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Ha 1po¢. 1-p Jumursp Credanos Kaamiicku, T0KkTOp Ha MeMIMHCKUTE HayKH, MHCTHTYT
0 eKCIePHMEHTANHA MOP(}O0JIOrus, NaTo0rHus H aHTponosorus ¢ myseit (MEMIIAM)
npu BAH, yn. Axanemux I'eopru Borues, 6. 25, 1113 Codus; wien na Hayunoro xypu 1o
IpoIlelypa Ha KOHKYPC 3a akaJeMU4HaTa ATBXKHOCT , npoghecop” mo 3amoBex Ne 2392 ot
28.07.2026 r. Ha Pextopa Ha MY — [TneBeH.

Enuncreen kanaupar B oOsBeHUsT KOHKypc e moneHT A-p Crepan Bewemunos
Tpudonos, nokTop no MenunuHa, ot Karenpa aHaTOMESI, XHCTOJIOTHS IIUTOJIOTHS U OHOJIOTUS
(ppKOBOIUTEN KBM JIHEIIIHA JJaTa Ha KaTeparta) Ha MeauuuHcKus Gakynrer npu MeTunuHcKa
yHUBepcHTeT - [IneBeH.

I. Onenka na o0paszoBaTe/HHs, NPOdeCHOHATEH W Hay4eH NMPoQuI HA JA0N. A-p
Credan Tpudonos, 1.m.

ITpe3 mepuona 1995 — 2001 r. xanauAaThT 3aBbpIIBa METUIIMHCKH YHUBEPCUTET —
IIneBen kaTo MarucThp o cuenuainoct ,,Memumnuna“. Ot 2002 roguHa el KOHKype 3aeMa
JUTBXKHOCTTA ,,aCUCTEHT " T10 CIEIIHAIHOCTTA ,,AHATOMHSI, XMCTOJIOTHS U ITUTOJIOTHS * B Kare/apa
,»AHaTOMUS, XHUCTOJIOTHs, IUTOJIOIUS M OHoyorus Ha Bucmms MeIMIMHCKA MHCTHTYT —
[Tnesen. 1o 2008 roanHa Kato aCUCTEHT U CTAPIIU ACHCTEHT YeTe JICKIHUHU 110 CIIEIIHATHOCTUTE
,»AHaTOMHS ¥ XHCTOJIOTHS Ha 4oBeka“, ,lluromorus, obma Xxucronorus u eMOpPHOJIOTHS Ha
yoBeka™, KakTo W , Tomorpadcka aHaromuss u oOpa3Ha IHArHOCTHKA Ha CTYJEHTH OT
CHENMATHOCT ,,MenuiuHa“ Ha ObIrapcKy M aHTNIMHACKH e3uK. JlucuuiinHaTa ,,AHaTOMHS Ha
YyoBeKa ¢ Tomorpadcka aHaToOMUs IpernojarBa Ha CTYISHTH OT CIECIHAIHOCT ,,MeauInHCKa
pexabunuranus u eprorepanus. Ot 2002 — 2005 r. ciren oOydeHue B KaTeapaTa IOJIy4aBa
CHENMATHOCT 110 ,, AHaTOMHUSI, XUcToJIorUs ¥ riurostorus’. Ot anpuin 2007 no centemBpu 2010r.
nor. TpudoHOB € JOKTOpAaHT ChC CTHUIIEHIMS Ha SIMOHCKOTO NpaBHTENCTBO B Department of
Anatomy and Brain Science, Kansai Medical University, Osaka, Japan. ¥YcnemHo 3amureHara
JcepTallMoOHHa Tema TaM € ,,JIpoyuBaHe Ha ekclipecusiTa Ha IOJyUYE€HUTE Ype3 aJITePHATUBEH
cruraiicuir MPHK BapuanTi Ha XoiuMH anerunTpaHcdepas’aTa U WHTETPATHUS MeMOpaHeH
nporeuH GPR155 B unenrpannara HepBHa cucremMa Ha wMwumka“ — (Doctorate No:
(C880/28.09.2010).

