUS HA STIOHCKOTO MPaBUTEJICTBO CIICIMAIM3Upa B

Department of Anatomy and Brain Science, Kansal Medical University, Osaka, Japan.
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Ot 2007 no 2010 roguHa € JOKTOPAHT ChC CTUIICHIUS HA SITTOHCKOTO MPaBUTEICTBO
B Department of Anatomy and Brain Science, Kansal Medical University, Osaka, Japan.
Jlokropantypata ¢ ¢ Ne C880/28.09.20210. TemaTa Ha aucepraiusTa e : ,,Expression of
choline acetyltransferase and integral membrane protein GPR155 alternatively spliced
mRNA variants in mouse central nervous system”. 3amurara e npu3Hara oT AkaJeMudeH
cbBeT Ha MemunuHcku yHIBepcuTeT — Ip. [IneBen (mpotokosr Nel10/25.11.2013).

IIpe3 2015 romuna MemuuuHckun yHuBepcuter rp. IlneBeHn mnpucexina Ha 1o-p
Credpan TpudoHoB akagemMuvHaTta THXKHOCT ,JOLEHT MO HayyHaTa CIHEIUATHOCT
,,AHATOMHSI, XUCTOJIOTHS U UuToJiorus ™ — qummioma Ne C0043/05.10.2015.

[Ipe3 2025 rommna npon. TpudoHOB 3aBbpUIBA OCHOBEH KypC IO aKyMyHKTypa
cbriaacHo ooyuutenuute ctangapti Ha ICMART u ycnemHo B3eT 3aKIr0YUTENCH U3IHT,
3a KOETO € W3/aJIeHO YJOCTOBEpEeHHE OT bBIrapckoro apy>kKecTBO MO TpagUIlMOHHA
KUTaNcKa MeIuIInHA.

['opeunsnoxeHoTo ce IoKa3Ba OT MPEACTaBEHN HOTApHUAIHO 3aBepeHU (OTOKOMUS HA

CbOTBCTHUTC JOKYMCHTH.

TPYJIOB CTAXK

Ot 2002 mo 2005 romuHa, cien credeneH KoHKypce, A-p Credan TpudoHor 3aema
aKaJeMHU4HaTa JUITbXHOCT ,,aCUCTEHT B KaTe/apa ,,AHaATOMUS, XUCTOJOTHS U LIUTOJIOTHS
B Menuuuncku yHuBepcuteT rp. Ilnesen, a or 2005 go 2008 e crapiiu acUCTEHT B
chlllaTa KaTeapa.

Ot 2008 mo 2016 roauHa 3aema MoOcCiIeIOBaTenHO ITbx)HOCTUTE teaching assistant
(2008-2009), research assistant (2009-2010), assistant professor (2010-2016) B
Department of Anatomy and Brain Science, Kansal Medical University, Osaka, Japan.

Ot 2015 no 2019 e nmoueHT B Karenmpa ,,AHATOMHUS, XUCTOJOTHS, IUTOJOTHUS W
o6uonorus™ B MenuuuHcku yHuBepcuteT rp. Ilneen, a mo 2020 roguHa € BpeMEHHO
M3MBJIHSABALL JJIBXXHOCTTAa PhKOBOIMTEN HA KaTeapa ,,AHATOMUS, XUCTOJOTHS, ITUTOJIOTHS
1 OmoJtorus ‘.

[Ipe3 romm u aBryct 2026 romuHa ¢ roct-npodcop B Department of Anatomy and

Brain Science, Kansal Medical University, Osaka, Japan, a B mepuonma 2020-2023 e



Bozewr wm3cnenoBaren, exkcnept B PII1 | Ilepconanusupana meguuuHa® Ha MOPOEKT
BG05M20P001-1.002-0010-CO3 ,IleHThp 3a KOMIETEHTHOCT II0 TIEPCOHAIM3UPAHA
MenuiuHa, 3D u TeneMenuiiiaa, poooTU3NpaHa 1 MUHUMaTHA-UHBa3UBHA XUPYPTUs‘‘.

Ot 2021 no HaAcTOAIIMS MOMEHT € JIOUEHT, PbKOBOAUTEN Ha KaTeapa ,,AHaTOMHS,
XUCTOJIOTHS, IUTOJIOTHS W Ouojorusa” BBB (akynrer ,,MemunuHa, MeaunuHCKu
yHuBepcurer, [lieseH.