Ot 2015 r. ciien koHKYpe € u30paH Ha akaJeMUYHaTa JIBXKHOCT ,,JIOIEHT B KaTeapa
»~AHATOMMS, XHCTOJIOTHS, IUTONIOTUS M Ouonorus” Ha MemunuHckus ¢akyaTeT Ipu
Memuuunacku ynuBepcuter — I[lneBen, Ot 2019 r. mepBOHaYalHO KaTO W3ITBIHSBAIL]
JUTBXKHOCTTA, a B nocienctsue oT 2021 r. xato Tutynsp, non. TpudoHOB € pbKOBOIMTEN Ha
KaTteapara ,,AHaTOMHs, XMCTOJIOTHUS, ITUTOJIOTHS M OMOJIOrHs ™ IpH MeTUITMHCKIS YHUBEPCHTET
— IIneBeH o mHecC.

KanaunareT MMa HayyHU M IPaKTHYECKU CIEIMATN3allUU CpeJl KOUTO: OCHOBEH KypC
10 AKyNyHKTypa cbriacHo oOyunutennurte crangaptu Ha [CMART, Hay4Ha cnieruanu3aius B
Department of Anatomy and Brain Science, Kansai Medical University, Osaka, Japan cbc
CTHUIIEH/IMSI Ha STIOHCKOTO TIPABUTENICTBO U JP.

Ilpenooasamenckama my Oetinocm (Ha OBITapCKH M Ha aHTJIMHCKUA €3HWK) BKIIIOUBA
JIEKIIHOHHH KypCOBE U M3MHTH B 11eT ¢akyntera Ha MY [l1eBeH 1o cienuaTHOCTHTE MeIUIHA
u papmanus, oOydeHre Ha MEIUIMHCKU CECTPH U aKyIIEpKH, JEKIUH 110 00IIECTBEHO 3[paBe
BKJI. B MEOUIMHCKUs Koiex. lIpernomaBa crenuanHocTuTe ,,AHaTOMHS M XHCTOJIOTHS Ha
yopeka“, ,,@usnonorus” u ,buoxumus“. IlpoBexna CHBMECTHH CEMHHApHH CECHH H
YIPaXHEHUsI CbC CTYIEHTH OT clenHaiHocT ,Memaununa®“. M3roTes exerogHo ydyeOHH
nporpamMu, pazpaboTBa M3MHMTHH TECTOBE, NPOBEXJa KOJIOKBHYMH, CEMHUHApH M y4acTBa B
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NPOBEXKJAHETO Ha ceMecTpHayHM M3nuTH. OOydaBa M pPBKOBOIM JE€MOHCTPATOPH.
[IpusokeHara crpaBka 3a ydeOHaTa My HaTOBapeHOCT HAJBHUINABA M3MCKYyEeMHs HOPMATHB.
Jlou. Tpudonos 3a mocneauute Tpu roguHd uMa 5840.70 ekBuBaleHTH yd4eOHM Yaca, BKII
4yeTHpM HOMHHAIMH 3a ,,Hali-u3sBeH mpenopaBaren, choTBETHO 3a romuuure 2017, 2021,
2022 u 2024 roguHa, KOETO CBHACTEICTBA 32 M3KIIIOYUTEIHATA OTAaI€HOCT Ha KaHAUIaTa KbM
nperojaBaresickara paboTa B yHUBEPCUTETA.

Ot nexemBpu 2015 roguna 10 cera KaTo JOLEHT B CEKTOP ,,AHATOMHMSI, XMCTOJIOTHS H
LUTOJIOTUS Ha KaTe/pa ,,AHATOMHUS, XHCTOJIOTHUS, ITUTOJIOTUs U OHOJIOTHA™ € aHTaKUpaH
AaKTHBHO B TMPOBEKIAHETO HA JIEKLUH, YIIPAKHEHUS M CEMECTPHAIHH H3IIHUTH IO CIEIHHUTE
HarpasleHus: ,, ] [uToorus, odmma XucTonorus ¥ eMOpHOJIOTHA ™, ,,AHATOMHS M XUCTOJIOTHS Ha
yoBeka“ , ,, Tomorpadcka amaromusi ¢ oOpa3Ha AMArHOCTUKA™ Ha CTYAEHTH CIIELMATHOCT
L2MemuiuHa™“ OBIrapckd M aHIVIMUCKH €3MKOBO oOydeHue. I[IpoBexna nexuuu M BOAM
yIOpaXHEHHs IO ,,AHaTOMHUS Ha 4YOBEKa“ Ha CTYJECHTH OT ClleHuaaHOoCTHTE ,,Papmarus’,
,Memummacka cectpa™ (ot 2024/2025 yuebHa roauMHa), Ha CTYACHTH CIELHATHOCT
,AKyliepka“, Ha CTYICHTH CIIEHHAIHOCT ,MeIuIuHCKa pexaOuauTanus U eprorepanus’,
,.JKuHe3uTepanus“, Ha CTYJACHTH CIICIIHATHOCT ,,COIIMATHU IEHHOCTH B 3/IpaBeoNa3BaHETO , HA
CTYJIEHTH CIIEIHATHOCT ,,[IoMOIHUK (apManeBT U Ha CTYAECHTU CHEIHaTHOCT ,,ConuaiHu
JeHHOCTH .