OT nmpeacTaBeHOTO yAoCTOBEpeHHE 3a TpyAoB cTax m3Xx. Ne | 01-3129/24.06.2026 ¢
BunHo, 4e Crepan BenenunoB TpudoHoB KkbM JaTatTa Ha M3JaBaHETO Ha
YIOCTOBEPEHHETO MMa TpylnoB cTax 15 rommum 10 mecena u 15 neHa, or KOuTO

npenoaaBaTeicku ctax 15 roguan 10 mecena u 15 nena.

YYEBHA HATOBAPEHOCT

3a mepuona ot 2023 go 2026 akamemuuna roguHa jgon. Crtedan TpudoHoB €
peanu3upan ydyeOHa HATOBAPEHOCT ChC CTYJACHTH (B eKBUBaJICHTHH 4YacoBe) 5840.7 vaca
Ha OBJITPCKU U aHTIUHCKH e3uK. OT Tsax 2218.4 ca ipe3 2023-2024, 1904.9 ca nipe3 2024-
2025 u 1717.4 ca npe3 2025-2026 akageMuyHa rojivHa.

Ot mpencraBeHuTe crpaBku oT MenuuuHcku yHuUBepcuTeT — [lneBeH e BUaHO, ye

noi. TpudoHoB nma HeoOxoauMara 3a mpodecop yuyeOHa HaTOBAPEHOCT.

HAVYYHA JJEMHOCT

Hayunouscnenosarenckara aeiiHoct Ha noin. Credan Benennno TpudoHoB e
HacouyeHa KbM ChUYETaBaHE Ha TPATUIIMOHHUTE 32 aHATOMUATA METOJIM KaTO JUCEKIUS Ha
buKkcupaHu TPYNOBE M W3CIEIBaHE HA pa3jIMYyHU AaHATOMUYHH Bapuallid BHB BPb3Ka C
TAXHOTO KIMHUYHOTO 3HAYEHHE, C MOJIEKYJIspHO-TeHeTudHu wmeroau kato RT-PCR,
qPCR, umyHOXHCcTOXUMHUS, IN SitU XUOpUAM3AIHUS U IPYTH.

[Ipoyyenn ca pa3nTUYHM AacleKTH Ha XOJWHEpPruyHaTa CHUCTEMa: CHHTE3 Ha
alleTIIIXOJIMH, POJIsITA Ha AleTWIXOJIMH TpaHcdepaTa B MO3bKa M €HTEpaliHaTa HepBHA
CUCTEMa, EKCIIEPUMEHTAIHU J0Ka3aTeJICTBA 3a HAIMYMETO HA XOJUHEPTUUYHU TEPMUHAIN
U MYCKapMHOBU pELENTOPHM B LIEHTpaJIHATa CIyXOBa CEH30pHA CHUCTEMa, KOWTO
WIIOCTpUpAT MEXaHW3MUTE Ha XOJUMHEpPru4yHaTa CUTHaJIW3alMs B IEHTpaJHaTa U

nepudepHaTa HepBHA CUCTEMA.



Jlpyra oGmacT Ha HW3CIEABaHE Ca PEIKM aHATOMHYHU BapHalliU: B PA3ICISTHETO HA
JsBaTa U JsCHATA a. carotis communis, B pa3KJIOHsABaHETO Ha truncus coeliacus u a.
hepatica communis. IlpoydeHo € W BB3ACHCTBHETO HA JCTCHEPATUBHH IMPOMECHU B
nmpeaHaTa KpbCTOCaHA BPB3Ka HA KOJSHOTO BBPXY MEXAHOPEUENTOPUTE U MPOIpPHUO-
perenuusATa B Ta3W OONACT, M Y4YacTHETO Ha JIENTHH B peETylalusaTa Ha aneTuTa,

TEJIECHOTO TETJIO U HEBPOEHJOKpUHHATA (DYHKIHUS.

Hay4nu ny0oauxkanuu

Hayunara peitHoct Ha gnon. Credpan TpudonoB e orpazeHa B 124 HayuHH
MyOJIUKAIMK U y4acTus B HaydyHU (OpyMH B CTpaHaTa W 4yKOumHA. TpuaeceT u Tpu OT
TAX Ca B MBJICEH TEKCT B PEIEH3UPAHU HAYUYHH CIHCAHUS, JBAJCCET Ca WHJICKCHUPAHU B
Web of Science/Scopus.

OO6muAT UMMAaKT GakTop Ha KaHIUJATa 3a akajeMUdHaTa JIBXKHOCT ,,lipodecop™ e
57.34, a oOmuar SJIR e 14.854.