Kapuepnomo pazsumue Ha KaHaunata ce JONBIBA B HAYYHOU3CIEO0BAMEIICKO
HanpaeieHue 9Ype3 y4aCTHETO My B paOOTHH KOJIEKTHBH IIO JIE€BET HAlMOHAJIHM HAay4HO-
U3CIIEI0OBATEICKH IPOEKTa W YeTHPU TaKkuBa Ha MeJMUUMHCKUS yHHUBepcHTeT — [lieBeH.
PuKkoBOAMTENl M HM3IBJIHUTE]I € Ha JBAa HAyYHH IpoekTa Ha MEeIUIMHCKUS YHUBEPCUTET —
Kancaii, Ocaka, Snonus. CpaBTop € Ha MyOJMKYBaHO W H3IOJ3BaHO B OOYYEHHUETO
YHHBEPCHTETCKO yueOHO mocobue B obnactTa Ha Mopdonorusata. Hayunounscinenoparenckara
W TpernojaBaTelicka JeWHOCT Ha JOoIeHT TpudoHOB ce NombiIBa OT OOYyYEHHETO Ha IET
JOKTOpaHTa (TpUMa PeJOBHH, €IUH 3a/I04€H U €IHH Ha CaMOCTOSTEIHA IIOATOTOBKA) BKJI. Ha
YCIEITHO 3aiUTI JOKTOpaHT (2025 r. B MY Ilnesen).

II. MaTepua/im M0 KOHKYpCa, HACOKH Ha HAYYHHTe HHTEPECH HA KaHAWAATAa H
OllEHKA HA HAYYHATa My NPOIAYKTHBHOCT

Marepuanute M0 KOHKypca ca CHCTeMaTH3UpaHu B 26 daiina, y1o0HH 3a MOI3BaHE OT
YJIEHOBETE HAa XYPHUTO, NMPEJCTABSIHKH IO KaTo IMEPCIeKTHBEH yueH ¢ Oe3CIOpHHM Hay4HH
II0Ka3aTelld ¥ C MHOTO JTOOBp MPEnoaaBaTeICKi U a]IMUHUCTPATUBEH OIIHT.
Hayuynurte MHTepecH Ha IOICHT Tpu(OHOB ca OCHOBHO B H3y4yaBaHe Ha HEBPOMOP(OJIOTHATa
¥ QyHKIMATA HA Ga3aniHuTe MO3BYHH siipa. KOHKpeTHH 00EKTH Ha Hay4HOM3CIIeJ0BaTelICKaTa
paboTa Ha KaHIuIaTa ca MUKpOAHaTOMHYHATa U Tororpadcka XapaKTepUCTHKH Ha HEBPOHHU U
HHTEPHEBPOHH B corpus striatum u globus pallidus, GMOXUMHYEH U MMYHOXHCTOXHMHUYEH
CKpMHHMHI Ha OMOCHHTe3aTa Ha KIIOYOBH HEBPOTPAHCMHUTEpH B Oa3allHMTE MO3BYHH S7pa,
ouomonekynu - Memopanen mporenH GPR155, xanabunounnuus penentop tun 1 (CB1) m
raytamar jaekapookcuiasa tan 1 (GAD1), ekcripecupanu npeaumHo B HeBpoHHTe (MSNS) Ha
JaTepaHUs CETMEHT B MO3BKa Ha corpus striatum npu MUIIKa. ExcriepuMeHTHpa BBPXY
ch3laBaHe Ha TreHeTuuHo Momuduuupana wmumka — GPR155  knockout. W3cnensa
gyyBCTBUTEHOCTTa Ha HeBpoHuTe (MSNSs) Ha narepalHus CETMEHT Ha corpus striatum B
MO3bKa HA MHUINKA IPH MATOJOTHS, HUMHTHUpAINA MposiBUTe Ha OoyecTra Ha XBHTUHITOH U
6onecrra Ha ITapKUHCOH.
ABTOpCKara crpaBka 3a CHOTBETCTBHE M H3NBJIHEHHE HAa MHMHUMAJHHTE HalMOHAJIHU
M3UCKBAaHUs 3a aKaJeMHyYHaATa UTBXKHOCT ,Jpodecop € H3roTBEHa OT KaHJIWJIara Ha
ochosanue Ha wI. 29 ot 3PAC Pb u wi. 72 u 74 ot [IPAC na MV — IInesen. [lo3Bonssam cu
J1a g 1ocoYa TYK B CTAHOBHIIIETO MU B IIOTBBPIK/ICHHE Ha (aKTa, ue Hay4uHOU3CIIEJ0BaTEIICKaTa,
TIpero/aBaTelickaTa ¥ aJIMUHUCTpAaTHBHATA JeiHOCT Ha o1l 1-p Credan Tpudonos, 1.M. mpe3



OLICHSABAHUA IICPHUOJ 3HAYUTCIIHO HaJABHUIIIaBa CTOMHOCTUTE Ha H3UCKYEMHUTE II0 3aKOHa
IoKasaTeJin:

Munumannu u3UCKeaHUA: Mmoyxku no 2pynu nokasamenu 3a AJl ,, npogecop* ¢ Obracm 7.
3opaseonazeane u cnopm; Ilpoghecuonanno nanpaenenue 7.1. Meouyuna

Touxu xon. a-p C.
ggl}(l::arem - Crpabpixanue HpO(IU)ecop Tpugonos, 1.m.
(Opoii TOUKH)
A Iloxa3arein 1 50 50
b [Toxazaren 2 -
B IToxa3zarenu 3 niam 4 100 115,17
I Cyma ot noka3zaresure ot S 10 9 200 210,81
i | Cyma ot noka3zaresure ot 10 10 12 100 300
E Cyma ot nokasaresure ot 13 10 kpas | 100 277,50

JouenT n-p Ct. TpudoHOB yyacTBa B KOHKypca ¢ o0mo Haa 124 HayyHU NpOJyKTa
H3SIBH - ITyOJUKAIMK, y9eOHO PBKOBOJCTBO M y4acTHs B HayyHH ¢GopymH, [lyOnukanuure B
IIBJIEH TEKCT B PelleH3MpaHd HAayuyHHU crucaHus ca 33 (kato Ha 22 OT TSIX TOW € MbPBH WU
nocJiesieH aBTop). JIBageceT oT Tsx ca uHaekcupanu B Web of Science u/wmu Scopus. O0musT
UMIaKT (pakTop Ha TpyaoBeTe Ha KaHauaarta € 57,34, a oomus SJR 14,854. UuuBuayatHUsT
IF e 13.4351. JloxymenTupanu ca 210 nquTupaHus Ha HaydHUTE My TPY/I0BE KbM JIHEIIIHA J1aTa,
KOETO € TI0Ka3are 3a MO3UTHBHATA OlleHKa Ha MOop¢ooruyHaTa oOLIHOCT Y Hac U B 4yKOHUHA
Ha Hay4yHaTa JledHOCT Ha no1. TpudoHoB. JleBeTneceT U TpH ca ydacTHsTa Ha KaHJIUIATa B
KOHIpecH, KOHPEPEeHIIUH U CUMIIO3UYMH (36 OT KOUTO B UyKOMHA).

[Topagu orpanudeHust 00eM Ha MOETO CTAHOBUIIIE IIIe MPEJICTaBsl HAKPATKO OCHOBHUTE
OpPUTHHAIHYA HAYYHH ¥ HAYYHO-NIPHJIOKHY MPHHOCH Ha KaH/K/1aTa:

1. OceM OpurMHaJIHM U YETUPH MPWIOKHU IPUHOCA, CBBP3aHU C IMPOY4YBAHE Ha
XOJIMHEprHYHaTa MeaTOpHa CUCTEMa M eH3UMa aleTHIXoIuH TpaHcpepasza (ChAT).