Hurupanus

Hayunoto TBOpuectBO Ha gon. TpudoHOB € HUTHUPAHO MHOTOKPAaTHO B
qy)KAECTpaHHU U ObJrapcku u3ganus. KakTo craBa sicCHO OT MpHJIOkKEeHaTa CIpaBKa OT
06.07.2026 nwa MeaunuHcka OubnuoTeka Tpu MeauiuHCcKH YHHUBepcUTeT I[lneBeH,
obmusaT Opoit Ha nutupanusTa € 210. CnpaBkata € HampaBeHa mo gaHau ot Web of
Science, Scopus, Google Scholar u Research Gate u nma npuosxeH cuuchk. M3kimoueHn

ca ,Z[Y6J'II/IpaHI/I OUTHUPAHUA U aBTOOUTHUPAHUS.

Hayynu npoexkTn

Hou TpudonoB e yuyacTBay B 9 HallMOHATHU HAYYHOM3CIIEIOBATEICKU MPOEKTU U
YeTHPHU HAYyYHU MPOeKTH Ha Menunmucku yauBepcuteT [lnesen. Toil e Oun ppkoBOAUTEN
Ha JBa HayuHom3cieaoBaTeicku npoekra B Kansal Medical University, Osaka, Japan.

Kanmupoatsr 3a akageMuyHata JOIBKHOCT ,podecop e Ouin akaaeMUdeH
HacTaBHUK Ha JeBeT cryaeHTH 1o mnpoekt BGO051P0001-3.3.07-0002 ,,CtymeHTCKH
MpakTUKu' ¢ puHaHCcoBaTa nojakpena Ha OnepaTuBHA MorpamMa ,,Pa3BuTre Ha YOBEIIKUTE
pecypcu 2007-2013%, cepunancupana or ECO na EC u IIpoekr BGO5SM20P001-2.002-
0001 ,,Crynmentcku mnpakTtuku®, ¢unancupan mno OmnepatuBHa mnporpama ,Hayka wu

oOpa3oBanue 3a HHTEIUreHTeH pactex 2014-2020%



OT MeXTyHapOJAHUTE MTPOEKTH 0COOEHO BHUMAHUE 3aCTy’KaBarT:

Functional anatomy of the striatum — co-localization of GAD1 and other markers of
striatal neurons, 2009, Research support program type F of Kansai Medical University.
(grant for 600 000 yen).

Role of non-coding RNAs in the maintenance of neuronal functions in normal and
pathological conditions, 2010, Research support program type F of Kansai Medical

University. (grant for 600 000 yen).

CnoTBeTCcTBHE C HAYYHH MUHUMAJTHUTE U3UCKBAHUA

ABTOpCKaTa CIipaBKa 3a CbOTBCTCTBUEC U U3IIBJIHCHNEC HA MUHUMAJTHUTC HAITMOHAJTHU

M3UCKBaHUs ¢ JOKyMeHT Ne 12 or JIOKYMEHTH 3a KOHKYpPC 3a aKaJeMHYHA JUTHKHOCT
“npodecop”.

Tabauna 1. MuHUMAaITHA U3UCKBAHU TOYKH TI0 TPYIH ITOKA3aTEIH 32
aKaJleMHyYHaTa AIbKHOCT “TIpodecop v ChOTBETCTBHE Ha KaH/K1aTa

Movna ot CoabpiKaHme Mpodecop CredaH TpudoHoB
nokasarenm (6poii Toukm) (6poii Toukm)
A [Moka3saten 1 50 50
[ lMoKasaTen 2 100 115.17
B QOKa3aTen 3nan 100 100
Cvyma ot
r noKasatenuTe oT 200 210,81
5009
Cvyma ot
il nokasaTenuTe oT 100 300
10mn 12
Cvyma ot
E nokasartenure oT 100 277.50
13 po Kpasn
obLWo 650.00 1053,48 ToukM

Ot mpunokeHata TaOIUIA-CIIpaBKa € BUAHO, Y€ MUHUMAJTHUTE W3UCKBAaHUS B
obmact 7. 3apaBeonasBane u cnopt, lIpodecuonanno nHampasnenue 7.1. Meaunmnaa ca
CITa3CHU.