2. JleBeT OpUTMHAIHU @PHHOCA, CBBP3aHH C I@POyYBaHE Ha €H3UMa TLIIyTaMar
nekapbokcunasza (GAD1 u GAD2).

3. lllect opurMHajgHU MPUHOCA, CBBP3aHU C MPOyUYBAaHE HA HMHTETpPATHUS MeMOpaHEeH
nporenH GPR155.

4. Illect mpuHOCA C OPUTHHAJIEH U T C MPUJIOKEH XapaKTep BbB BPB3Ka C MPOYYBAHETO
Ha OPEKCUI'€HHH U aHOPEKCUIe€HHHW TE€HHU, peryjupallld eHepruifHaTa XoMeocTaza H
TSIXHATa POJIs B pa3BUTUETO HA 00E3UTET U METaOOIUTEH CHHAPOM.

5. Tpu mpuHOCa CBBp3aHHM C W3y4yaBaHE HAa MOP(OIOTMYHHUTE ACIEKTH Ha JIOP3AITHOTO
AP0 Ha JIaTepaHUs JeMHUCKYc (nucleus dorsalis lemnisci lateralis, DLL).

6. Hsxonko ctporo Mop¢oJIOTUYHHU NPHUHOCA: aHATOMHUYHHM BapHaIlUd M poOJsiTa UM 3a
KJIMHAYHATA TpaKTUKa, cIydail Ha HeoOMYaifHO pasfeisHe Ha JsgBaTa U JsCHATa 4.
carotis externa, HeoOUYaifHO pa3KJIOHEHUE HaA 4. hepatica communis, aHOMAIHUATA HA
Kumbpnu u omnmcanue Ha 0coOEH BHJI TJIOMYCHO TENIle IPEICTaBISBAIIO apTEpUO-
BEHO3HA aHACTOMO3A.

7. KbM mpuHOcHTe H00aBsSM U CIHCHKa Ha HYKICOTHIHUTE mocienoBareinHocTu (10
uHykieotnaa) nenosupanu ot kagauaara B GENBANK (http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/),




National Center for Biotechnology Information (NCBI), National Institutes of Health
(NIH) in Bethesda, MD, USA.

III. O6ma oneHka 3a CbOTBETCTBHE

O6mata MM  OIlEHKa 32  HAy4YHUS  NPHHOC, OPHIHHAJHOCTTAa  Ha
HAYYHOH3C/IeI0BaTeIcCKaTa pabdoTra HAa KAaHAWJATAa M CHOTBETCTBHETO  CIIPSIMO
3ab/DKUTETHATE YCIIOBUS M KOJIMYECTBEHH KPUTEPHH 10 OTHOLIEHHE HAa HAYKOMETPUYHHTE
nokazatenu cbritacHo 3PAC B Pb u [IpaBuinuka 3a 3aemaHe Ha akaJeMHYHH JUTBXHOCTH B
MY — [1neBeH € moJIoKHTeIHA.

IV. 3akimouenue

Jleno3upaHuTe MaTepUaliy 10 KOHKypca 3a akaJeMUYHaTa JATBXHOCT ,,apodecop® oT
gom. a1-p Credan TpudoHOB, I1.M. TO NMPEICTaBAT KaTO OMHUTEH CIENMAIUCT B 00lacTTa Ha
dyukiponanHata Mopdoorust U HeBpoOHonorusaTa. KanaumaTeT Ioj3Ba INMPOKA rama
UMYHOJIOTHYHH, OMOXUMHYHH, XUCTOXHMUYHHI M XUCTOJIOTHYHH €KCIIEPUMEHTAIHH IOAXO/IH,
JIOTIPUHECITH 32 TI0JTy4YaBaHe Ha OpUTHHATHU (yHIaMEHTATHU U IPHIOKHU HAyYHH Pe3yJITaTd
C TEOPETHYHO 3HAUCHHE U U3Pa3eH IOTEHIH AN 3a IPAaKTHYECKO IIPUIIOKEHHE B IIPETIOIaBAHETO.