Ornenkara Ha HAyYHOM3CIEJA0BaTeICKaTa AeiHocT Ha foi. 1-p Credan BenenmHos

TpucdonoB, 1M ce OCHOBaBa Ha KPUTEPHUTE 33 3a€MaHE HAa aKaJEMUYHATA JTHKHOCT



“npogecop” cpoOpa3HO 3aKOH 3a pa3BUTHE HA aKaJeMU4HUs cbcTaB U [IpaBUIHUK 3a
MPUIOKEHUETO My. BUIHO e, ue Tol He camMO MOKpHBA KOJUYECTBEHHUTE KPUTEPHUHU 3a
Ta3u aKaJeMUYHA UTbKHOCT, HO 10 HsAkoW rpynu nokazarenu (b, I, /1 u E) nansummasa

3aKOHOBO HEOOXOIUMMUTE.

SAKVIIOYEHUE

Crniopen ropensnoKeHoTo cTaBa BUIHO, ye jo1l. A-p Credpan Benennnos Tpudonos,
IIM € YTBBPJCH YUEH U MpernoaBaresl, YUuTO U3CIeABaHUS UMAT HE CaMO TEOPETUYHO, HO
U BaXXHO IMPAKTHUYECKO 3HaueHHE. Bb3 OCHOBa Ha HAy4YHO-IIPENOJaBATEICKUTE KauecTBa
Ha kKaHaupaata jou. 1-p Credpan TpudoHoB, AM, KOUTO ca OTpa3eHU B MPEICTABEHUTE
JOKyMEHTH ¥ OTUYWTAWKW HETOBUS TEOPETHUYCH, M MPAKTUYECKU MPUHOC, KAKTO U
MpernojaBaTeICKu ONUT, H3pa3eH ¢ ydyeOHaTa My HATOBapeHOCT, M moBede oT 15
TOJUIIHUSL MY TPENOJaBaTeNICKU CTaX, JlaBaM IOJOXKUTEJHA OlEHKAa Ha KaHAWjaaTa, U
npaBsi TpeUIOKEHUE MpeJ yBaKaeMHTE WIEHOBE Ha yBakaeMoTo HayuHo Xypu na
kiacupa jaou. A-p Credan BenenunoB TpudonoB, 1M 3a mrbxHOCTTa “nipodecop”, u aa
ro NpeacTaBy npeq AKaeMUYHUS ChbBET HA MenuuuHCKu yHUBepcuTeT — Ip. [lneBeH 3a
n30uMpaHe Ha akKaJeMHUYHaTa JIIBKHOCT “mpodecop” mo “AHATOMHS, XHCTOJIOTHS U
muToNorus” B OONAacT Ha BHUCHIETO oOpa3oBaHue 7. 3apaBeomna3BaHe U CIOPT H
npodecroHanHo Hampasienue 7.1. MemunuHa, 3a HYXIUTe Ha Kareapa ,,AHaTOMus,

XHUCTOJIOI'UA, HUTOJIOTHA U ononorus IIpH CbIIUA YHUBCPCUTCT.

23.09.2026 roxn MBroTBUi pelieH3UsITA: Ha ocHoBaHue un. 59 ot 33/
rp. Crapa 3aropa Itpod. a-p dumutsp Cuspes, am/



REVIEW

by Professor Dr Dimitar Petkov Sivrev, MD, PhD - Department of Anatomy at the Faculty of
Medicine of Trakia University, Stara Zagora, as a member of the scientific jury for evaluating
candidates in a competition for the academic position of Professor in "Anatomy, Histology and
Cytology", in the field of higher education 7. Health and Sports and professional field 7.1.
Medicine, according to order No. 2392/28.07.2026 of the Rector of Medical University, Pleven.

The competition is for one full-time (1.0 FTE) position at the academic rank of
Professor within the Department of Anatomy, Histology, Cytology, and Biology at the
Faculty of Medicine, Medical University — Pleven. The announcement was published in
the ,State Gazette”, Issue No. 57 of June 23, 2026.

The candidate for the announced position is Assoc. Prof. Dr Stefan Venelinov
Trifonov, PhD, an Associate Professor in the Department of Anatomy, Histology,
Cytology, and Biology at Medical University — Pleven.

The candidate has submitted comprehensive documentation in accordance with
the requirements of the Act on the Development of the Academic Staff and the

Regulations for its implementation.

EDUCATION AND TRAINING

Stefan Venelinov Trifonov was born on June 11, 1978, in the city of Pleven. He
completed his secondary education in 1995 in Pleven at a high school specializing in
foreign languages (English and Russian).

According to the submitted documents, Assoc. Prof. Stefan Trifonov graduated
from the Medical University of Pleven with a degree in Medicine in 2001, qualifying as
a physician (Diploma Series No. 003857/2001).

Starting in 2001, he pursued a specialization in "Anatomy, Histology, and
Cytology" at the Medical University of Pleven. At the end of this period, he obtained

his board certification in the specialty (Certificate No. 010490).



In 2006, supported by a Japanese government scholarship, he undertook a
specialization at the Department of Anatomy and Brain Science, Kansai Medical
University, Osaka, Japan.

From 2007 to 2010, he was a doctoral student—supported by a Japanese
government scholarship—at the Department of Anatomy and Brain Science, Kansai
Medical University, Osaka, Japan. His doctoral studies were registered under No.
C880/28.09.2010. The dissertation topic was: "Expression of choline acetyltransferase
and integral membrane protein GPR155 alternatively spliced mRNA variants in mouse
central nervous system." The successful defense was recognized by the Academic
Council of the Medical University — Pleven (Protocol No. 10/25.11.2013). In 2015, the
Medical University of Pleven awarded Dr. Stefan Trifonov the academic rank of
Associate Professor in the scientific specialty of "Anatomy, Histology, and Cytology"
(Diploma No. C0043/05.10.2015).

In 2025, Assoc. Prof. Trifonov completed a basic course in acupuncture in
accordance with ICMART training standards and successfully passed the final
examination, receiving a certificate issued by the Bulgarian Society of Traditional
Chinese Medicine.

The foregoing is evidenced by the submitted notarized photocopies of the

relevant documents.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

From 2002 to 2005, following a competitive selection process, Dr. Stefan
Trifonov held the academic position of Assistant at the Department of Anatomy,
Histology, and Cytology at the Medical University of Pleven, and from 2005 to 2008, he
served as a Senior Assistant in the same department.

From 2008 to 2016, he successively held the positions of Teaching Assistant
(2008-2009), Research Assistant (2009—2010), and Assistant Professor (2010-2016) at
the Department of Anatomy and Brain Science, Kansai Medical University, Osaka,

Japan.



From 2015 to 2019, he was an Associate Professor at the Department of
Anatomy, Histology, Cytology, and Biology at the Medical University of Pleven, and
until 2020, he served as the Acting Head of the Department of Anatomy, Histology,
Cytology, and Biology.

In July and August 2016, he was a Visiting Professor at the Department of
Anatomy and Brain Science, Kansai Medical University, Osaka, Japan; from 2020 to
2023, he served as a Lead Researcher and expert in Work Package 1 ("Personalized
Medicine") of project BGO5M20P001-1.002-0010-CO3, titled "Competence Center for
Personalized Medicine, 3D and Telemedicine, Robotic and Minimally Invasive Surgery."
Since 2021, he has served as an Associate Professor and Head of the Department of
Anatomy, Histology, Cytology, and Biology at the Faculty of Medicine, Medical
University — Pleven.

The submitted employment record certificate (Ref. No. | 01-3129/24.06.2026)
indicates that, as of the date of its issuance, Stefan Venelinov Trifonov has 15 years, 10
months, and 15 days of professional experience, all of which was gained in a teaching

capacity.

TEACHING WORKLOAD

During the period spanning the 2023-2026 academic years, Assoc. Prof. Stefan
Trifonov completed a teaching workload with students totaling 5,840.7 hours (in
equivalent hours), delivered in both Bulgarian and English. Of this total, 2,218.4 hours
were completed in 2023-2024, 1,904.9 hours in 2024-2025, and 1,717.4 hours in
2025-2026.

Records provided by the Medical University — Pleven demonstrate that Assoc.

Prof. Trifonov meets the teaching workload requirements for the rank of Professor.

SCIENTIFIC ACTIVITY
The research work of Assoc. Prof. Stefan Venelinov Trifonov focuses on

combining traditional anatomical methods—such as the dissection of fixed cadavers



and the study of the clinical significance of various anatomical variations—with
molecular-genetic techniques, including RT-PCR, gPCR, immunohistochemistry, ,,in
situ” hybridization, and others.

Various aspects of the cholinergic system have been investigated, including
acetylcholine synthesis and the role of choline acetyltransferase in the brain and
enteric nervous system. Research has also provided experimental evidence for the
presence of cholinergic terminals and muscarinic receptors within the central auditory
sensory system, illustrating the mechanisms of cholinergic signaling in both the central
and peripheral nervous systems.