Jlon. 1-p Credpan TpudoHOB 0TroBaps HAaIBIHO HAa M3MCKBAaHMATA HA CHOTBETHHUTE
HOPMATHBHH JOKYMEHTH 3a 3acMaHe Ha aKaJeMH4Hara JUIBXKHOCT ,Ipodecop” Mo
CIIELUAIHOCT ,,AHATOMHS, XHCTOJOTHS W IMUTONOTUS . V3MbIHEHM ca MMHUMAaJHHUTE
HAIMOHAJIHM IOKa3aTean 3a akagemMuuHo m3pactBaHe Ha 3PAC na Pb, u IIpaBunnuka my,
KaKTO M YCIOBHSTA M pelia 3a MpHI00MBaHE Ha HAy4HH CTEIIEHM 3a 3a€MaHe Ha aKaJeMUYHH
uIexkHOCTH B MY I1neBeH.

ToBa MM JaBa JOCTaThbYHO OCHOBaHHE yOeIeHO Ja IpenopbdyaM Ha IIOYMTAEMOTO
HayuHo ypH Ja riacyBa MOJIOXKHUTETHO 3a npeiarane npex AC Ha Menunuscku Gpaxkynrer
npu MV Ilnesen, mouent a-p Credan Benemmnos Tpudonos, am. xa 0bae u3dpan Ha
aKaJeMHYHATA JJIBKHOCT ,,ipodecop® 110 HayyHATa CIEIUATHOCT ,,AHATOMHS, XHUCTOJIOTHS
U IIUTOJIOTHUSA .

N3rorBuJI CTAHOBHIIETO:

Iloanuc: Ha ocHoBawume un. 59 or 33na

24.09.2026 1. npo¢. a-p Jumutsp Kaguiicku, qMH



OPINION

by Prof. Dr. Dimitar Stefanov Kadiysky, Doctor of Medical Sciences, Institute of Experimental
Morphology, Pathology and Anthropology with a Museum (IEMPAM) at the Bulgarian Academy of
Sciences (BAS), 25 Acad. Georgi Bonchev St., 1113 Sofia; member of the Scientific Jury for the
competition procedure for the academic position of "Professor," pursuant to Order No. 2392 dated July
28, 2026, issued by the Rector of Medical University — Pleven.

The sole candidate in the announced competition is Assoc. Prof. Dr. Stefan Venelinov Trifonov, PhD in
Medicine, from the Department of Anatomy, Histology, Cytology, and Biology (currently Head of the
Department) at the Faculty of Medicine, Medical University — Pleven.

I. Assessment of the educational, professional, and scientific profile of Assoc. Prof. Dr. Stefan
Trifonov, PhD.

Between 1995 and 2001, the candidate completed his studies at Medical University — Pleven, obtaining a
Master’s degree in Medicine. Since 2002, following a competitive selection process, he has held the
position of Assistant Professor in "Anatomy, Histology, and Cytology" at the Department of Anatomy,
Histology, Cytology, and Biology of the Higher Medical Institute — Pleven. Until 2008, serving as an
Assistant Professor and Assoc. Professor, he delivered lectures on "Human Anatomy and Histology,"
"Cytology, General Histology, and Human Embryology," as well as "Topographic Anatomy and
Diagnostic Imaging" to medical students in both Bulgarian and English. The course "Human Anatomy
with Topographic Anatomy" is taught to students majoring in Medical Rehabilitation and Occupational
Therapy. Between 2002 and 2005, following training at the department, he obtained a specialization in
"Anatomy, Histology, and Cytology" at the Medical University — Pleven. From April 2007 to September
2010, Assoc. Prof. Trifonov was a PhD student supported by a Japanese government scholarship at the
Department of Anatomy and Brain Science, Kansai Medical University, Osaka, Japan. His doctoral thesis,
defended there, was titled “Expression of choline acetyltransferase and integral membrane protein

GPR155 alternatively spliced mRNA variants in mouse central nervous system” (Doctorate No.:
(C880/28.09.2010).

In 2015, he was appointed to the academic position of Associate Professor at the Department of Anatomy,
Histology, Cytology, and Biology within the Faculty of Medicine at the Medical University — Pleven.
Since 2019—initially as Acting Head and subsequently, from 2021, as the permanent Head—Assoc. Prof.
Trifonov has led the Department of Anatomy, Histology, Cytology, and Biology at the Medical
University — Pleven.