Another area of research concerns rare anatomical variations, specifically
regarding the bifurcation of the left and right common carotid arteries and the
branching patterns of the celiac trunk and common hepatic artery. Additionally, studies
have examined the impact of degenerative changes in the anterior cruciate ligament
of the knee on mechanoreceptors and proprioception in the region, as well as the role

of leptin in the regulation of appetite, body weight, and neuroendocrine function.

Scientific Publications

Assoc. Prof. Stefan Trifonov’'s scientific work is reflected in 124 scientific
publications and participations in scientific forums both in Bulgaria and abroad. Thirty-
three of these are full-text articles in peer-reviewed scientific journals, and twenty are
indexed in Web of Science/Scopus.

The candidate’s total impact factor for the academic position of "Professor" is

57.34, and the total SIR is 14.854.

Citations

Assoc. Prof. Trifonov’s scientific work has been cited numerous times in both
foreign and Bulgarian publications. As indicated by the report dated July 6, 2026, from
the Medical Library at Pleven Medical University, the total number of citations is 210.

The report is based on data from Web of Science, Scopus, Google Scholar, and Research



Gate, and includes an attached list. Duplicate citations and self-citations have been

excluded.

Scientific Projects

Assoc. Prof. Trifonov has participated in nine national research projects and four
scientific projects at Pleven Medical University. He has served as the principal
investigator for two research projects at Kansai Medical University, Osaka, Japan. The
candidate for the academic position of "Professor" served as an academic mentor to
nine students under Project BGO51P0001-3.3.07-0002 "Student Practices," supported
by the Operational Programme "Human Resources Development 2007-2013" (co-
financed by the EU's ESF), and Project BGO5M20P001-2.002-0001 "Student Practices,"
funded by the Operational Programme "Science and Education for Smart Growth
2014-2020."

Among the international projects, the following deserve special mention:

Functional anatomy of the striatum — co-localization of GAD1 and other markers
of striatal neurons, 2009, Research support program type F of Kansai Medical
University (grant of 600,000 yen).

Role of non-coding RNAs in the maintenance of neuronal functions in normal
and pathological conditions, 2010, Research support program type F of Kansai Medical

University (grant of 600,000 yen).

Compliance with minimum scientific requirements

The author's statement regarding compliance with and fulfillment of the
minimum national requirements is Document No. 12 among the documents for the
competition for the academic position of "Professor".

The attached summary table demonstrates that the minimum requirements for

Area 7 (Healthcare and Sport), Professional Field 7.1 (Medicine), have been met.



Table 1. Minimum required points by indicator groups for the academic
position of "Professor" and the candidate's compliance

_Gr9up of Contens Poft.essor Stefan :I'nfonov
indicators (points) (points)
A Indicator 1 50 50
B Indicator 2 100 115.17
B Indicator 3 or 4 100 100
r Sum of indicators from 200 210,81
5to9
Sum of indicators from
A 10 and 12 100 300
Sum of indicators from
E 1 277.
13 to end 00 77.50
TOTAL 650.00 1053,48 points

The assessment of the research activities of Assoc. Prof. Stefan Venelinov
Trifonov, MD, PhD, is based on the criteria for appointment to the academic position
of "Professor," in accordance with the Act on the Development of the Academic Staff
and the Regulations for its application. It is evident that he not only meets the
quantitative criteria for this academic position but also exceeds the statutory

requirements across certain groups of indicators (B, C, D, and E).

CONCLUSION

Based on the foregoing, it is evident that Assoc. Prof. Stefan Venelinov Trifonov,
MD, PhD, is an established scholar and educator whose research holds not only
theoretical but also significant practical value. Considering the candidate’s academic
and teaching qualifications as reflected in the submitted documentation, and taking
into account his theoretical and practical contributions, his teaching experience—
demonstrated by his teaching workload and over 15 years of service in education—I
provide a positive assessment of the candidate. | propose that the esteemed members

of the Scientific Jury to rank Assoc. Prof. Dr Stefan Venelinov Trifonov, MD, PhD, for



the position of Professor and recommend him to the Academic Council of the Medical
University — Pleven for election to the academic position of Professor in "Anatomy,
Histology, and Cytology" (Higher Education Area 7: Healthcare and Sports; Professional

Field 7.1: Medicine) for the Department of Anatomy, Histology, Cytology, and Biology

at the same University.

23.09.2026 Prepared review: Ha ocHosanue un. 59 ot 3311
City of Crapa 3aropa /Prof. Dr Dimitar Sivrev, MD, PhD/