The candidate has completed various scientific and practical specializations, including a basic course in
Acupuncture in accordance with ICMART training standards and a research specialization at the
Department of Anatomy and Brain Science, Kansai Medical University, Osaka, Japan (funded by a
Japanese government scholarship), among others.

His teaching activities (conducted in both Bulgarian and English) encompass lecture courses and
examinations across five faculties at the Medical University of Pleven—covering Medicine, Pharmacy,




and the training of nurses and midwives—as well as lectures on public health, including at the Medical
College. He teaches Human Anatomy and Histology, Physiology, and Biochemistry. He conducts joint
seminar sessions and practical classes with medical students. He annually prepares curricula and develops
exam tests; he also conducts colloquia and seminars and participates in administering semester
examinations. Additionally, he trains and supervises student demonstrators. The attached record of
teaching workload exceeds the required standard. Over the past three years, Assoc. Prof. Trifonov has
accumulated 5,840.70 equivalent teaching hours—including four nominations for "Most Outstanding
Lecturer" (in 2017, 2021, 2022, and 2024)—demonstrating the candidate's exceptional dedication to
teaching at the university.

Since December 2015, serving as an Associate Professor in the "Anatomy, Histology, and Cytology"
Section of the Department of Anatomy, Histology, Cytology, and Biology, he has been actively engaged
in delivering lectures, conducting practical classes, and administering semester exams in the following
areas: "Cytology, General Histology, and Embryology," "Human Anatomy and Histology," and
"Topographic Anatomy with Diagnostic Imaging" for medicine students in both Bulgarian and English-
language programs. He also delivers lectures and conducts practical classes in "Human Anatomy" for
students in the following majors: Pharmacy, Nursing (starting the 2024/2025 academic year), Midwifery,
Medical Rehabilitation and Occupational Therapy, Kinesiotherapy, Social Activities in Healthcare,
Assistant Pharmacist, and Social Activities.

The candidate’s career development is further complemented by his research activities, involving
participation in project teams for nine national research projects and four projects funded by the Medical
University — Pleven. He serves as the principal investigator and lead researcher for two scientific projects
at Kansai Medical University in Osaka, Japan. He is the co-author of a university-level teaching aid in the
field of morphology that has been published and utilized in academic instruction. Associate Professor
Trifonov’s research and teaching activities are complemented by his supervision of five doctoral students
(three full-time, one part-time, and one pursuing independent study), including one who successfully
defended their dissertation (in 2025 at MU-Pleven).

I1. Competition materials, candidate’s research interests, and assessment of scientific productivi
p p

The materials submitted for the competition are organized into 26 files—convenient for review by the
jury members—presenting the candidate as a promising scientist with indisputable research credentials
and extensive teaching and administrative experience.

Associate Professor Trifonov’s research interests focus primarily on the neuromorphology and function of
the basal ganglia. His specific research subjects include the microanatomical and topographical
characteristics of neurons and interneurons within the corpus striatum and globus pallidus, as well as the
biochemical and immunohistochemical screening of key neurotransmitter biosynthesis in the basal
ganglia. He also investigates specific biomolecules—such as the membrane protein GPR155, cannabinoid
receptor type 1 (CB1), and glutamate decarboxylase type 1 (GAD1)—which are predominantly expressed
in the medium spiny neurons (MSNs) of the lateral segment of the mouse corpus striatum. His
experimental work involves the generation of a genetically modified mouse model: the GPR155 knockout
mouse. It investigates the sensitivity of medium-sized spiny neurons (MSNs) in the lateral segment of the
corpus striatum in the mouse brain under pathological conditions mimicking the manifestations of
Huntington’s disease and Parkinson’s disease.



The author's statement regarding compliance with and fulfillment of the minimum national requirements
for the academic position of "Professor" was prepared by the candidate pursuant to Article 29 of the *Act
on the Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria* (ADAS RB) and Articles 72 and
74 of the *Regulations for the Development of the Academic Staff* at the Medical University — Pleven. |
include it here in my opinion to confirm that the research, teaching, and administrative activities of Assoc.
Prof. Stefan Trifonov, MD, PhD, during the assessed period significantly exceeds the values of the
indicators required by law:

Minimum requirements: points by indicator groups for the academic position of "Professor" in Field 7:
Healthcare and Sports; Professional Field 7.1: Medicine

Indicator Group Content Professor

(points) Points: Assoc. Prof. Dr. S. Trifonov, MD, PhD

A Indicator 1 50 50

B Indicator 2 -

C Indicators 3 or 4 100 115.17
D Sum of indicators 5 to 9 200  210.81
E Sum of indicators 10 to 12 100 300

F Sum of indicators 13 to theend 100  277.50

Assoc. Prof. Dr. St. Trifonov is participating in the competition with a total of over 124 scientific
products and activities—including publications, a teaching manual, and participation in scientific forums.
There are 33 full-text publications in peer-reviewed scientific journals (with him listed as first or last
author on 22 of them). Twenty of these are indexed in Web of Science and/or Scopus. The total impact
factor of the candidate's works is 57.34, and the total SJR is 14.854. The individual IF is 13.4351. To
date, 210 citations of his scientific works have been documented, reflecting the positive assessment of
Assoc. Prof. Trifonov’s scientific activity by the morphological community both in Bulgaria and abroad.

The candidate has participated in ninety-three congresses, conferences, and symposia (36 of which were
held abroad).

Due to the limited scope of my statement, I will briefly outline the main original scientific and applied
scientific contributions of the candidate:

1. Eight original and four applied contributions related to the study of the cholinergic
neurotransmitter system and the enzyme choline acetyltransferase (ChAT).

2 Nine original contributions related to the study of the enzyme glutamate decarboxylase (GAD1
and GAD2).

3. Six original contributions related to the study of the integral membrane protein GPR155.




4. Six original and five applied contributions regarding the study of orexigenic and anorexigenic
genes regulating energy homeostasis and their role in the development of obesity and metabolic
syndrome.

3. Three contributions related to the study of the morphological aspects of the dorsal nucleus of the
lateral lemniscus (nucleus dorsalis lemnisci lateralis, DLL).

6. Several strictly morphological contributions—anatomical variations and their clinical
significance, including a case of unusual division of the left and right external carotid arteries, an unusual
branching pattern of the common hepatic artery, Kimmerle’s anomaly, and the description of a specific
type of glomus body representing an arteriovenous anastomosis.

7. A list of nucleotide sequences (10 sequences) deposited by the candidate in GenBank
(http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/), National Center for Biotechnology Information (NCBI), National
Institutes of Health (NIH) in Bethesda, MD, USA.

IIL. General Assessment of Compliance

My overall assessment regarding the scientific contribution, the originality of the candidate's research
work, and compliance with the mandatory requirements and quantitative criteria concerning scientometric
indicators—in accordance with the Law on the Development of Academic Staff in the Republic of
Bulgaria (ADASRB) and the Regulations for Academic Appointments at MU-Pleven—is positive.

IV. Conclusion

The materials submitted for the competition for the academic position of "Professor" by Assoc. Prof.
Stefan Trifonov, MD, PhD, present him as an experienced specialist in the fields of functional
morphology and neurobiology. The candidate employs a wide range of immunological, biochemical,
histochemical, and histological experimental approaches, which have contributed to obtaining original
fundamental and applied scientific results of theoretical significance and marked potential for practical
application in teaching.

Assoc. Prof. Stefan Trifonov fully meets the requirements of the relevant regulatory documents for
holding the academic position of "Professor" in the specialty of "Anatomy, Histology, and Cytology." He
has fulfilled the minimum national indicators for academic advancement set forth in the ADASRB and its
implementing regulations, as well as the conditions and procedures for acquiring academic degrees and
holding academic positions at MU-Pleven.

This provides me with sufficient grounds to confidently recommend that the esteemed Scientific Jury vote
in favor of proposing Assoc. Prof. Stefan Venelinov Trifonov, MD, PhD, to the Academic Council of the
Faculty of Medicine at MU-Pleven. to be elected to the academic position of "Professor" in the scientific
specialty of "Anatomy, Histology, and Cytology"

Opinion prepared by:

Signature: Ha ocHoBaHwue un. 59 or 33111

24.09.2026 Prof. Dr. Dimitar Kadiyski, DSc (Med)




